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Do- Country men, Brethren, ad Sifters ! Co , 
T THINK I can honeſtly and ſafely addreſs you 

« in theſe; Terms; for indeed you. are dear. to 

I me, and 1 know you are ſo to God, whole ; 


gracious Regard to Men appears obvious from 
various Scripture Teſtimonies ; from whence I infer, 

that all the Souls that he hath made, are Er Y 
cious in his Sight: And among the numerous Evi: 
dences or .Inltances of God's (univerſal) Lars to +l 
Mankind, is that notable' one we find in the Apoſtle _ Fn 1 
Paul's Exhortation. to the Believers, wherein he, re- 3 
commends this Cbriſtian Exerciſe, or Duty of Prayer, „ 
for all Conditions of Men: 1 exbart avs. he) that 1 Tim. .. j 
firſt” of all, Supplications, Prayers, Interceſſions, aud 7 —_— 


i giving of Thanks, be made for all Men: — For [7 his /.- A 
1 is good and acceptable in the Sight of, Cod our Saviour, | 1 
; who will bave all Men to be ſaved, and 10 come . „„ * a 
the Knowledge of the Truth. © 55 
Again, we find the Almighty n by. the Fr: 
4 Mouth of the Prophet Ezekiel, after this Manner, 
; to the backſliding Houſe of Ifrael, As I live,. faith kik. 


the Lord God, 1 have no Pleafure in the Death aß the _ *. 

Wicted, but that the Wicked turn from bis Way and „ 

live: - Add to this the Teſtimony the Apoitls Paul „ . ah< 
i 2 1 18 „ 
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Rom. v.8 Fe of God's Love to 9 God (ay 


s be) con- 
mended his Love towards 1d, in that 2 we were) 
vel Sinners, Chriſt died for us, — we might id is. 

1 Johniv. Sin: And the Apoſtle Jobs thus writes; In Ibis. 
% was manifeſted the Love of God towards us, becauſe. 
dba God ſent bis only begotten Jon into the World, that? 
we-might live through bin. This Love of God pro 


duces Love in the Heart of every true Chrifitan + 1 


and by a neceſſary Conſequence, he who loves 


muſt love his Brother alſo: And that we are Bre- 
- thren by Creation the Apoſtle Paul intimates, when 
ſetting forth the Attributes and Nature of the true 


God to the Athenian Idolaters, and hinting at his 

Age weil. Deſign in the Creation of Man, where he ſays, God 
de. + that made the World, &c. bath made of one Blood all 
| Nations of Men for to well on all the Face. of the 
Earth; and bath determined the Times before appointed, 
and the Bounds of their Habitation, that they pon 


Fund bim 3 though be be not far from every one of us þ 
for in him wwe live, and move, and bave our Being, & 
2 we are alſo bis Off Ypring From whom he expeAs 
nd demands a perfect Love and Obedience to his 
Laws and ey he teaches an humble Depen- 
dance on his Goodneſs, Beneficence and Grace, for 


not only created Man to diſplay his Glory, and 
magnify his Power, but graciouſly wills that he 


ineffable or unſpeakable Pleaſures which are at H 
right Hand, in whoſe holy Preſence there is Fullne 
of Joy! I ſay, the Condition of this'great Felicity 
is a faithful Obedience to all the Commandments of 
God ; which ſeems to be all included in that ſolemn 
| TnjunRtion delivered the //alites by the Miniſtry of 
Ms the Servant of God, and which appears to be. 
an indiſpenſible Obligation on ſucceeding Ages; 8s 


ſeek the Lord, if baply they might feel after him and 


aur Well-being both here and hereafter : For God 


ſhould be for ever happy in the Enjoyment of thoſt 
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be repeats as follows ; 


the firſt 


late calamitous 


hath deeply affected my 
your Diſtreſſes, and was led to conſider your great 9 
Affliction, it occur d to me, that ſome of you Being 
humbled thereby, might enter into ſoleinn Vows 
and "HHS a before G 


1 5 1 is 

and recommending it to the. inquiſitive Scribe, as | 
the principal and great Commandment of all, 3 750 
Hear, O Iſrael, the Lord our 
God 45 one Lord: And thou halt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy Heart, and with all thy Soul, and 
with all thy Mind, and with all thy Strength ; this is 

e : The ſecond is like, namely, 


this ; Thou halt love thy. Neigbbour as thyſelf. There 


| is none other Commandment greater than theſe ; on 


which hang the Law and the Prophets ; including 
(I may add) alſo. the Sum of the Galpel! of our Lord 
and Saviour Jcſus Chriſt. . 

And now, dearly beloved Fellow: Mortals, i in a De- 
gree of this Love to God and my Neighbour, which. 


not long fince enlarged my Heart in good Will to 


you the Inhabitants of my native Land, do I again 
addreſs you; in whoſe eternal Welfare [ am greatly 
intereſted, as well as that I am zealouſly concern'd d 
for the Honour and Glory of our God, (who calls 
1 to Virtue, and to partake of his Glory) that he 

may be loved, adored, and reverenced, and Men 


finally ſa ved. A meaſure of this divine Love, l ſay, 
ſtill continues to influence and inſpire my Soul with 

fervent Supplication to the God of all Grace and 
Mercy, that thus ic may be with you; aud has! * 
clined me to viſit you again with an Epiſtle | of 
tender Love and Sympathy, on the Occaſion of the 


ircumſtance of our Province 3 


which humbling Viſitation from the moſt hig b God, 
Mind: And hep 'Heele 


God, when. before. your 
pale Faces nothing appeared but inevitable Death, 


which carried with it a folemn, Summon, ſuddenly 


to appear before the Judge. of Quick and Dead : 


| Did n not ſome of you chen promiſe t to ſeck God with 
Wes or I: your 
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©. | 
your whole Hearts, would he be graciouſly pleaſed 
to ſpare your Lives? Which wonderful Mercy you 
ſoon experienced; and for which I have been made 
truly thankful to that unchangeable, glorious and 
merciful} Being, who is ſtill a God hearing Prayer, 
and made bare the Arm of his Omnipotence, and 
ſignally (may I not ſay miraculouſly) inter poſed for 
our Deliverance ;z had he not thus mercifully, -as 
well as ſuddenly appeared for your Safety, the proud 
Waves had gone over your Heads, and ſwallowed 
you up quick: But for ever magnified be the Power 
and Mercy of our God, in that he hath given you 
0 few that periſh'd/ excepted) your Lives for a 
rey |! 8 $5 5 "Bi 
| Aad now, dear Country- men, what ſhall I ſay 
concerning this late awful Viſitation from the Lord, 
that ſo eminently threatned your Lives, and partly 
deſtroyed your Poſſeſſions? May I not ſafely term 
it a Mark of his Diſpleaſure againſt your Tranf- 
3 and at the ſame Time, an Evidence of 
his Compaſſion towards you, ſince whom he loves 
he corrects, and chaſtens every Son that he receives 
into his Fayour ; and may I not venture to ſay, *tis 
intended to chaſtiſe ſome tor the Breach of his divine 
Laws; to humble and reduce others to a Confor- 
mity to his holy Will, and wean the Affections from 
worldly and uncertain Enjoyments ; to excite all to 
that incumbent Duty of loving God with all the 
Heart, Sc. And is not this Affliction alſo deſign'd 
as 2 Trial of the Faith and Conſtancy of ſome, who 
though they may be Branches of the true Vine, yet 
divine Wiſdom ſometimes ſees meet to adminiſter 
theſe bitter Potions, that they may bring forth 
more Fruit to the Glory of the great Huſbandman. 
You then who are born again of the incorruptible 
Seed by the Word of God, and can in Truth call 
him your ſpiritual Father; remember, Ve bave bad 
Fathers of our Fleſh which correfed us, and we gave 


DEE. 
 Vhem Revrrence; ſhall we not much rather be in Sub- 
jelbion to' the Father of Spirits and live? Fer they 
verily for a few Days chaſtentd us after their vwp 
Pleaſure, but” be for our Profit, that we might be 
made Pattakers "of his Holineſs, and Sharers of his 
Glory: Therefore faint not when tried and proved. 
And though the Foundations may be ſhaken, and 
the Earth removed, yet truſt in the Lord, and ſtay 
upon our God, who is always on the Side of them 
that truly love and faithfully ſerve him; ſo that 
whether you live or die, you are the Lord's, under 
his Care and in his Favour. But whoſoever are. in 
an unregenerate State, deſpiſe not you the Chaſten- 


ö ing of the Lord, and when rebuked of him, caſt 
ay not his Reproofs behind your Backs, but ler theſe 


rd, Leſſons from our common Father and merciful In- 
t ſtructor, incite you to make ſtreight Steps to your 
Feet in the Way of Holineſs. And ſeeing you are 
yet mercifully ſpar'd, and continued a little longer 
in your Stewardſhips, and a freſh and favourable 
Opportunity put into your Hands to improve your 
Talents to God's Glory, and your own eternal In- 
tereſt, I greatly wiſh it may be a Motive to you 
to ſerve God in earneſt, that it may incline you to 
apply your Hearts to divine Wiſdom, ſeeing how 
frail your Lives are, and uncertain the Time of f 
your Death: Therefore I defire you may take the = 
wiſe Man's Counſel, and with all your Gettings, be | 
religiouſly concern'd to purſue that Wiſdom that 
comes from God, the Beginning of which is truly 
to fear him, and which will lead you to depart from 
all Evil. And I would hope there ate few or none 
among you ſo void of this Wiſdom from above, as 
to reaſon in that carnai Wiſdom which is from be- 
neath, and preſume to deny God's Superintendency 
over his Creatures, and exclude his Care and over- 
ruling Power from the World; attributing the 
Footſteps of his Providence, his Dealings with Men, 
| A 4 x when 
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when he viſits for Iniquity, to ſecondary Canjes,. of 
to the eſtabliſh'd Laws, Order and Courſe of ma- 
terial Things, which according to the Opinion and 
Reaſoning of ſome Men, I underſtand they thus 
imagine; that when the Almighty had once fix'd 
theſe Laws of Nature, as they expreſs it, he no 
longer interferes therewith : Which ſuppoſing it 
were the Caſe, (as it moſt certainly is not) I ſee 
not what Advantage ſuch Reaſoners can reap there- 
from; ſince, let the Cauſe be what it may, the 
Effects are deplorable ; as they oftentimes prove 
Inſtruments of Deſtruction to the Lives and Poſ- 
ſeſſions of Men: And in Times of Danger and Diſ- 
treſſes, at the View and Approach of Death, theſe 
mighty Reaſoners are affected with as great Terror 

and Fear as other People. ha 
But here let me aſk Men of this Character, what 
Cauſe was it that effected your late“ Deliverance ? 
1 71. -. Wha 
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* CHARLES-TOWN, Sept. 19, 1752. 


4 The moſt violent and terrible Hurricane that ever was 

4 felt in this Province, happened on Friday the 15th Inſtant in 
* the Morning; and has reduced this Town to a very melan- 
* choly Situatien: As the Publick doubtleſs will expett a par- 
„ ticular Account from the Prefs, ſo we have endeavoured to 
obtain the beſt Information we poſſibly could of this deplo- 
* rable Calamity z for it is impolkible, as yet, to tell all the, 
*« Darrage ard Deraſtation we have ſuſtain'd from the Vio- 
6 yu a the 8 * was : * 
n the 14th in the Evening, it n to blow very hard, 

« the Wind being at N. E. and the Sky looked wild and 
« threatning ; It continued blowing from the ſame Point, with 
& little Variation, till about four o' Clock in the Morning of 
« the 15th, at which Time it became more violent and rained, 

* iacreaſing ver y ſaſt till about nine, when the Flood came in 
like a Bore, filling the Harbour in a few Minutes. Before 
E elexen © Cicck, all the Veſſels in the Harbour were on ſhore, 
except the Hornet Man of War, which rode it out by cut- 
ting away her Main-maft ; all the Wharfs and Bridges were 
* ruined, and every Houle, Store, Ge, upon them beaten 
| | . | | | cc | down, 


at 


at 


19 1 
What Power was it that wrought contrary to tbe 
common Courſe of Nature? At whoſe Preſence 
was it that the Sea fled, and the Rivers were driven „ 
backward ? Was it not by him who calleub the Amos v l. 
Waters of tht Sea, and poureib them out upon the Face 
of the Earth : That metes out the Heavens w_ the 

- eg bs 5 pan, 
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« Probability, have periſhed ; And before three o' Clock 


« down, and carried away (with all the Goods, Cc. therein) 
« as were alſo many Houſes in the Town; and abundance 
«© of Roofs, Chimney's, Oc. almoſt all the tiled or ſlated 
« Houſes were uncovered ; and great Quantities of Merchan- 
« dize, Oc. in the Stores on the 1 damaged by their 
* Doors being burft 1 The Town was likewiſe over- 
« flowed, the Tide or Sea having roſe upwards of ten Feet 
« above the High water Mark at Spring-tides, and nothing 
« was now to bz ſeen but Ruins of Houſes, Canows, Wrecks 
« of Pettiauguas and Boats, Mafts, Yards, incredible Quan- 
« tities f all Sorts of Timber, Barrels, Staves, Shingles, 
* Hovuſhol4 and other Goods, floating and driving, with great 
« Violence, through the Streets, and round about the Town. 
© The Inhabitants, finding themſelves in the Midſt of a tem- 
« peſtuouss Sea, the Wind ſtill continuing, the Tide (ac- 
& cording to its common Courſe) being expected to flow till 
« after one o' Clock, and many of the People being already 
« up to the ir Necks in Water in their Houſes, began now to 
think of nothing but certain Death; but (here we muſt 
« record as ſignal an Inftance of the immediate Interpontion of 
« the divine Providence as ever appeared) they were ſoon de- 
« lirered from their Apprehenſions; for, about ten Minutes 
« after eleven o' Clock, the Wind veered to the E. S. E. S. 
* and S. W. very quick, and then (tho it continued its Vio- 
% lence, and the Sea beat and dafhed every where with amaz- 
„ ing Impetuoſity) the Waters fell above five Feet in the 
Space of ten Minutes, without which une pected and ſudden 
Fall, every Houſe and Inhabitant in this Town muſt. in all 


« the Hurricane was entirely over. —— Many People were 
% drowned, and others much hurt by the Fall of Houſes.“ 

To this dreadful Account there follows a particular Relation 
of the Damage ſuftain'd n the Fortifications, and by moft of 
the Veſſels being drove on ſhore ; but let the above ſuffice to 
give an Idea of the deplorable Condition the Province was 
reduced to, as well as a Senſe of the remarkable and immediate 
Re ließ from the merciful Hand of Providence, | 
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HFjspan, and meaſures the Waters in the Hollow. of bis 
Pal. cxlvii. Hand; that cauſes the Winds to blew, and the Waters 
5. to flow, and whom the Winds and the Stus 'obey, the 
ot it. Lord of Hoſts, is his Name Who I think gave con. 
vincing Proofs, both of the Scrength of his Love, 
and the Greatneſs of his Power, when againſt the 

uſual, Courſe of the Floods, by the Interpoſition of 

his Providence, the Wind ſuddenly turning back 

the fwelting Ocean, and return'd the overflowing 

| 78 as a Man does his Water-courle in his 

leld. | ie $12 IM 
Therefore ye vain Diſputers of this World, bow 

before the high God, and reverence” the Lord of 

the Heavens and whole Earth, (who ordereth all 
Things according to his righteous: Will) and ac- 
knowledge his Might as well as his Mercy ! And 

you who confeſs, that the moſt, high God rules in 

Micah vi. the Kingdoms of Men, hear ye. the Rod, and who 
gS bath appointed it; ſhall there be Evil (or Calamity) 
Amos iii. 6. 34. 4 City or in a Land, and the Lord hath not done it! 
And is there not a divine Voice in all his Dealings 

with the Children of Men? Has he not often fpoke 

to us in the gentle Language of Proſperity, as well 

as in the harſher Terms of Adverſity? And did we 
ſufficiently attend to the Calls and Inſtructions of 
both, we ſhould find they preached loudly and ſig- 
nificantly to us. The Voice of God in Proſperity 

would caution the Rich not to truſt in uncertaif 

Riches, not to be high-minded, but fear; it would 

teach us to conſider that Men are not Proprietors, 

but Stewards of Wealth; that * Riches are not 
always to be looked upon as Happineſs, but i#s 

e Trials ;” they are put into our Hands to do 

good with, and to communicate; and thoſe who 

rejoice, would be taught hereby to do it with * 

| 8 | | an 
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* V. Penn's No Croſs, no Crown, pag⸗ 68. 
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and Trembling, eſt they be found unjuſt Stewards, 
when called to account with their Lord, What they 
have done with his Goods ? Whether People have 
uſed them agreeable to his Will, or abuſed them to 
their Luſts ? Did we but attend, I fay, to this Voice 
of God, we ſhould hear it ſpeaking to this Purpoſe z 
Be not proud of that of which thou art not an Owner : 
We ſhould find it teaching that Part of pure and 


W undefiled Religion, 10 vifit the Fatherleſs and Widow 


in their Afiiftions, and to do as holy Job, who ſought ' 
out the Poor, whom be knew not : It would rectify 
that Error, that great Wealth pleads for, in Exceſs 
and Luxury, and ſo limit the wandering Defire, 
that we ſhould be preſerved from the Spots ot the 
Worid, the Luſt of. the Eye, &c. + ; 
And now let us hear God's Voice in Adverſity, 
wherein he afflidts not willingly, but as in his 
Wiidom he fees the Rod of Correction neceſſary to 
ſome kind and gracious End, which cauſed David, 
under a Senſe of God's Goodneſs, to ſay, 1 know in 
Faitbfulneſs thou baſt afflifted me; that is, either to 
make Men holy, or to keep them ſo; as well as 
to try and prove their Faith and Love by various 
Ways, as in the Inſtance of Abrabam being re- 
quired to ſacrifice his only Son; not becauſe God 
did not know his Faith, and that he would be 
obedient to every divine Command, but becauſe 
ſucceeding Generations ſhould have Inſtances and 
Examples of Fidelity and Love to God tranſmit- 
ted for Inſtruction, Encouragement and Comfort. 
Again, in the Day of Diſtreſs, or Adverſity, the 
Lord is calling loudly to Men to conſider ſolidly 
of their Ways and be wiſe; and happy will it be 
for all, who with holy David turn their Feet to 
God's Teſtimonies, wherein they ſee, that AMfictions 


ariſe. not out of the Duſt, This the Vraelites were 
{-nfible of, when in their Calamities they ſought 


the Lord, and made this Scarch or Enquiry, I bere- 
- . „„ . fore 
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fore come theſs Things upon me ? when they receive 
for Anſwer from God, by the Mouth of the Pro- 
phet, For the Greatneſs of thine Iniquity : Becauſe 


they had forfaken the Lord, and ſerved ſtrange 
Gods, and every one walked after the Imagination 
of his evil Heart. But in their Diſtreſſes we find 
them looking to God for Help, entring into their 
Chambers, the inmoſt of their Hearts, and ſeeing 
the Vanity of their Idols, they cry out to the Ak 
mighty, Bebold wwe come unto thee, 4 tbou ari the 
Lord our God ! And here they make Covenant to 
ſerve him alone. This is then the kind Intention of 


Providence to all Backſliders, to cauſe us to return 


to bim from whom we have revolted ; and all 
Things that he appoints, ſhall work together for 
Good to them that love God: But where his Fa- 
vours fail of accompliſhing his great Deſign, to 


make his Name famous among the Sons of Men 
(as well as to make them happy) his Severity takes 


place; for either in Mercy or Judgment muſt 
every Knee bow to the Power of the Lord of the 
Heaven and whole Earth. = ET 

That God has thus dealt with Men in all the 


Ages of the World, I need not tell thoſe who are 


Jer. 211i. 
21, 22. 


bear; this bath been thy Manner from thy Youth, 


acquainted with the ſacred Hiſtory, where we find 
numerous Inſtances of the Love of God extended, 
farſt in loving Kindneſs and tender Mercy, and by 
long Forbearance alluring Men to Obedience, as 
he did Vrael of old, I ſpake unto thee, ſaith the 
Lord, in iby Proſperity, but thou ſaidſt, I will nd 


that thou obeyedſt not my Voice: Therefore, the Wind 


Hall eat up all thy Paſtures, and thy Lovers ſhall go 


into Captivity ; ſurely then ſhalt thou be aſhamed and 
confounded for all thy Wickedneſs, Thus we ſee the 


Diſobedience and Iacorrigibleneſs of Mankind, with 


was the Cauſe of their Deſtruction; for we 


whom the Lord declares, be will not always ane 
fi 
God 


„ 
od (if T may uſe the Expreſſion) acquitting himſelf 
frer this Manner to his ſele& People, Thou haſt Hoſ. nil. 9; 
{ef royed thyſelf, O Iſrael, but in me is thine Help. 
And now, dearly Beloved, I greatly. deſire that 
the Impreſſion the late Viſitation of our God has 
made on your Minds, may not be loſt ; let it not 
be ſaid, as it was to the fore mentioned People, 
J have ſmitten them, but they bave not returned unto Amos iv. 9. 
ne, © ſaith the Lord. But I intreat that you will 
ſuffer it to do it's Meſſage, that it may excite the 
Righteous to uſe all Diligence, to make their Call- 
ing and Election ſure; and that it may warn the 
Wicked, the Unrighteous, to flee from Sin, and 
purſue Things that make for Peace ! And don't reſt 
in a polluted State, becauſe the Bitterneſs of Death 
is over for a Time, but remember if this Meſſenger 
is neglected and turned behind your Backs, that ten 
Thouſand Ways God can inflict his Puniſhments, 
it Men repent not. 2 
And here I muſt call upon you to conſider the 
various Diſpenſations of divine Providence, which, 
ſuffer me to ſay, many have neglected to improve to 
their trueſt Intereſt; I mean thereby their /piritual 
Interefs And I ſhould be glad we frequently con- 
ſider'd, how often we have been tried with Proſ- 
perity, and alſo proved with Seaſons of Adverſity: 
Let us call to Mind, how the Lord formerly chaſ- 
tiſed us with a cruel and expenſive Indian War: 
How often we have been threatned (and in parc 
effected) with the Revolts and Inſutrrections of our 
Domeſticks; the Enemies literally of our own 
Houſes : How has the Lord ſomerimes blaſted the 
ſanguine Hopes of many, who have been panting 
after the Dult of the Earth, by with-holoing his 
Clouds that they rained no Showers on the Labours 
of the Field? And not many Years back, how were 
we made deſolate by devouring Fire? our Habita- 
Lions laid waſte in a few Hours ; ſo that many wao 
REY ; | at 
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kt Noon were at Eaſe in their commodious A part: 
ments, at Night had not whereon (of their on) ty 


Towns; yet, which of us can command the Winds 
to remain in their Treaſuries ! Or will ſay to the 


flowings of Jordan] This has been our melancholy 


bowing down your Heads for a Day, and ſaying 
and hereby ſome may think, they have * the 


15 


hy their Heads? Again, how often has the mighty 
Sovereign of the World ſent his deſtroy ing Angel 
among us, with mortal Diſeaſes in his Hand, deal. 
ing Death around us? And how has this unrelent- 
ing Meſſenger enter*d not only our Houſes, but our 
Beds, and wreſted thence a tender Huſband, 2 
affectionate Wife, a darling Infant, an engaging 
Youth, a dear and ſympathizing Friend, &c. “ And 
though we ſometimes have been permitted to ſucceed 
by our human Policy and Methods, to keep a con- 
tagious Diſeaſe at a Diſtance, and from entring ont 


proud Waves, - hitherto ſhall ye come, and no far- 
ther ! when he who holds the Winds in his Fiſts, 
ſees meet to thunder againſt our Iniquities in ftormy 


Wind and Tempeſt, and cauſes his Floods at his 
awful Command to roar againſt us as in the Over. 


Situation more than once, which has cauſed the 
Hearts of many, as it were, to melt for very Trou- 
ble, when theſe Terrors have overtaken us. But 
this laſt amazing Stroke of Providence appean 
to exceed any of the Kind we felt before: Be 
awakened then, I intreat, and riſe from your Beds 
of Eaſe and Security, which I am jealous ſome are 
returned to, after (perhaps) having had Recourſe to 
your appointed Faſts, and voluntary Humiliations 3 


many formal Prayers well adapted to the Occaſion; 


divine 


1 


* This refers to the Pe/t-bouſe, built upon an Illand ſicuate 
towards the Mouth or the Sea, where, when any Veſſel arri, 
having a contagious Diſcaſe on board, the Sick are brought ® 
this Place, and the Vets pertorms Quarentiae, | | 


1 
ivice Diſpleaſure, attoned for their Miſdeeds, aff 
ufſiciently — God's Mercies in deliver- 
gs you from Death 3 teturning Gth! one to His 
wa Heart. n e er ene 0 ph 

But to theſe I have to ſay, from a degree of 
xperience, thatitheſe outward Humiſiations, theſe 

Performances in our own Will and Time, are not 

Wcceptable to the Lord, tis not the Faſt that he 
equires at your Hands; but the Faſt that ever 
as, and now is acceptable to him, is, that Men 
Eſtain from all manner of Sin, not for a Day only, 
Wt all the Days of their Lives; that they looſe the 
Bands of Wickedneſs, and undo the heavy Burdens, 

Wand that they let the oppreſſed Seed of the Kingdom 
s free, and have room in the Heart to grow and 
ccreaſe, to the Praiſe and Glory of God. Let then 
ach one, not forgetting his late Diſtreſs, Jay his 
Hand upon his Heart, and aſk the Witneſs for God 
* his Conſcience, What have I done or omitted, 
Wo. draw down the Diſpleaſure of Heaven? Be in 
arneſt, I beſeech you, for your immortal Souls, 
nd ſuffer not the Adverſary of them to deceive yon 
vith a Perſuaſion, that you can't overcome your 
drrupt Luſts and Affections; but by divine Aid 
nd Aſſiſtance ſearch out the Sin that eaſily beſers 
you, and make no Delay to forſake it. But perhaps 
Wome, morally righteous, may think this Scrutiny 
needleſs, and are thanking God, that they are not 
is other Men, Extortioners, Aculterers, unjuſt, &c. 
and may alſo ſay, I faft, and give Ams: Upon 
which I obſerve, that the rich Man in the Para- 


FE. a 


-normous V ices, but with ſpending his Wealth up- 
on himſelf, in a luxurious and voluptuous manner 
of living, ſuffering his poor Brother mean while 
to be pinched with Hunger. But I would remind 
ch as cry Peace to themſelvęs, on the Account of 

5 moral 


dle is not charged with groſs Immoralities and Luke avis 


own 


motal Duties, and imagine tis to abſtih 
from groſs Senſualities ; I ſay, 1 have then 
remember there is ſuch a Crime as ſpiritual Idolatry, 
that is, à forſaking God in the Heart, (whom we 
are commanded, and therefore under. a religiow 
Obligation, of loving with the whole Heart) and go 
ing after other Lovers; and this ſpiricual Adultery 
is committed when Men are loving (more than God} 
Father, Mother, Wife or Children, any worldly 
or temporal Delight or Poſſeſſion whatſoever ; 
"theſe Things thereby become his Idols: And ar 
not Men making to themſelves Gods many, © and 
Lords many, of the Things of the Earth, which 
have Dominion over them, by engroſſing their Ab 
tections; are they not daily making Gods of Sil- 
ver, and Gods of Gold, of Stone, of Wood, d 
Clay, of Straw, of Stubble, Sc. when to Thing 
contemptible, and infignificant and baſe, Peopk 
are transferring the Love and Glory due to the in 
corruptible God, baſely proſtituting their Affection 

to corruptible Things, and inordinately purſuing 
thoſe Things the Heatben Nations, unacquaintet 
with God, were ſeeking after with Earneſtneſs and 
Delight; and may we not conclude thoſe ignorant 
of that divine Enjoyment and true Peace attending 
a right Acquaintance with God, who we obſerve io 
N purſuing worldly Things, having by thell 
legligence and Diſobedience not witneſſed this 

divine Privilege ; or, Demas like, loving this p 
ſent World, have made Shipwreck of Faith, and 
of this good Conſcience towards God; and as! 
have before noted, though many may be giving 
| themſelves Credit on the Score of moral Juſtice, 
Equity, Sc. and that Species or Branch of Charit 
which leads to relieve the Neceſſitous, and which 
Virtues are _ acceptable in the Sight of God, 
yet I would not have People forget, that there ; 
 Feligious Juſtice required of us. A Man may be 
| | | | ver] 
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rery careful in relation to his Dealings, bor aß 
elling, exchanging, lending and borrowing ; to do 
ight to all Men, and yet he may fall extremely 
ſhort in giving God his Due ; he may comply withs 

dr not offend againſt any human Laws, and yet be 
;nning, againſt. the Laws of God; he may render 

o Ceſar the Things that are his, and at the ſame 

ime (if I may ule the Expreſſion) defraud God of 

he Things that are his. The religious Juſtice due 

o God 1s, that we fear, love, and honour him by 
dur Obedience and Subjection to his Will ; the re- 
Igious Juſtice we owe ourſelves, is to take care that 

re wrong not that Part which is moſt eſſentiallß 
purſelves, by: prefering the Care and Pleaſure of the 
Body to the Happineſs of our immortal Souls, 
which Joo too many neglect to make a ſuitable 
Provifion for. In the Senſe I am now conbdertng 

his Virtue and Juſtice, and its oppoſite Vice, 1 find 

re are doing Injuſtice to our Neighbour in many 
Caſes when we ſin againſt any of the Laws of God, 
and do not come up agreeable to the Doctrines 
and Precepts of Chriſtianity, as the holy Author 
thereof tells us, heſocver ſhall break one of theſe 
leaſt Commandments, and ſhall teach Men ſo, he ſhall 

be called the leaſt in ibe Kingdom of Heaven: And 
previous -to this Doctrine preached on the Mount, 

re find our Lord ſaying to his Diſciples in the Au- | 
dience of the Multicude, 7+ are the Light of the Mat. v. 1 
World ; a City ſet on an Hill cannot be bid; lets 
your Light ſo ſhine before Men, that they may ſee your, 
good Works, and glorify your Father which is in Hea- 
ven, Hence it is then that we wrong our Neigh- 
bours, when we are ſetting them Examples contrary 

to Piety, Humility, Moderation and Temperance, 
Sc. and it we ſee our Neighbour fin, we ought in 
Juſtice to admoniſh him; Thou halt in any wiſe re- Levit. zis. 
ute thy Neighbour, and not ſuffer Sin upon bim. But 7. 
when Men ſee us in the contrary Practices, and 

| = = pourſuing 
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| Things, as well as they are induced to think thenk 


are guilty of Crimes which thay not immediate} 


Sins of future Generations, in ſore ſenſe, may b 
juſtly chargeable on us of the preſent? For as Peoplt 


elſe to their Childrens Imitation and Choice (bot 


teaching Children by Example, to ſeek and delite 


8 ] 
Warth and Vigour, they not conſidering 'Conk 
quences, and only looking at the Superficies 

hings, are tempted to graſp after bee as 1bt Wil 


ſelves ſafer in their Sins, when they have the H 
ample of their Betters, as they term them, and th 
moft Knowing to fupport and encotirage them 
*Tis a common, but untrue Saying, that when Ma 


and directly tend to the-outward Prejudice of th 
Neighbour, That they are no Body's Enemy but thai 
own ; bur any, who will examine the Nature ail 
Circumſtance of Sin, and the Power of Example, wi 
ſee the Effects do not centre and end in outſelves, bit 
our Vices, of what Nature ſoever, may caft an ut 
happy Influence all around us; our Neighbouts, by 
Children, our Servants, are liable to be affected au 
hurt thereby; nay, may I not ſafely ſay, that tit 


Jr wy 


example their Children in Sin, and train them up 
Vanity and Folly, neglecting the vital Part of tr 
Religion, and teaching them only a Form of God 
heſs, tis more than probable (unleſs ſome extra 
dinary and immediate Inſtruction and Help fro 
God prevent) that their Children will tread in th 
ſame Steps, and then as we are, ſo will the next Gm 
ration be. And indeed when I look about, I lamen 
to obſerve the generality of Parents propoſing litt 


me p=rwu. wy 


Y os 


by their own Example, and the manner of the 
Education) but, in the firſt Place, a vigorous Pur 
ſuit ot Wealth, as a Foundation to ſupport all theit 
Luſts and Vanities : And contrary to the Doctrine 
and Precepts of Chriſt, are theſe unjuſt Parent 


worldly Wiſdom, Honour, Grandeur, Preferments 
| - Applauſe, 


Oo mei pplauſe, c. and to emulate thoſe who have a 1 
; | Conl reater Share of any of theſe than themſelves 2 1 
ficies beſe are the Examples Parents exhibit, and theſe „ 
rb be good Gifts (as they think them) they are giving _ 
K then cic Cmidren in their Lite-time, and theſe the Le- 4% 
the Eg gacies they are moſt earneſt and careful ro bequeath | ''l 
and th hem at their Death : Lamentable indeed to behold f 
> acne horrible Injuſtice which ſo much abounds in the li 
en Meg world! moſt People ſtriving to be opulent and I 


edratelW&-reat, rather than virtuous and good, ſeeking and 
teeming the Praiſe of Men, more than the Praiſe 
df God: At this View I am ready to cry out in the 

| ords of the Prophet Jeremiah, Be aſtoniſhed, O ye Jer. 3.1% 
ple, Heavens at this, and be horribly afraid; lament for 
ves, LU poor Man, who has forſaken the Laws of his God 
an ug tand while you keep your Stations, and move agree- 
ts, 0 able to his Commands in the Creation, Man only 
breaks bis Rank, and puts all Things in Confuſion and 

= D:/order.) Could I then but prevail with any, by 
nay H propoſing God's Love and Mercy as Inducements 
P copun to love him again, how would all your Thoughts, 


1 up Words and Actions, which in a State of Alienation 
8 * from God are in Confuſion and Diſorder, without 


Form, and void of this holy Love, be 4 
traci into a proper Rectitude, Order and Unifortnity ? 
p froth Bur if any one ſhould here aſk, How ſhall I come 
in UW to this high Attainment of loving God above all 
Things? I have both read and heard that it is my 
Duty ſo to do, and ſometimes I think I have been 
g li willing thus to do, but how to perform 1 find 
(bod not; my natural Propenſities to ſenſible and world- 
ly Delights are ſtrong, and the Frailties of Tay 


Fur Nature great, ſo that in Times of Temptation, the 
theiß good Reſolutions which 1 have ſometimes made, 
_ grow weak and deſert me, and my Deſires after 
are 


God grow cool and languid, and J find myſelf 

unable to refiſt any Temptation to this Sin, Folly +. 

and Vanity I once thought I muſt forſake; add to 
= WS: | theſe 
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over Sin, and the Propenſities of our depraved 


is to be paſſive, and willing to let him remove theſe 
_ Obſtacles ; let him caſt out your old Lovers, take 


neſs; in a Word, let him redeem you from. the 


have you obſerve, That notwithſtanding, by ſome 


Sin attainable in this Life, yet on the following 
Poſſibility of faithfully keeping all God's CORE 


your Duty towards God to believe in him, to Ju 


his holy Name and his Word, and to ſerve him 


promiſe and vow theſe three great Things, in which 
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* 20 1. 
theſe "og in my Way, the Doctrine I have an 
taught to believe, viz. That an entire Conqueſt 


Nature, is not to be obtained in this Life; and 
therefore I conclude there's no coming fully up to 
this Duty here, where we meet with io many Ob. 
ſtructions. I anſwer to ſuch who may be thus rea- 
ſoning.— The Way to attain to the Love of God, 


away your falſe Gods, remove your Idols out of 
his Temple (your Hearts: ) Let God but ariſe, and 
he will ſcatter theſe Enemies of your true Happi- 


1 


Bondage of your Corruprions, and then you can't 
Ir 


fail of loving him with all the Heart, c. 
And reſpecting the above Doctrine, I would 


of your Articles, you deny a perfect Freedom from 
Principles and Doctrines you can't avoid allowing a 
(and that all the Days of your Lives) when you ſay, 
him, to /ove him with all the Heart, with all the 
Mind, with all the Soul, with all the Strength; 


to worſhip him, to give e him Thanks, to put your 
whole Truſt in him, to call upon him, to honour 


af A. £- Md To £034 


truly a the Days of your Lives. Again, many 


are couched the Doctrine of perfect and finlels 
Obedience; and firſt, you promile to_ renounce the 
Devil and all bis Works,” the Pomps and Vanities of 
this wicked World, and all the ſinful Luſts of the 
Fleſh. Secondly, you engage to. believe all the 
Articles of the Chriſtian Faith ; and thirdly, to 
keep God's holy W ill and Commandments, * 

2004 
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nqueſt * in the ſame all the Days of your Lives 3 
praved WW dding, that you think yourſelves bound to believe 
z and Wand perform as above, and by God's Help ro fulfil 
up to his ſolemn Engagement. And being ſenſible that 
V Ob. ou are weak and inſufficient to do theſe Things of 
us .rea- iy ourſelves; viz. ro walk in the Commandments of 
God, God, and to ſerve him without his Grace, which 
e thele ſy ou are to learn at all Times to call for by diligent 
„ take rayer, to keep you from al! Sin and Wickeaneſs : 
out of WM At the ſame Time having thank'd God, that he 
2, and hach called you to this State of Salvation through 
Jappi- eſus Chriſt our Saviour. Who then that caſts his 
m the WWE yes on theſe Articles, &c. but muſt ſee the Doc- 


trine of a perfect Freedom from Sin comprehended 
in them? And that with vs you hereby acknow- 
edge a Redeemer come out of Zion, not to ſave 
en in their Sins, but to turn away Ungodlineſs 


1 from rom Jacob, and Tranſgreſſion from I/rael. For this Rom. 21. 
owing is my Covenant unto them when I ſhall take away their 7 
wing a in,: And for this Purpoſe God has promiſed the 


nands, Grace and Aſſiſtance of his holy Spirit to them who 
y, tis aſk in Faith, with ſincere Deſires to obtain this 
Help: So that Men, though weak of themſelves, 


have no room to plead Inabiliry to do God's 
Will, ſince he, who is all-powerful, has declared 
himſelf to be our Strength in Weakneſs. And tho? 
this Poſition is undeniable, that we cannot do any 
good Thing without the Spirit of Chriſt inclining and 

aſſiſting us therein, it does not follow thence that 
we cannot come up fully in all Chriſtian Duties 
with this divine Aid; through which I think the 


ſinleſs 


ce the Wl Apoſtle Paul, having exp-rienced the Sufficiency of 

ies of God's Grace, tells us, he could do all T. bings through Philip. iv. 
f the Cri? which ſtrengibered bim: And though white '3 
the we remain in a State of depraved Nature, and 

y, to thereby Children of Wrath, doing thoſe Things we 

„ and ought not to do; yet let us examine, it bing born 


at again, by the incorruptible Word, or Power of 


3 God, 


— Ta TY 
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| God, will be of no Advantage to us! ? I think the 


— in. Apoſtle John tell us, Whoſoever is born of God dul 


not commit Sin, for bis Seed remaineth in bim; be 
cannot ſin, becauſe he is. born of God; the Spirit of 


Chriſt influencing his whole Conduct, and he keep. 
eth himſelf (by the Power of God) and the wicked 


One toucheth him not. We know therefore that 
we are af God, and the whole World lieth in 
Wickedneſs, and whoſoever. is born of God over: 
cometh the World ; and this is the Victory that 
overcometh the Spirit of the World, even our Faith, 
*Tis therefore the Sin of Unbelief, as well as a Love 
to their Sins, that cauſe ſo many to remain in this 


erroneous Doctrine, viz. that there is no perfect 


Freedom from Sin to be expected or obtained in 


this Life. 


Let us next hear the Evangeliſt Jobn ſpeaking of 


John i. 11, Chriſt.— He came unto his own, and bis own recervel 


12, 13. 


bim not; but as many as received bim, to them gave be 
Power to become the Sons of God, even to them. that 
believe on bis Name, (which is his power) which wert 
born not of Blood, nor of the Will of the Fleſh; nor of 
tbe Will of Man, but of Cod; that Inſpiration of hs 
holy Spirit, which you pray for to cleanſe the 
Thoughts of your Hearts, &c. that you might 
perfefily love him, and worthily —__y his hoh 
Name. 

And I would here humbly aſk ſuch as profeſs to 


worſhip God agreeable to the Liturgy of the 


Church of England, how this can be done while 
Men continye in Sin? which, by the daily Conf 
ſion, the Members of that Church are never fret 
from: With what Propriety and Conſiſtency cat 


they pray in the Form of Words which are occ- 


fionally, and ſome of them daily uſed, one while 
drawing near to the Throne of Grace, confeſſing theit 
manifold Sins and Wickedneſs before God, that the 
may obtain Forgiveneſi of them ; and in the ſame 

Prayer 
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Things they ought not, yet daily praying to be 


_ Help) that al! who profeſs and call themſelves 


contelling, and not endeavouring to forſake Sin, 


by the whole Tenour of which, we find not only 
the Neceſſity of knowing our Tranſgreſſions Par. 


neſs? And it People are to be always doing wrong 


can it © be ſaid, that their Works are ſo much as begun 


„ 


for bis Mercies Sate: Again, Spare thy People whon 
thou haſt redeemed with thy precious Blood; neverthel 
leſs continue miſerable Offenders, always doing thoſe 


furthered by continual Help from God, that thei 
Works begun and continued, 'may be ended in him, that 
thereby they may glorify his holy. Name, Andi 
miſerable Sinners ſtill, what will become of all thek 
Prayers and Doctrines com prehended in your Forms 
of Prayer ? Where's the Love and Dread of God, 
and diligently living after his Commandments ?' What 
becomes of theſe your Petitions, Grant that . thi 
Day we fall into no Sin; keep us this Day without Sin; 
grant that we may do always bat which is righteous in 
thy Sight , that all our Doings may be ordered by th 
Guvernance : ; that the Church may be guided a g. 
verned by thy good Spirit, (furthered by thy continua 


Cheilian may be led into the Way of Truth, and 
Hold the Faith in Unily of Spirit, and in Righteoufut 
of Life. 


Again, if People remain in ane Spot, alway 


where's the Benefit they receive by the Coming of 
Chrift Jeſus the Saviour? What will become of 
thoſe numerous Doctrines of the holy Scriptures, 


don'd and taken away, but an Advancement in Hal. 
Things, and always in this miſerable State, how 


in Cod? For this 5 is beginning of the Work of God 
(wrought in our Souls) hat we believe in the Power 
of Chriſt Jeſus, whom be hath ſent to take away tht 
Sins of the World. For notwithſtanding your for- 
mal and daily Confeſſion, that you are miſerabl: 


Sinners, I believe ny are ſuch among your 
Members 


ES. 


þ 2 


„ lembers, in whom the Work of God is happily 5 


v4 


verthe begun; to theſe let me ſay, you muſt know this 


g thoke&-00d- Work continued; for I experimentally know _ 
to be rhis Maxim to be true, hat there is no ſtanding ſtill 
t their in Religion, or the Work of God; for if we do not 

u, tha know a going forward, we may certainly conclude 


And i 
I thek 
Form 
F God, 
What 
at . this 
ut Sin; 
teous in 
byt 

1d 1 
ntindal 
nſelve 
h, and 


cou 


we ate going backward : And if there was no 
Neceſſity for an Advancement in Righteouſneſs, if 
alter People have ceaſed to do Evil, they were not 
to learn to do cell, to what Purpoſe are all the fol- 
owing Doctrines and Exhortations delivered by the 


and in the Knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Feſus 18. 


and of the Knowledge of the Son of God, unto a per- 
ett Man. unto the Meaſure of the Stature of the Fulneſs 


Righteous alſo ſhall hold on his Way, and he that bath 


rom Strength to Strength, every one of them in Zion, 7 


alway Sc. But it Satan always reigns in Men, as he cer- 
ce Sin, WM tainly does while they continue miſerable Sinners, 
1ing of where's the Cea/ing ta do Evil? where's the Coming 
»me offi of ihe King dom of God, and the doing his Will on 
ptures, WW Zarib,“ as it is done in Heaven? which ſome People 
t only daily pretend to pray for. Where's the Change the 
is pal. rimitive Chriſtians knew, and all true Believers in 
1 Holt Chriſt muſt witneſs, the Tranſlation out of the King- 
wrong dm of Darkneſs, into the Kingdom of the dear Son of 
„ how God ? And if People are always in Bondage, ſerv- 
s begun ig divers Luſts and Corruptions, (for of whom or 


f God BW whatſoever a Man is overcome, of the ſame he is 
Power brought into Bondage) where is the Liberty of the 
ay the Sons of God, the perfect Freedom that many talk of 
ir for- | "= 1 5 1 
;ſerablt 

your . „ 
mbers, Is not this State a perfect Freedom from Sin ? 


S 


— 


A 


Prophets and Apoſtles of Chriſt? Grow in Grace, a pet. iu. 
Chriſt, till we all come in the Unity of the Failh, Eph, iv. 13. 
Je Chriſt; and as new born Babes, deſire the ſincere 1 Pet. ii. 2. 
Mile of the Word, that ye may grow thereby, The Job xvii. . 


clean Hands ſhall be ſtronger and ſtrorger. 7. hey 20 pfal.lxxziv. 
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healed ? Becauſe, notwithſtanding Mens Profeſſions 
and Confeſſions, ioo many are injincere and unwili 
o part with their Luſts and Corruplions. 
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in their Devotians ? Where's the gracious and ready 


Help of God you acknowledge ? Then, why do you 
continue miſerable Offenders againſt his hbaty Las? 


And are People ſincere in their Peritions when they. 


ſay, they defire to be looſed from the Bands and Chain 
of Sin, and yet will not come rightly to Chriſt þ 


make them free indeed ! How can People ſay, that 


their Sins grieve them ;. that they fee] the Barthes 
of them intollerable, and yet will not properly come 
The only 
Way and Means of finding Reſt to the Soul. Why 
are People thus complaining daily of the Burthen of 
Corruptions? Has God left them to ſink under the 
Load of Sin without a Remedy ? Is there not Help 
Jaid upon one mighty to ſave, and able to deliver 
from Sin all that come to him weary indeed ? 
Does the compaſſionate Saviour call all ſuch as 


labour and are heavy laden, to him to relieve them, 


and when they apply, refuſe them his Aid? Is hi 
Arm ſhorten'd or grown weaker than it formerly 
was ? Is his Grace inſufficient to ſave now, any 


more than in the Apoſtle Paul's Days ? Is there 


not Balm in Gilead? is there not a Phyſician there? 
Why then are not the Wounds that Sin has made, 


And now, dear fellow Mortals, let me here ſaf, 


I wiſh you would conſider, that while you are going 


on in your Forms of Devotion, you are uttering 
palpable Untruths in the Preſence of the all- ſeeing 
God ; for if People are miſerable Sinners, certainly 
they are not at the ſame Time humble Servants df 
God: And if they happily have known Chriſt to re- 
deem them from Sin, and furthering them by his con- 
tinual Help, by which they magnify him Day by Day, 


theſe then, in ſuch a State cannot be miſerable O. 
fenders, who have no Health in them; neither — 
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tel | 
hefe daily following the Devices and Deſires of their 


wn Hearts; for can a good Tree bring forth evil 
ruit, or an evil Tree bring forth good Fruit? 


nholy at the ſame Time. 

I have not ſaid theſe Things, Brethren, either to 
ame or offend you; but having heretofore been 
n that miſerable Situation myſelf, always or daily 
onfeſſing, but not endeavouring to forſake Sin; 


hat there was a Neceſſity of coming out of this 


Heart and Affections; in a Word, I found, or ſaw 
the Neceſſity of being born again, before I could 
call God my heavenly Father, as well as that I muſt 
be baptized again with Chriſt's Baptiſm of the Holy 


of Grace (with a pure, humble and lowly Heart) 
and be truly initiated into his holy catholick 
Church, and be a real Member of that Body of 


and examin'd Things that pertain to eternal Life 
and Salvation, I have found that the Kingdom of 
God came not with outward Obſervations, that it 
ſtood not in Meats and Drinks, neither in divers 
Waſhings, and outward carnal Ceremonies and Or- 
dinances 3 which nevertheleſs had their Time, and 
were impoſed on the Jews till the Coming of 


dinances were exhibited only as Types, Figures and 
Shadows of good Things to come, and to remain 
only till the Time that Chriſt, the Sum and Sub- 
ſtance of all external Rites, came, who was, and is 
fulfilling in the Hearts of all true Believers thoſe 
Things teſtified of in carnal Ordinances, and which 
the Apoſtle Paul remarks, could not make the 
Conners thereunto perfef?, as they can do nothing 

„N | 3. pertaining 


an @ Foliptain ſend forth at the ſame Place fuqet james ili. 
ater and bitter? ſo neither can a Man be holy and. - 


and finding, when I ſolidly thought on my Ways, 
unhappy State, and that I muſt know a Change of 


Ghoſt and Fire, before I could addreſs his Throne 


which Chriſt is the Head: I ſay, when I conſider'd 


Chriſt ; that outward Ceremonies and carnal Or- 


1 
1 
| 
| 
' 
. 


— 


* . 


pertaining to the Conſciente' ; for, ſays he, as in 
Palſible that the Blood of Bulls or Goats, or the Abbe of 
an Heifer, &c. ſhould take away Sin; ſo neither can 
any external Waſhing, or the receiving the Crea, 
| tures of Bread and Wine, in any wiſe tend to purge 
Fl xt. ( the Conſcience from Sin 2 :” Outward Sacrifices and 
Offerings, according to the Pſalmiſt's Experience, 
God has no Pleaſure in; then he goes on and ce. 
ſcribes the Sacrifices which are acceptable to him 
The Sacrifices of God are à broken (or humble) Spirit; 
a broken and contrite (or truly repenting) Heart, 0 
2 thou lt not deſpiſe : 'Tis by this Contrition of 
Soul that God is preparing us to do his Will, be. 
getting a ſincere and godly Sorrow for Sin, a Re- 
entance never to be repented of, viſible in our 
Words and Actions, every Thought having bee 
brougbt, by God's Power, to the Obedience or 
Subjection of Chriſt, Therefore in Chriſtian Lowe 
I earneſtly intreat you, to come to an impartial 
Examination of your Faith, your Forms and Cere 
monies, as well as your Practice; and as you pro. 
fets Chriſt to be the Foundation of your Faith, 
be careful leſt you be found building thereon with 
Wood, Hoy, or Stubble ; I caution you to beware, 
Jeſt you be ſporting yourſelves with your own De- 
vices and Deceivings : Religion, (my dear Felleu. 
Mortals) or the Duty and Obligation we are under 
to love and ſerve God, is of the utmoſt Importance 
to us his depencent Creatures, and an habitual Re- 
verence, and Eye to the Creator, .ought to appear 
in all our Words and Actions, and more eſpecially 
in that moſt ſolemn Duty of our Lives, the more 
immediate Worſhip of the ſupream Being when 
we approach his Preſence in Prayer, which ought 
never to be entered upon without a due Preparation 
of Heart, feeling a Reverence and godly Fear be- 
gotten in our Souls by that Power we profels to 
adore : : We may amuſe and decerve ourfelves with 
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odily Exerciſe, but tis impoſſible to deceive, that 


tis in mniſcient God, who requires us his Creatures to 
Aﬀpes of vor ſhip him in Spirit and in Truth; and he or ſhe 
her cat does not thus worſhip the Father, does not 
e Cres Merform any Worſhip at all: And however eaſy 
7 purpe e may make ourſelves with Forms and Shews of 
ces and odlineſs, without witnefling the Power, the all- 
erience, eing God beholds us, and will manifeſt every 
ind ce. Man's Work, even when he comes into his Temple, 
> him ; kc Heart of Man, as a Refiner with Fire, the Fire 
Spirit f his Word or Power, with which he will moſt 
cart, 0 ertainly try every Man's Work of what Sort it is. 
tion ond here let me add one Evidence or Criterion of 
ill, be. rue and acceptable Worſhip ; If any Man be a 
„ a Re. true) Wor ſhipper of God, and doth bis Will, bim be 
in our eareib. 
g been When firſt I began to write, I had no Intention 
nce orf making any Remarks on Men's particular Tenets, 
Lon f pinions or Ceremonies reſpecting Religion, but as 
partial apprehend the great Remembrancer (the Spirit of 
d Cere Truth) has brought theſe old Things, which have 
ou pro- een done away in me, to the View of my Under- 
Faith, WK anding, I thought it my Duty tbus to mention, and 


n with 
beware, 


vn De. 


o offer them to your ſolid Confideration. And now 
Word offers to you, who hold the Doctrine of 
nconditional and perſonal Election and Reprebation, 


Fellow: a Senſe which I have found, upon Examination 
> under f thoſe Doctrines, reflects great Diſhonour on God, 
ortance nd proves ſometimes of dangerous Conſequence to 
ial Re. Men; and I would briefly fay, from a Degree of 


appear Experience, what I apprehend to be the true - Inten- 
ecially Won and Meaning of the holy Scriptures concerning 
2 more his Doctrine; and firſt, I find the Apoſtlæ Paul 
- when Writing to Titus, that the Grace of God, which brings 


; ought 
aration 
ar be- 
}fels to 
es with 


bodily 


alvation, bath appeared to all Men; then ſurely this 
S ſaving Grace: And the ſame Apoſtle tells us, 


aden: This then is the Kindneſs and Love of 
; Gal 


be Goſpel was preached to every Creature which is under Col. i 23. 
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here we find all Men calPd to a State of Salvation: 

Why then are there but few (in Compariſon) choſa 

or elected? Tis becauſe they do not comply wii 

the Condition or Terms of Election, which ven 
propoſed by the Almighty to an Offender in the fir 

| Age of the World, and continues to be the Term 
Gen, iv. 7, of Acceptance, or Election to this very Day; If tha 
doſt well, (ſaid the Lord to Cain) ſhalt thou mt | 
accepted ? and if thou doſt not well, Sin lieth at th 

Door: Here then is the Cauſe of Rejection, & 

tying at the Door; which may be removed in i 

Men, would they receive the Inſtruction and Ai 

of the Grace of God; it would teach them 10 d, 

all Ungodlineſs, and the World's Luſts, and enabif 

them 10 live ſoberly, rigbteouſſy, and godly in this jr 

ſent World : Here we lee the Power and Efficacyq 

this divine Grace, which has appeared to all Ma 

Then whoſoever does not reſiſt this favourabt 

1 Cor, xii, Help of God, this Manifeſtation of the Spirit (whici 
2 is given lo every Man to profit withal, but believes 
its Sufficiency to ſave from Sin, and ſuffers it ti 
operate, in the Heart, to the pulling down th 

ſtrong Holds of Satan; and by the fame divine A 
ſiſtance comes up in the faithful Diſcharge of thi 
ſeveral] Duties to God and their Neighbour, as m 

nifeſted in the outward, as well as inwardly write 

Law in the Heart; theſe are in a State of Ele 

tion in and by Chriſt, and in Favour and Acceft 

ance with God: But on the contrary, all thoſe wil 
continue to reſiſt the Grace and Will of God, 20 

refuſe to be converted, (or changed) and ſanctifi 
thereby, -and are perſiſting in a State of Diſobed 

.ence and Tranſgreſſion, in the Violation of It 

Laws, theſe, for this Cauſe, are in a State of N 
probation or Rejection; for the moſt high, hol) 

Juſt and pure God, will not confer on ſuch as tb 
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ny eſpecial Favour or Token of Approbation, ſo 
* Trath oog as they remain inflexible, obdurate, and dif= 
Ivation bedient to his holy Laws: The Lord had Reſpect to Gen, iv.-4; 
1) choſn, righteous) Abel and bis Offering, but to (wicked) 
ply wü Cin and bis Offering, be had not Reſpeft ; for the Prov. xxl, 
ch wen arrifice of the Wicked is Abomination. And now *7* | 


3 to the preſent Purpoſe occurs, which the 


the fich | 
A poſtle Paul wrote to them which heretofore had 2 Cor. xiil. 


frned, and to all others, exhorting them after this 


4 not manner, Examine yourſelves, whether ye be in the 2 Cor.xill, 
b at aitb; "pie your own Selves, know ye not your own ® 
ion, ves, bow that Chriſt Feſus is in you execept ye be 


Reprobates. As if he had ſaid, as he has done elſe- 
here, Know ye not, that as many as are led by the Rom. vill. 
„ pirit of God, they are the Sons of God; and as the“ | 
A poſtle Peter has it, Theſe are obedient Children, not 1 ver. i. us 
Faſhioning themſelves according to the former Lufls in 
their Ignorance, but are bringing forth the Fruits of 


111 Male Spiric of God. And this will be the State of thoſe 


„ourihil who are viſited by his Grace, and are obedient to 
(bie ir, and make not ſhipwreck of Faith and a good 
lieves i Conſcience, by which they become Reprobates, and 


often return to their former Luſts, whereby they 
cauſe the Spirit of God to be withdrawn from them, 
and thoſe Things which conduce to their Peace are 
hidden from their Eyes. Vou who may have yet ſome 
Grace remaining in you, and Faith not quite loſt, 


rs it i 
»wn [| 
vine A 
of the 


as Mm . has Bs s $ 
„ writt examine what are the natural and neceſſary. Fruits 
of Ele accompanying the Chri/tian Faith, and know, that 


it muſt work by Love to God, to the purifying the 
Conſcience; and that you muſt add io your Faith 2 bet i. 5, 
Viriue, Knowledge, Temperance, Paliente, Godlineſs, 6. 7. f. f. 
Brotherly-kindneſs and Charity ; for if theſe Things be 


W u you and abound, they make you that you ſhall neither 
\ of e barren nor unfruitful in the Knowledge of our Lord 
of N eus Chrift ; but be that Lacketh theſe Things is Blind. 


and cannot ſee afar off, &c. Thele neceſſary Pro- 
auctions were to evidence their Faith, and to prove 
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that they were not Reprobates, or rejected of God 
And therefore the Apoſtle Peter further exhorts þ 
the following Words; Wherefore the rather, In. 
thren, give Diligence to make your Calling and Elefin 
ſure, for if ye do theſe Things ye ſhall never fall; jy 
fo an Entrance fhall be miniſtred unto you abundanth, 
into the everlaſting Kingdom of our Lord and Savuuy 
 Feſus Chriſt. Theſe Scriptures, among others which 
might be produced, plainly evince, that the Ele: 
tion ſtands in our being in Chriſt, (made new Cres 
| tures by virtue of his Power, and accepted through 
| Roms, viii. him, the Beloved) and he in us, by his Spirit: Nog 
= if any Man have not the Spirit of Chriſt, he is none 
1 his; and Know ye not that you are the Temple of Gul, 
and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you; which, i 
we reſiſt not, will be influencing, leading, govern- 
ing and directing our Thoughts, Words and Ac: 
tions: Theſe who are in this Subjection to the div 
Will, are in a State of Election, choſen of God 
and in his Favour, having obeyed his gracious Cal 
to Virtue and Glory ; on the contrary, as above- 
ſaid, thoſe who reſiſt the Operation of the Hol 
Ghoſt, and quench that Meaſure of the Spirit, (give 
to every Man to profit withal) who are contentious 
and will not obey the Truth, nor have Chriſt thus 
to reign over them; ſo long as they continue in 
their Diſobedience, they remain in a State of Re. 
probation, being rejected of God, and out of hs 
%%% | py 
But not to enter far into the Arguments ſomel 
Men advance for their Doctrine, in the miſtake 
| Senſe of it, I would juſt ſay how my Mind hs 
been affected with Dread and Horror, when I ſer 
People preſuming to make void the unalterable 
Perfections and Laws of God's Love, Mercy, and 
Juſtice, and contradicting the inſpired and ſacred 
Heb. ii. 9. Writings, which ſay, Chriſt taſted Death for eve 
Roma. v.13. Man. The free Gift came upon all Men to Joel 
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of Lift 3 and that be is, ſaith the: Apoſtle Jobn, 1 John li 
he Propitiation for our Sins, and not for our Sins © | 


er, bit | 

ö 2045 only, but alſo for the Sins of the whole World; and 
all ; be Apoſtle Paul tells us, that God will bave all 1 Tim. i. 
ndanihs Men lo be ſaved, and to come unto the Knowleage of © 
Favim he Truth; and the Apoſtle Peter tells us, The Lord 2 Pes. ilk 
rs which” 1197 Sack concerning his Promiſe, but is long-ſuffering ® 


1e Elec Wo 15-ward, not willing that any ſhould periſh, but that 
w Cres g [ould come to Repentance : Yet ſome Men are not 
rhrough afraid to deny and gainſay theſe Scripture-Doctrines, 
t: My hen they ſay, that Chriſt died only for a Part of 
5 none o lankind, whom God hath elected to Salvation 
of Crom Eternity, when he alſo ordained or predeſti- 
hich, ated the reſt of Minkind to everlaſting Deſtruc- 


tion; and thus has he, as they ſay, decreed without 


overn- 
0 Ae eſpect to Mens good or evil Works, and that he 
e divin gives ſaving Grace to the El:&, but with-holds the 
f God {Means thereof from the Non elect, and paſſing 
dus CailfMeheſe by, excludes them from the Benefits of Chriſt's 
above. Death; or which is more ſhockipg, though God 
Hoy ffer his Son, yet by an eternal Decree he has put 
„(given t out of the Power of the Non elect to receive him, 
entiou by refuſing them the Ability; and then repreſent 
iſt chu the holy, merciful and juſt Being, expecting to reap 


here he has not ſown, when he is calling theſe to 
account for their Sins, to whom he not only refuſed 
Ability to forſake them, but on the contrary, has 
decreed that they ſhould not be ſaved. | = 


inue in 
of Re. 
of hi 


ts ſome | have heard it related, but know not from what 
iſtaken Authority, of an Emperour of Fzz and Morrocco, 
nd ha who ſent one of his Officers to execute a Commiſ- 
1 1 ſee ion of Importance at ſome great Diſtance from the 
terable City; and while the Officer was preparing for his 
y, and Journey, and before he could ſer out, the Emperour 

ſacred cauſed him to be arreſted and caſt into Priſon. 


7 ever) Some Time after the Emperour enquired of his 
fication I Courtiers, whether this Officer was returned from 
Irccuting his Commiſſion; and being told, or 


C 4 reminded, 
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reminded, chat he had order'd the faid Officer to be 
caſt into Priſon, where he had lain ever ſince, th 


Emperour gave Command, that the Officer ſhoul 


be forthwith brought before him; and being 


brought, the Emperour aſked, if he had execute 
the Commiſſion given? The. Officer anſwered ty 
this Effect, That his Highneſs had cauſed him to l 
eaſt into Priſon, where be had lain till that Inſtant « 
Time, whereby his Highneſs himjelf had prevented hin 


from executing his Commiſſion. The Emperour in iff 


wrathful manner replies, What doth he diſpute, t 
call in Queſtion my Will and Power ? Cut off-hj 
Head: And the Officer's Head was immediateh 


ruck off. 


I am ready to conclude, that every reaſonabl 
and conſiderate Perſon will judge this Emperour u 


be a very unjuſt, unreaſonable and cruel: Tyran 


Pray now Jet it be conſidered, whether the Scheme 
of abſolute unconditional Predeſtination, and the com- 


mon or frequent Arguments uſed to ſupport th 


Scheme, do not render or repreſent the All- wil 
and infinitely gracious, merciful, juſt God, as crue|, 
unreaſonable, and unjuſt, as this Emperour is repre 
ſented to be ? . . 

And when theſe horrid Doctrines have bes 
called in queſtion, and ſhaken by Argumen 


drawn from a Conſideration of the divine Attri 


butes, as well as from Scripture and Reaſon, they 


fly for Refuge to the ſovereign and uncontroulabl: 
Will of God; not conſidering that he, the jullf 


Judge of all the Earth, (who calls upon morti 


Man to judge the People with juſt Judgment, an 


not to accept Perſons therein) muſt neceſſarily ui 


and do right, and that which is good ; and thit 


there is, morally ſpeaking, nothing impoſſible t 
God, but 70 do wrong or evil: And to this Purpol 


fer. xvii, is he ſpeaking by the Prophet Jeremiah, I the Lark 
1% fearch the Heart, I iry ile Reins, even 10 give evi) 
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ice, th Man according to his Ways, and according to 'the 

K k h Fruit of bis Doings. And we find the Lord ſaying, 3 
4 ben to his Servant Moſes, Whoſoever hath ſinned againſt . PALS 
deni e, bim will 7 Plot vut of my Book. That Mans 
xe LD: ru2ion is of himſelf, 1 think is plainly infei'd 

dy 1 from the Perfections of God, and proved by nu- 

Dh merous -Scripture Texts, as well as that his Elec- 


ted bin 


tion to Salvation is conditional, and of God. And 


as part of the firſt' and ſecond Chapters of the 


CY Romans ſeems to be much to the Purpoſe, I ſhall 
a here tranſcribe ſeveral Paſſages there - from, in 
1 4 which are alſo contained various Hints of the; 


Univer/ality af the Grace and Power of God thre? 
Chriſt, outwardly and inwardly preached” z which 
it may not be amiſs to introduce with a Paſſage 
from Revelation xiv. 6. where John the Divine thus 
ſpeaks, And I ſaw another Angel fly in the Midſt of | 
Heaven, having the everlaſiing Goſpel to prea:h unto i 
them that dwell on the Earth ; and to every Nation f 


1{onable 
erour t1 
Tyrant 
Scheme 
he com. 


ny 1 and Kindred and Tongue and People. And Paul calls | 
XII-wi bimſelf 4 Servant of Feſus Chrift, by whom, ſays he, Rom 1 f, 
A ns we bave received Grace and Apoſtleſpip. for Obedience 5, A4. R 


e bea Barbarians, both to the Wiſe and to the Unwife, 

1 and ſo much as in me is, I am ready to preach the 

he Goſpel to you that are at Rome alſo ; for I am not 

n, 1 1 | aſham'd of the Goſpel of Chriſt, for it is the Power 

FOWN | „/ God unto Salvation to every one that believeth, to 

W the Jew firſt, and alſo to the (Greek or) Gentile | 

| wy for therein (to wit in the Goſpel) is the Rightecuſneſs \ 

we 2 F of God reveal'd from Faith to Faith, as it is written, i 

% Ob 747 Heal! live by Faith. For the Wrath of God | 

: * is revealed from Heaven againſt all Ungodlincſs and k 

pur 0 Unrighteouſneſs of Men, who- hold the Truth in Un- | 

0 |. righteouſneſs : Becauſe that which may be known of [ 
_ God is manifeſt in them, for God hath ſhewed it unto |! 

e ivem, For the inviſible Things of him from the Creation 4 


to. the Faith among all Nations for his Name. Again, 


continues he, I am Debtor both to the Greeks and to 


C2 | of. | 


the Things that are made, even his eternal Pownr 
and Godbead ; fo that they are without Excuſe : Be- 2 


= 


of the World are clearly ſeen, being underflood h ©" 


leo!us 


Auan 


cauſe that when they knew God, they glorified him nat 


as God, neither were thankful ; but became vain in Imme 
their Imaginations, and their fooliſh Heart was dark- oy 1 
end: Profeſſing themſelves to be wiſe, they became p 1 
Fools; and changed the Glory of the uncorruptibl: ngu 
God into an Image, made like to corruptible Man, and J wh | 
to Birds and four footed Beaſts, and creeping Thangs : Te f 


ſerved the Creature more than the Creator, who is 
them over to a reprobate Mind, to do thoſe Things which 
nity, Whiſperers, Backbiters, Haters of God, Deſpiteful, 


to Parents, witbout Underſtanding, Covenant Breakers, 


Who knowing the Judgment of God, that they whit 


Rom, ii. 2, 
&c, 


ſuch Things. And thinkeſt thou this, O Man, that 


leadeth thee to Repentance. But after thy Hardntjs 
and impenitent Heart treaſureſt up unto thyſelf Wralb 


wherefore God alſo gave them up to Uncleanneſſ, 
through the Luſts of their own Hearts; who changed 
the Truth of God into a Lie, and worſhipped and 


bleſſed for ever. For this Cauſe (then) God gave 
them up unto vile Affections: And even as they did 
not like to retain God in their Knowledge, God gave 


are not convenient: Being filled with all Unrighteou- 
neſs, Fornication, Wickedneſs, Covetouſneſs, Maliciouſ- 
neſs, full of Envy, Murder, Debate, Deceit, Malig- 


Proud, Boaſters, Inventers of evil Things, diſobedient 
without natural Aſtection, implacable, unmerciful : 


commit ſuch Things are worthy of Death, not only a 
the ſame, but have Pleaſure in them that do them (ol 
as in the Margin, cozſent with them.) And conti 
nues the Apoſtle, wwe are ſure that the Fudement of 
God is according to Truth, againſt them which commil 


judgeſt them that do ſuch Things, and doſt the ſame, 
that thou ſhalt eſcape the Fudgment of God? Or deſpije} 
thou the Riches of his Goodneſs, and Forbearance an 
Long-ſuffering, not knowing that the Goodneſs of God 


again, 


[ #1 


* 


apainſt the Day of 


Wrath, and Revelation of the righ- 


teous Judgment of God, who will render to every Man 
according to his Deeds; to them who by patient Conti- 


nuance in well doing, ſeek, for Glory and Honour, and 
Immortality, eternal Life. But unto them that are 


contentious, and do not obey the Truth, but obey Un- 


ripbteouſneſs, Indignation and Wrath, Tribulation” and 
Anguiſh upon every Soul of Man that doth Evil, of the 
Jew firſt, and alſo of the Gentile ; but Glory, Honour 
and Peace to every Man that worketh Good, to the 


Jew firſt, and alſo to the Gentile : For there is no Att x. 34. 


Rom. ii. . 


Reſpert of Perſons with God ; for as many as have 
ſinned without Law, Hall alſo periſh without Law; 
and as many as have ſinned in the Law, ſhall be 
judged by the Law; for not the Hearers of the Law 
are juſt before God, but the Doers of the Law ſhall 
be juſtified. For when the Gentiles, which have not 
the Law, do by * Nature the Things contained in the 
Law, theſe having not the Law, are a Law unto 

9 | C23: „ themſelves, 


—— _— ** 
— 


* Nature: By which T underſtand a Power received from 2 
Degree of that true Light (Chriſt the Word of God) which 
lighieth every Man that cometb into the World, John i. 9. which 


, 


11, &. 


is farther illuſtrated by a certain Author, after this Manner, 


Truly I underſtand no other Thing at preſent than that 
“Light which is divinely infuſed into our Souls; For when 
„God form'd Man, he not only gave him Eyes to his Body, 
* by which he might ſhun thoſe Things which are hurtful to 
him, and follow thoſe Things that are profitable; but alſo 
* hath ſer before his Mind a certain Light, by which he may 
4 diſcern Things that are vile, from Things that are honeſt. 
« Some call this Power Nature, others the Law of Nature; I 
« truly judge it to be divine, and am perſwaded that Nature 
* and Wiſdom never ſay different Things. Moreover God 
* hath given us a Compend of the Law, which in few Words 
comprehends the whole; to wit, that we ſhould love him 
* from our Hearts, and our Neighbours as ourſelves: And of 


this Law all the Books of the holy Scriptures, which pertain 


© to the ſorm ing 


the ſe of Manners, contain no other than an 
* Explication,” Foes ok | 


. Buchanan, Taken from Barclays Apology, pag. 195» 


Ia. in. 10, 


Rorra ii ili. 


/ their Doings : 
cc il h bim, for the Reward of his Hands ſhall be given 


#1 


| themſelves, which ſhew the Work of the Law ddr 
in their Hearts, their Conſcience alſo bearing Mine, 
and their Thoughts the mean while accuſing or elſe ex. 


cuſing one another, in the Day when God ſball judge 
tbe . Men by Feſus Chriſt, according io my Guf- 
pel. That Goſpel witch Paul dechr'd ; 
properly, the Goſpel is the inward Power and Life 


of God, which preacheth glad Tidings in the Hearts 
of all Men, offering Salvation, and ſcek ing to re. 


deem them. from their Iniquities, which is preached 
both in them which have the outward Law, and 
them that have it not; which Power or Grace of 
God is not withdrawn from Men, 


wholly: joined to their Idols. 

Inow remember a certain Author (Dr. Clark, if 
I miſtake not) ſpeaking ſomething to this Purpoſe 3 
« M-n, (Jays he) weak and paſſionate, are impla: 
« cable when provok'd ; but the Mercy and 
% Compaſſion of God are like his other Attributes, 
ce or Perfections of his Nature, unchangeable, ready 
& to extend iflelf towards choſe who a at any Time 
« become capable Objects of it. And from the 


fſame Conſideration of his /mmutability and Pu- 


« ily, appears the Neceſſity of Repentance; for 
* as the Mercy of God is always open to the 
% Penitent, ſo the Impenitent are excluded from it, 
e as long as they continue ſo : No Application can 
„ reconcile him to Sin; nor no Artifice prevail 


„ with him to annul his eternal Law of Love, Equity 


« and Juſtice.” Say (then) unto the Righteous, that 
it ſhall be well with him, far they ſhall eat the Fruit 
Wo unto the Wicked, it fhall be ill 


bim. Under this laſt Denomination, agreeable to 
apoſtolick Doctrine, all Men have been at one 


Time or another, for all have fi ned, and come Jour! 


for to ſpeak 


till they refuſe 
(as did Feruſalem) to be gathered by it, neither does 
| he lay, let them alone, until like Epbraim, they are 


of 4b 


to be 
God, 

Jution 
any / 
And 


enter 


' himſ{c 


will 5 
crite, 
and 4 


knov 


Hear. 


dom 


may 
ab ſolu 


Goa, 


Rejet 


 Enqu 


his C 
Sins, 
he kn 
he w. 


- Life, 


Neig 
the ia 
neſſec 
Life, 
a one 
Faith 
ance 
Ha 

en J 
the V 


var c'. 


to ma 
with 
neithe 


„ e 
of the Glory of God: Therefore who ever expects 
to be admitted into the Preſence. er Kingdom of 
God, muſt of Neceſſity be cleanſed from every Pol- 


lution of Fleſh and Spirit ; for no unclean Perſon hath Ephet. v. v 


any Inheritance in the Kingdom of Chriſt and of God. 
And whatever Belief, or Notion, a Man may have 
entertained of his being one of the Ele, and pleaſe 
' himſelf with never ſo great Hopes of Salvation, it 
will prove in the End only the Hope of the Hypo- 
crite, it he has not experienced a Death unto Sin, 
and a new Birth unto Righteouſneſs ; it he has not 


known a being born again, and witneſs'd a Change of 


Heart, or Con ver ſion to God, he cannot ſee the King- 
dom of God. On the other Hand, he (or ſhe) whe 
may have unhappily imbibed this Doctrine of the 
abſolute, and unconditional Ordinations, or Decrees of 
God, and with it a Notion that he 1s in a State of 
Rejefion or Reprobation; though upon an impartial 
' Enquiry he doth not find the Witneſs for God in 
his Confcience, - charging him with preſumptuous 


Sins, nor. with being fallen from that State wherein 


he knew a being cleanſed from ſecret Faults, and that 
he was born again, and had paſſed from Death to 
- Life, becauſe he loved God above all Things, and his 
Neighbour (all Mankind) as himſelf, wiſhing them 
the iame Happineſs he defires for himſelf, and wit- 
neſſed this Fear of the Lord to be as a Fountain of 
Lite, preſerving him from the Snares of Death. Such 


a one hath no Reaſon to doubt of God's Mercy and 


Faithfulneſs, he is in a State of Favour and Accept- 
ance with God; and though the Enemy of Man's 
Happineſs may be permitted to caſt theſe, (or auy 
that have their Faces turn'd Zion-ward, in whom 
the Work ot God is begun, though not fo far ad- 
varc'd) down very low, even ſo as to cauſe them 
to make their Bed as in Hell, God is nevertheleſs 
with them, and will not leave their Souls there, 
neither will. he give them up to the Will of tne 

5 „ Adverſary, 


— 


Mat. Ii. 
„. 


f Weakneſs, Temjtations, &c. 
That while you are prefering your own Wills to the | 


t ] 


Altverfary, to be tempted or try'd above what, by 
his Power. he will enable to bear; but as ſuch? 
continue faithful and patient, always abounding 
in the Work of the Lord, he will in his own 


Time make a Way for their Deliverance. | 
And now after this long Digreſſion, as ſome may 


think it, I muſt return a little to ſuch as promiſe iu 
yet, as 1 


keep all God's Commanaments, &c. and 
have heard ſome ſay, */is impoſſible fo io do, by reaſon 


Will of God, by livirg in the Gratification of your 
inordinate Luſts and Paſſions, *tis (morally ſpeak- 


ing) impoſſible to keep his Commandments z ti 
impoſſible to ſerve God and unlawtul Self, to fol. 
low or obey two Maſters, whoſe Intereſts are op- 


polite, and whoſe Commands lead contrary Ways 
at the ſame Time: Well, to you then who plead 


Weakneſs in this important Matter, allow me to 


tell you what obſtruct your Conqueſt over Evil, 
and Progreſs in all Cbriſtian Virtues; *ris your 


Shortneſs in this great Point which you acknow- 


ledge to be your Duty, viz. To put your whole Truf 
in Cod: You aſk tor God's gracious and ready Help 
40 looſe the Bonds of Sin, but you receive not, be- 
cauſe you aſk amiſs ; your Prayers not being mix'd 
with Faith, or the Belief, that you can be freed from 
Sin in this Life : a lively Faith then in God's Word, 


which is his Power, is abſolutely neceſſary; and he 


who is the Word of God, has declar'd, that All 
Things whatſoever ye hall” aſk in Prayer, believing, 
ye /hall receive; and this Privilege is not reſtricted 
0 the immediate Followers of our Lord, bur every 


one that aſketh according to his Will in Faith, 
receiveth. 


If you did but believe then in the Sul- 
ficiency of the Grace of God, it would help you to 
remove this Mountain of 'Sin, it would teach and 


aſſiſt you to come ug in that Duty of ad —_ 


ſa 


I anſwer to theſe, 
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„ 
abſolutely requiſite to the being of a true Diſ- 
ple of Chriſt, it would give you Power, if you 
ere but willing to be Co-workers with it, to re- 
ounce the Devil and all his Works, the Pomps 
nd Vanity of this wicked World, and to vanquiſh 
the ſinful Luſts of the Fleſh, and ſtrengthen and 
elp you to perform another of your Vows, viz. to 
ep God's holy Will and Commandments all the Days 
your Life. But if any here aſk, What are the 
domps and Vanities of this wicked World? In 
nſwer to this Query I ſhall firſt give the Words of 
he Apoſtle John, and then the Illuſtration of them | 
y a* Miniſter of your own Church; Love not the 1 Toha & 
Vorld, (ſ1vs Jobn) neither the Things that are in the * 
orld : If any Man love the World, the Love of 
he Father is not in bim; for all that is in the World, 
he Luſt of the Fleſh, and the Luſt of the Eyes, and © 
be Pride of Life, is not of the Father, but is of the 
orld, And now hear the Doctor's Senſe of this 
baſſage, „ For all that is in the World, in Vogue 
gor Eſteem with Men of the World, the Luſt of 
© the Fleſh, all voluptuous Enjoy ments which tend 
to Senſuality and .Intemperance, and makin 
* Proviſion for the Fleſh, and the Luſt of the 
Eyes, the Deſire of Gold and Silver, ſtately 
* Houſes, rich Furniture, fair Gardens, all which 
tend to gratify the Eye, and the Pride of Life; 
* the D-fire of Places of Dignity, high Titles, 
all the Honour, Glory, and Splendor of the 
* World, which tends to gratify our Pride, is not 
* of the Father, they are not Deſires excited by 
* him, (nor is it according to his Will, that we 
* ſhould ſet our Hearts upon them) but are the 
* Defires of the Men of the World, whoſe chief 
* Concern i, to gratity their ſenſual Appetites.“ 
Thus accorciag to the Apoſtle, &c. If any _—_ 
| , ove 


. 7 ” — 
8 * 


x | Daniel Whitby, 


oe theſe Things of the World, the Love of the Hula 


the World, are Enmily againſt God: A ſtrong and 
_ cogent Argument againſt loving them, eſpecially 


Lord to ſay, that The Cares of the World, and 1h 
 Deeceitſulneſs of Riches, and the Luſts of other Things 


that the ſenſual and fading Enjoyments of this Lit 


| firit and great Commandment, and of conſequrna 


Praiſe and Glory of bis Name. And here I ſet m 


dom, Honour, Grandeur and Applauſe, and al 


once ſeriouſly conſidered the End of my Creatio 
though I had heard with the outward Ear, Tha 


enjoy bim for ever; and had fo frequently utter 


when (alas!) I thought not the leaſt of theſe Thing 
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doul, as 1 


is not in him: They, as well as the Friendſhip gf 


as the Apoſtle Jobn obſerves, the World lies i 
Wickedneſs. The inordinate Deſire of Wealth, me 
ſee here, is one of theſe Obſtructions in Peopla 
Way to the Kingdom of God, which cauſed ou 


cho ik ihe Word. (or Seed of the Kingdom) and i 
becomes unfruilful. By which we may: underſtand 


having prepoſſeſs'd (inconſiderate) Mens Mindy 
they obſtruct the Operation of the Grace and 
Power of God, that would reduce them to the 
Obedience of Chriſt, and enable them to keep thi 


all others, and cauſe them to produce Fruit to tt 


Seal to thefe Truths, having had them in Expert 
ence, and remembring the Time when every Facul 
of my Soul was employed to acquire worldly Wi 


my Affections placed on. viſible and periſhing Ob 
jects, which engroſſed all my Thoughts, and wit 
the Spring of all my Actions, and employed al 
my Time; ſo tnat in this Time never ſo much 


Man's chief End was to glorify God, and thereby 


this Untruth, that I thought myſelf bound to be 
lieve and do as my Sureties had promiſed for 


but as I repeated them in a cuſtomary Way, #4 
taught them in the Catechiſm when young; a 
would to God this and what follows might be 


| T 1 
int to Parents and others, who take upon them 
eſe important Vows and Promiſes, viz. To renounce 
Devil and all bis Works, the Pomps and Vanities of 
is wicked World, and all the finful Luſts of the Fleſp 
ud 10 keep all God's Commandments. I ſay, I wiſh 
em to confider how they are performing them, 
hen ſo many are living in the Gratification of their 
uſt, for the Pomps and Vanities of Life, &c. 
ringing up their Children in the ſame, and yet at 
e ſame Time are requiring them frequently to re- 
a what I have above mentioned. Look at theſe 
hings, dearly Beloved, with more Attention than 
ou yet have done, leſt you be found mocking 
ourſelves and your poor Children, as I was doing 
my benighted State, when the God of this World 
d blinded the Eye of my Underſtanding ; and 
ough I had ſo often promiſed to keep all God's 
ommandments, and had read the Scriptures from 
Childhood to Youth, yet when more advanced 
Age, I knew not the Meaning of the firſt Com- 
andment; for I remember at a certain Tims, 
tout any previous Reading, or hearing the Love 
God diſcourſed of, it ſuddenly occurred to my 
lind, that I did not love God; neither could I 
hen conceive what was the Nature of the Love of 
id: Upon which I reaſoned a little, and ſeem'd 
o query, how I could love bim? I was ſenſible 
gat it was to fear him in ond Senſe, but I felt no 
chre for his Preſence, his Face being to me 
hen) more marr'd than any Maris, ; I ſaw no 
d:a9:y nor Comlineſs in him that I ſhould defire 
im, or the Knowledge of his Ways, they being 
naced not my Ways, but contrary tO them; but 
ory be given to his excellent Name, (his Power) 
nd infinite Goodneſs and Love ! who was found 
i me when I ſought him not, till he was plea'ed 
"it to ſeek me, and inſtrumentally ro viſit my 
dal, as well as immediately to reveal his Son, by 


his 


* 


EE . 2 
ic old God in his univerſal Love operate in the 
eearts of all who are willing to have their Un- 
K erſtanding illuminated; he would command this 
jght to ſhine out of Darkneſs; he would open 


in, the great Sin of revolting from the Creator, 
id ſeeking Happineſs in the Creature: And tho? 


he Chaff, bur he will gather the Wheat into his 
arner 3 and though he thus come into his Temple, 
is only to take away the Droſs and Tin, to make 
Man more pure than Gold, that the Heart may 
e a fit Receptacle for the King of Glory, the Lord 
ft Hoſts, wno'when he appears in the Glory of his 
ajeſty, and in the Beauty of his Purity and 
Holinels, how then are we humbled at this great 
ght, and are made to confeſs we are vile! And 
hen he appears with Rebukes to correct. Man 
for Sin, for his Pride, Rebellion and Arrogance, he 
makes his Strength, Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Good- 
neſs and Beauty to conſume away like a Moth, and 
we confeſs we are altogether Vanity, and we, as 
well as our Gods, our Dagons, fall down before his 
great Majeſty, [in whoſe Preſence the higheſt Order 
of Angels vail their Faces] ſeeing we are undone, 
unleſs Chriſt be made of God unto us Wiſdom, 
ughteouſneſs, Sanctification and Redemption. This 
5 the Day of God's Power, the Day of his gracious 
Viſitation, in which let all the Righteous reoice, 


ho have been thus humbled in his holy Sight, 
and thus qualified to be taught of his Ways. In 


this Humiliation we are ſenſible that we are poor, 
and blind, and naked, and miſerable indeed; and 


being made ſenſible of our Wants and Defects, and 
the Spirit of God helping our Infirmities, we know . 
What is meant by praying with the Spirit, and with 


the Underſtanding ; and hitherto, . having aſk-d 
| | * nothing 


te ſpiritual Eye to ſee the exceeding Sinfulneſs of 


e appears here under the Miniſtration of Condem- 
ation, as a conſuming Fire, *tis only to burn up 
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nothing in the Name of Chriſt, now we can i 
nothing without his Power aſſiſting us: This 
the Day which the Lord hath made for our Hel 
wherein the great Phylician of Value anvints ou 

Eyes, and lets us diſcern between that whic 
ſerves God, and that which brings Diſhonour 
his Name; we now diſtinguiſh between the precio 
Things of the Kingdom of God, and the co 
temptible Glories of this periſhing World; no 
we underſtand the Apoſtle's Doctrine, and put hi 
Advice in Practice, Whether ye eat or drin 
 ebatſorver ye do, do all to the Glory of God; that 
agreeable to his Will, who declares againſt Ex 

_ ceſſes of al] Kinds, and enjoins Humility, Mode 
ration- and Temperance to all. Men. *Tis in thi 
the Day of God's Favour, if we cloſe not « 
Eyes, that we ſee ourſelves encompaſſed with 
numerous Hoſt of our Souls Enemies, the World 
the Fleſh, and the Devil, (that tripple League) il 
in Confederacy for our Deſtruction, and we dif 
cover, that thoſe Senſualities which we embrace 
as our Friends, are really ſecret and undermining 
Enemies; that they came in the Guiſe of Pleaſur: 
& c. only to ſteal and deſtroy; ro ſteal our Aﬀec 
tions, and rob our Souls of eternal Happineſs. But 
in this Day of God's Power, not only Mens grol 
Senſualitics will be brought to Judgment, but thei 
worldly Wiſdom, and inordinate Thirſt for Wealth 
their Luſt or Deſire for Grandeur, Honours, Pre 
ferments, Pomps and Vanities, Pleaſures and De 
lights, which were heretofore term'd allowable Gra 
tifications and Purfuits ; and their Diſguiſes no! 
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falling off, as -in the Preſence of the rightcol » The 
Judge. of Quick and Dead, they are conſtrained 1 liebt, irc 
plead guilty before the Lord; then are they co! eee 
demned, caſt forth and ſlain; for I teſtify, none 18 ; 
theſe Propenſities of Man, can ſee the Face © augry 

rd, G 


God and live: This is the Day of the Lord, wic 
| | N | Fi: 
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.in ſooner or later come upon all Fleſh, and thoſe 
"A ho refuſe to- bring their Sins to the Judgment of 
tin this Life, while the Means of Grace are richly 
offer d, they will certainly” follow in the next, 


and Hope of Glory, there remaining” no more Sa- 
crifice for Sins, but a certain fearful looking for of 
the Judgment, Sc. Let this Conſideration excite 
all Sinners to bring their Sins, of what Nature or 
Degree ſoever to Judgment here, for this Day of 
the Lord will come upon the Adulterer, the. For- 
nicator, the Thief, the Defrauder, the Drunkarc, 


God's ſacred Name, (by taking it in vain®) the 
Covetous, the Extortioner, the Proud, the vain 
Boaſter, the Idolater, the Effeminate, the Wanton, 
the fooliſh Jeſter, &c. This is the Day of the Lord 
which will burn as an Oven inwardly in the Heart, 
vhere Sin is conceived, conſuming the Works of 
tie Fleſh, which are manifeſted in Hatred, Malice, 
Murders, Emulations, Envyings, Wrath, Strife, 
S:citions, Hereſies, Variance, Drunkenneſs, Revel- 
lings, and ſuch like; all which muſt be repented 


Things cannot inherit the Kingdom of God. This is 
the Day of the Lord, which will alſo come upon 
every one without Diſtinction, or Reſpect of Per- 
ſons, that is proud, and lifted up in their Imagina- 
tions, and who are building their Nefts on high, 


Evil, 


- a 8 . 
— a £4 we 


rr 


The Name of God is taken in vain when People ia 1 
licht, irreverent Frame of Mind and Spirit in common Con- 
reriation, and not thinking upon God, are ſa, ing, Lod bars 
Mercy won me; God belp me; Lord bleſs me; God ſave me 
& God's my Fudge; as Chriſt's my Saviour; and ſomerimes 4a 
a angry Tone, when affronted by any, exptes as I have 
Tard, Goed God, why do you do j9 and ſo ? | 


where they will be deſtitute of the Means of Grace, 


the Swearer, the Lier, the Railer, the Profan-r of 


of and abſtained from, becauſe ibey which do ſuch 


that they may be delivered from the Power of - 
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Evil, it will come upon every fenced Wall; 4 
the carnal Reaſoning, worldly Wiſdom and Self 
Righteouſneſs, with which Men oppoſe the Open 
tion of God's Power that would work his Riph 
teouſneſs, and they ſhall be brought low; it ſhall 
likewiſe come upon all the pleaſant Pictures, the 
agreeable Plans and Deſign 
| pineſs, abſtract from God; it will come upon 
all the Ships of Tarſpbiſo; upon the vain Confidence 
in the Riches and Wealth they bring from the 
remote Corners of the Earth, and the Merchan- 
dize of their Vanities ſhall be diminiſhed ; and 
many Idols which Men ſet up in their Hearts ſhall 
be utterly aboliſh'd ; and the tall Cedars and ſturdy 
Oaks, the Haughtineſs, Stubbornneſs and Lotftinel; 
of Men, ſhall be bowed down ; all Things, ſooner 
or later, muſt be put under the Feet of the Sove- 
reign of Heaven and Earth; for in that Day the 
Lord alone ſhall be exalted: Then can theſe fay, 
who are ſo wiſe and happy as to bow in the Day of 
Mercy, that have ſubmitted themſelves to the 
Power of the Croſs of Chriſt, Many Lords have 
had Dominion over us, but now to us there 1: 
but one God, and one Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by whom 
are all Things, and we by him delivered from the 
Luke i. 74 Hands of our ſpiritual Enemies, that we may ſerve 
him only all the Days of our Lives in Holineſs and 
Righteouſneſs : In this State we know experimen. 
tally that our Redeemer liveth ; here we can all 
Jeſus our Saviour in Tzuth ; now we can call Chil 
Lord, by the Power of the Holy Ghoſt, which ha 
ſubjected our Will to his moſt holy 
we can affirm truly, that the Son of God is come, 
and hath given us an Underſtanding : For we not 
only truly believe ia the hiſtorical Account of b 
Birth, Life, Miracles, and Death on the Croſs, 4: 
Propitiation for the Sins of the whole World, as well 
as his Reſurrection for cr 7uſtification, &c. but de 
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pearance in the Soul, we know the Effects of his 


Effect, he having done great Things for us, which 


heavenly Things; here we can ſay, ibis is our 
Viffory, even our Faith in the Power of Chriſt ; in 
this redeem'd State we can ſafely ſay, we believe in 
Cod the Father Almighty, who hath created us and 


which cannot be ſaid truly, until we thus witneſs 
the Power of the Holy Ghoſt, purifying us as Chriſt 
is pure; baptizing us into the Nature of the one 
Hirit. and uniting our Souls to him, and to the 
one Body, his Church; here then is the Saints 


of Jeſus having cleanſed them from all Unrighteouſ- 
neſs; this is the Faith, and this the Baptiſm, that 
ever muſt ſave People from Sin, to which I bear 


acknowledging that I believed in God, &c. and 
bome of us having been baptized or ſprinkled with 
elementary Water, have to teſtify to the Invalidity 


and Inefficacy of this Ceremony to any ſpiritual 
1 Purpoſes ; and I ſay, ſome of us are corroborating 
0 Evidences to the Truth of the A poſtle's Aﬀertion, 
that the Baptiſm which now ſaves, is not the pulling 
away the Filth of the Fleſh, but the Anfeer of a good 
Conſcience towards God; here we again bear Witneſs 
that there is one Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſm, one 


WM Cods, and Lord of Lords, in us all. Circumciſion 
then is nothing, neither availeth Uncircumciſion, but a 
e Creature, made ſo by that true Faith in the 


Power of Chriſt that works by Love to God, to the 


_ - purifying 


ute living Witneſſes of his ſecond and ſpiritual Ap- 
Power, and we are ſenſible of the Cauſe by the 


% Man could do, he hath wrought a Change in our 
Hearts, helped us to overcome every evil Concu- 
piſence, and raiſed our Aﬀections from earthly to 


all Mankind, and in God the Son, who hath redeem- 
ed us, and in the Holy Ghoſt, who ſanfifieth us; 


Fellowſhip with the Father and the Son, the Blood 


my Teſtimony, who had been for a Series of Tears 


Cod and Father of all, who is above all, God of 
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n, and to advance and promote the Kingdom 
t God, his Honour and Glory, and the true and 
mal Happinefs one of another; being in this 
appy State, Friends to God, and to the true and 
al Intereſt of all Mank ind. And to preſerve this 
rue Union and Fellowſhip with God, Sc. theſe 
embers of the true Church are often examining 
eir Thoughts, Words and Actions, looking back 
othe Day of the gracious Viſitation of God's Love, 
nd the Time of their Eſpouſals (when they made 
venant with the Lord to have none other God 
but him only) and are trying their Love to him, 
eſt they ſhould forget the Tnings that their Eyes 
have ſeen, and leſt Iniquity come in, and cool their 
Love, and thereby Gratitude depart from their 
Hearts, where the Lord is reminding them fre- 
vently, as he did Jael of old, faying, I am the 
rd thy Go, who brought thee out of the Land of 
Egypt, and out of the Houſe of Bondage, continue to 
obey my Voice in thy Soul; theſe enquire oſten, 
whether they are nearer to Salvation than when they 
firſt believed in the Power of Chriſt, what Advances 
they have made in Virtue and Godlineſs; and they 
remember how it was with them then, even as with 
the primitive Chriſtians, when they ſorrow'd after 
a godly Sort (that wrought Repentance unto Sal- 
ation) what Carefulneſs, or Circumſpection, it 
Frought in them? What Indignation and Revenge 
gunſt Sin? What clearing of themſelves ? (giving 
one Offence, leſt the Goſpe] of Chriſt be re- 
ll Proach'd.) What vehement Deſire after God ? 
les, what Fear of offending him? Yea, what 
Tal for his Name, Glory and Honour in all 
WH ings? And above all Things deſiring to be ap- 

rd in his San |: ©. 5 
But this great Salvation which I have all along 
lad in View, is not the Work of a Day or Year 
Wy, but the Buſineſs of our whole Lives; tor 
— 2 though 
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50 through: Faith in Chriſt we have | overcome 


our Luſts and Corruptions, and have ceaſed from 
Evil, we muſt be always doing well; and though the 


ſtrong Man, the Adverſary of Souls, has been 
turn'd out of the Heart by a ſtronger than he, and 
his Goods ſpoil'd, yet he often attempts to return; 


but by Watchfulneſs and Prayer to God for his 


Aid, we are enabled to keep him out as often as 
preſents his Temptations, and knowing him noy 
to be our avowed Enemy, we reſiſt, ſtedfaſt in the 
Faith, by which we overcome : And this is th 
Reaſon why the Chriſtian Life is compar'd to 
continual Warfare, To this Battle then, of the 
Chriſtian Warriour, am ] calling all whoſe Luſty 
have Dominion over them, who have not, yet begun 
this good Fight of Faith, nor are yet laying hold on 
the Terms of eternal Life; I am calling theſe to make 
War in Righteouſneſs, to ſet you at Variance againſt 
your ſinful Luſts and Corruptions ; and alfo I do 
invite and exhort you to enter into the Vineyard 
of your own Hearts, who may not as yet have 
wrought one Hour there: You cannot ſay, Fellow- 
Mortals, that you are not hired, for the Lord has 
often called you'to this Work, even to work out 
your Salvation with Fear and Trembling, whid 
nevertheleſs you have delayed, thinking it Time 
enough; but Jet me ſay, our God is a jealous God 
he has proclaim'd himſelf ſo; and as he declares ht 
hates pulting away, (Mens revolting from bim i 
their Hearts) fo he is equally diſpleaſed at pullig 
off the Time of returning to the Obedience of his 
Laws. 

1 tear there are many who are deferring the Woll 
of Salvation to more advanced Years, thinking it 
too ſoon to ſacrifice their youthful Propenſiti 
and devote their Days to God; but let me el 
theſe, he beſt Joves an early Sacrifice, and ex 


to be honoured with your firſt Fruits; as we Mi) 
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ſerve. in the Time of the Law, Regard was had 
w the Age of the Offerings, as well as to the 
Purity thereof, they were to be young, and without, 
Ren We alſo find the wiſe Man admoniſhing; 
the Youth to remember.their Creator in the Days of 
ir Youth, aſſigning many Reaſons why that is the 
poſt proper Seaſon to ſeek the Lord; and agree- 
bly hereto is the Almighty ſpeaking in the Cha- 
nder of Wiſdom, I love them tbat love me, and 
thoſe that ſeek me early ſhall find me. Are there any 
then making this Propoſition of ſerving , God in 
kclining Years? Or when leſs encumber*d and per- 
pex'd with worldly Affairs, making, as it were, a 
Covenant with Death, and a League with Satan? 
| yould have ſuch conſider the great Uncertainty of 
fe, and arriving at old Age, as well as the great 
Indignity, People are offering the Almighty (by 
rving Satan as long as they think they can) and 
putting him off with the Dregs of old Age, when 
the Powers and Faculties of both Soul and Body 
are grown weak and. Janguid, and the ſpiritual, 
Taſte de praved through the Habit of Evil; and 
n ſuch as theſe, if there are any Remains of 
Vigour and Strength, we frequently obſerve tis 
devoted to Vanity and falſe Delights, and unleſs 
mortified by the Power of Godlinels, we don't find: 
Peoples Luſts, Vanities, Pride and Pleaſare die of 
themſelves, as we daily ſee Age indulging in all 
theſe, and as far as Infirmities will. ſuffer them, 
ilfecting as much as ever, all the Art and Vanity of 
Aire: And when they can't attend Places of Reere- 
on and Diverſion, they find a ſenſible Pleaſure in 
liking of them, forgetting both their grey Hairs, 
nd that they were born for better Purpoſes, - That 

| may not be charged with barely aſſerting, 
hings, it may not be amiſs to give a Specimen of 
be Diſpoſition and Converſation of aged Perſons 
this Character; ſome of whom IL. have [heard 
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aſking the younger Sort at their Feſtival Times 


R 8 


What Diverſion did you begin the new Year with! 


or, Did you begin the new-Year' with Cards, o 
what? And I have heard a Woman of Seventy af 
her Grand-Child, whom ſhe had never ſeen} be 


fore, Can you play at Ombre? And I have} 
mented to ſee antient Women, whoſe Heads hay 


been cover'd with hoary Hairs, ſpending their ſen 
remaining Moments at a Card Table as: wel 


as that I have heard ſome, almoſt bowed with Apt 


and Infirmities, plead for Preſs and Equipage 
ſtrenuouſly, and with as great a Guſt, as a Youth» 
Seventeen. But I do not here charge in the groſs 
and preſume to ſay that tis thus with all aged ke 


ſons; but that it is ſo with too too many I har 
ſeen, as well as that I have known, and am ſenſibſ 
there are aged Men and Women (not of our Name 
that would fly a Play-Houſæ as they would a Pe 
Houſe ; for as dangerous as one is to the Body, ſo 
know by ſorrowful Experience is the other to thi 
Soul: Some of theſe, I ſay, I have known to ul 


or exerciſe ſo much Chriſtian Authority over thei 


Children, that they have excluded Cards, Ec, the 
Families, and never ſuffering their Children to fre 
quent thoſe Scenes of Wickedneſs and Corruption 
the” Play-Houſes, But leaving this Digreſſion, 


would briefly mention the Difficulties which I ap 
Prehend will attend ſuch who expect a religion 


Change wrought in their Hearts in declining Years 
We'.have often heard, and many experience-th 
Fruth of this Saying, that Cy/tom is @ kind of ſeconi 


Nature; and agreeable hereto ſpeaks one of th 


Prophets, Can the Ethiopian change bis Skin, or 1s 
Leopard his Spots ? So no more can they who a" 
accuſtomed to do Evil, learn to do well; Peopl 


will find it hard Work to ſubmit to that Powe 


which muſt remove their evil Propenfities, al 
bend their ſtubborn Wills and corrupt Diſpokitions 
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s theſe are the more deeply rooted and ftrengrhen'd | 


by Length of Time. And thoſe who have been, 


while young, girding themſelves and going where 


they would, will find, it hard when they are old, 


that another ſhould gird them, and carry them 


> 


where they would not; and when they have been 
frying their own Luſts and Paſfions forty, fifty, or 
fixty Years, ſuch will probably be very unwilling 
to enter a new Service, ſo very contrary to the old: 
Beſides, if People ſhould then be willing to ſerve 
God, and defire to offer a Sacrifice, their Offerings 
will be blemiſhed, having none among the Flock 
dut the Sick, the Lame, and the Blind. But not- 


vichſtanding I have ſaid this, *ris not with a De- 


ſign to diſcourage any from coming into the Vine- 
yard of the Heart, though at the eleventh Hour; 
for though with Men this is hard, yet with God all 
Things are poſſible ; but let none upon this. Pre- 
ſumption put off Repentance, for remember, no 
Man had hired before thoſe who came in at the 


tleventh Hour, therefore don't delay when you are 


called at the third or ninth Hour: And as I know 
this Work will be attended with greater Difficulties 


in Age than in Youth, I would here exhort and 
earneſtly preſs young People to ſubmit their Necks. 


to the Yoke of Chriſt while they are young, and as 
an Encouragement, let me fay to them, that I never 
once regretted that I took up a Croſs to my own Will 
and natural [nclinations too ſoon , but when I con- 


lder how many Years I loſt of divine and heavenly 


Enjoy ments, as well as that my evil Propenſities 
vere the more ſtrengthened by Length of Time, I 
have great Reaſon to lament that I did not embrace 
it much ſooner : And to bring a Compariſon from 
the natural World, we may obſerve how much eaſier 
1s to bend a tender Twig, and give it a proper 


Direction, than it is to reduce an old Branch to that 


Order wherein we would have it. Again, let us 
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obſerve how much more practicable it is to root up 
a young Plant, than to remove an old Tree. 
And now to ſpeak a Word to ſuch as propoſe. to 
ſerve God when they are leſs perplex'd and encum- 
ber'd with worldly Affairs, when they have accom- 


pliſhed ſuch a Deſign, executed ſuch a Scheme, ac- 


quir'd ſo much Wealth, Sc. And here, as I faid 
above, I would have People conſider the Uncer- 
tainty of Life, as well as the Vanity of theſe Pro. 
poſitions ; for don't we obſerve, that People void 


of true Religion know no Bounds to their Deſires, 


do we ever hear them ſay they have enough; and 
though they poſſeſs Abundance, are they not like 
the Grave, never ſatisfied ? Let me then ſay to 

theſe, by a Degree of my own Experience, that 
they ſer out wrong in the World, when they are 
. placing that firſt in their Account Which ſhould 
be laſt; and this they do, who are ſeeking the 
Kingdom of this World firſt ; that is, having 
. principally in Eſteem and View the Profits, Ad- 
vantages and Enjoyments thereof, and are negleCt: 
Ing to ſeek firſt the Kingdom of Heaven, and the 
Righteouſneſs thereof, which they ought moſt ear- 
neſtly to be concerned to obtain: But this impor- 
tant Buſineſs (I obſerve with a great Degree of 


Sorrow) too many are diſregarding, as if Religion 


was to come in at laſt, or only by the bye, as it 
ſuited Mens Leiſure and Convenience, or that they 
conſidered it as an inſignificant Thing, indifferent to 
them, whether they knew much about it or not : 
I wiſh from my Soul, all who are in this dangerous 
Situation may be favour'd as I have been, before 'tis 
too late, with a Sight of this Error, which every 
one may attain to, who does not reſiſt the Grace of 


God. And let me ſay to thoſe who delay the Work | 


of Religion, until they are ſatisfied with worldly 
Poſt flions, and thereby Iſs encumber?d, it is a 
great Hazard whether jt will ever be begun; for 
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up MW bo knows not (as T hinted. above) that Avarice is 
ever ſatisfied ; that when People of this Diſpoſition 


to W hve executed this Scheme, or obtain'd that Deſire, 


n- bebold another immediately preſents to their View, 
n- nd propoſes ſtill greater Advantage, and more 


: 
id content with their Conditions, as an antient Writer 
„ las it, Pompey would be Cæſar, Cæſar would. be @ 


their Souls, and at length ſee their Miſtake, perhaps 
not before the Hour of Death, when by ſad Ex- 


and oftentimes very wretched ones too. | 
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ordinate Purſuit of Riches, for in the Laws pre- 
ſeribed relating to the Election and Conduct of a 
King, which the Almighty foreſaw the IJſraelites 


(that they might be governed like the Nations 
round about) we find among other. Prohibitions, 


prevent any falſe Confidence therein, as well as the 


Pride and Oftentation of Man, as we may conclude. 


from what follows in the cloſe of the Chapter, Deut. 
wil. 20. that his Heart be not lifted up above his Bre- 


tbren, and that be turn not aſide from the Command- 
ment to the Right Hand or to the Left, which was 
00 much the Caſe of King Hezekiab, _ - 
_—_ Ihe wed 


- 


God. So vaſt and unbounded are the Deſires of poor 
nconſiderate Mortals, too many. purſuing and pla- 
eing Happineſs in wrong Objects, which often tend 
to exalt thoſe Things above all that is of God in 


And now I would note a few Scripture Paſſages 
and Doctrines which militate againſt this inſatiable 
Thirſt for Wealth, Fc. And firſt we read in the 
Old Teſtament, that even Kings were forbidden an 


would aſk when they came into the promiſed Land, 


Happineſs than they have found in the former, 
which Temptation they have no Inclination to 
reſiſt: And thus it is alſo with ſuch as are aſpir- 

ng after worldly Honours and Preferments, not 


perience they ſhall find they muſt die like Men, 


the King was forbid greatly 10 multiply unto himſelf 
bilder and Gold, Horſes, &c. No doubt this was to 


IH Chron. 


XXXi1. 25, 
26. 


Iſa. XXXIX, 


Ita. y. 8. 


them, and never thinking they have enough, keep 
ftrafficking on til] old Age overtakes z and, 28 


noi bing left : Oblerve here, agreeable ta what th 
wiſe Man ſays, that Gold bas deſtroyed many, an 


the Prophet 1/aiab in the Name of the Lord pro 
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ſhewed the King of Babylon's Meſſengers his Trey 
ſure, who nevertheleſs repeated of this Evil, an 
was greatly humbled upon the Prophet's: telling 
him, 2044 all the Abundance that was in his Houſt, an 
that which his Father had laid up in ſtore until thg 
Day, ſhould be carried into Babylon, there foould | 


per ver ed the Hearts of Kings. Again, we maj fn 


nouncing. a Woe againſt them that join Houſe 1 
Houſe, and lay Field to Field, till. there he 10 Place 
that they may be placed alone in tbe Midſt of the Earth 
And behdes the Evil of (11s Sin Covetoufneſs] 
theſe take away the Rigut of the Poor, leaving 
them no Room but what they muſt obtain fror 


Quick 

he 1equn 
which 4 
Treaſur' 
And or 
vcr | 5 SG, 5 = lowers, 
pious and generous Writer oblerves, „ Theſe May, * 
are bad Members of Society, for old Traders keep , 


the young ones poor.“ And ſpeaking of the Sin of 1 5 | 
Covetouſneis, he ſays, tis a perfect Luſt, anda 4% Th 
greater and more Soul defiling one there is not * 
em the whole Catalogue of Concupiſence; and a ! 
„ this Temptation is the more dangerous, becauſe RY 
- 5 Thouſands think themſelves unconcerned in the , ; ; 
„ Caution, who are yet perfectly guilty of che grog t. 
„ Evil.” But to proceed, we find our Lord in Luke ** 
Xi. 15. cautioning his Followers to tate bred and enſit 
beware of Covetouſneſs; for a Man's Life (the _ mu 
pineſs of it) does not conſiſt in the Abundance of ibe ll the 
Things which he poſſeſſeth. This Caution may aptly Wl be Fr 
introduce the Parable of the rich Man, Verſ. 18. ay. 7 
whoſe Ground brought forth plentifully, fo that he mY Fn: 
had no Room where to beſtow. his Fruits; and find t! 
after this Manner we find him ſpeaking, This 1 will wt to 
do, I will pull down my. Barns and build greats, ... 
and there will 1 beſtow all my Fruits and my Goods Wh * 
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ad 1 will ſay to ay Soul, Soul thou baſt much Goods 
hid up for many Tears, take thine Eaſe," eat, drink 
ind be merry. Not one Word of the God that 
bade him for another Purpoſe than to eat, drink 
ad ſleep, for to indulge in ſenſual Delights: But 
he penetrating Eye of the Lord, (whom, he had 
eit out of his Scheme) who beholds the Evil and 
the Good, ſoon convinc'd him of his Folly and 
Error, in forming a Deſign ſd much to the Diſho- 
zur of God, and againſt the true Intereſt of his 
wn Soul; and when fooliſhly boaſting of To- 
norrow, little thipking what it would bring forth, 
this Sentence paſs'd on him from the juſt Judge of 
Quick and Dead, Thou Fool, this Night ſhall thy Soul Luke xij, 
k required of thee ; then whoſe ſhall thoſe Things be 
which thou haſt provided? So is he that layeth up 
Treaſure for himſelß, and is not rich iowards God, 
And on this Cons our n his Fol- 
lowers, ſaying, Seek ye not what ye ball eat, or 
what ye ſhall drink, —.— be ye of doubiful e 2 ” 
or all theſe Things do the Nations of the World ſeek 
ger; but rather ſeek ye the Kingdom of God, and all 
theſe Things ſhall be added unto you : From whence 
ve may gather or infer, that a neceflary, moderate 
and prudent Care is not forbid ; but a perplexing, 
liſtracting Solieitude, ever attending thoſe why 
wil be rich, who muſt have abundance, which en- 
groß the greater Part of their Time and Thoughts; 
and this keen Deſire for Wealth, as well as a Pro- 
_y to falſe Pleaſure, and vain and wicked 
imuſements; exclude God and true Religion from 
all their Thoughts, and this we certainly know by 
the Fruit they produce: Well then might our Lord 
eu, Labour not for the Meat that perifſheth, but for 
bat which endureib to everlaſting Life. Again, we 
bad the wife Man giving the ſame Counſel, Labour 
not to be rich; as it he had faid, be not anxious, nor 
Weary thyſelf to obtain great Maalib. Why not ? 
I» os On | | Perhaps 
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Perhaps for the ſame Reaſon Paul gives 'Timithy, 
Chap. vi. of the firſt. Epiſtle, which he thus intro- 


5 duces, and ſays, Goaline /s Wil h Contentment ö TY great h 
Gain, for ue brought nothing into this. World, and ii I bim 
is certain we can carry nothing out, and baving Food „e 
and Raiment, let us be therewith content: But they f abliſhe 
8 that will be rich, fall into Temptations and , @, Snare, From 
andi into many fooliſh and buriful Luſts, which drown Scriptu! 
Men in Perdition and Deſtrufion ; for ibe Love of de Kir 
Money is the Root of all Evil, which, - while ſome Wl conclud 
coveted. after, they bave err'd from the Faitb, and ("mes 
Pierced . themſelves through with many Sorrous, and Wl rich, 
often proved hurtful to their Children after them; _riog 
for he that is thus greedy of Gain, troubleth is rothe 
Houſe; and he that heapeth up Wealth to leave hi perha p 


Children Abundance, is putting into their Hands | 
(figuratively ſpeaking) Spears, Arrows and ſharp 


Swords to wound themſelves with: In this. Senſe 
are the Leaders of the People cauſing them to ert, 
all Parents being Leaders and Examples in their 


Houſes 3 and hear what the royal Prophet ſays in 


this Caſe, This their Way is their Folly, yet ibeir 
Poſterity appro their Sayings 3 and let me ſay, walt 
in their Steps: but thou O Man of God, and thou 
who deſires to be fo, flee theſe Things, theſe Temp- 
| tations, theſe hurtful Luſts, which drown Men in 
Perdition ; for if a Man gain the whole World, ad 
looſe bis own Soul, (the Happineſs of it) what will 
it profit him ? And here let me add a Paſſage from 


the Wiſdom of FJeſus the Son of Sirach, Chap. xxxi. 


5G, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12. He that loveth Gold ſhall 
not be juſtified, and he that followeth Corruption ſhall 
bave enough thereof; Gold hath been the Ruin of 


many, and their Deſtruction was preſent ; it is 4 


Stumbling- blocꝶ unto them that ſacrifice unto it; and 
every Fool ſhall be taken therewith. Bleſſed is tht 
Rich that is. found without Blemiſh, and hath not gone 
_ @fter Gold; Who is he? and we will call bim bleed 
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./ wonderful Things hath be done among his People, 
eat is hath been tried thereby and found perfect; then 
11 bin glory who might offend and hath not offended, 


done Evil and hath not done it, his Goods Hall be © 


od 

2 fabliſhed, and the Congregation ſhall declare bis Alms. 
re, From the Obſervations we may colle& from 
* scripture, it is hard indeed for a rich Man to enter 


conclude) becauſe he is rich, but becauſe he con- 


"08 fumes his Wealth upon the ſinful Luſts of the 
d Fleſh, which war againſt the Soul, and is not mi- 
"3 Wl niſtring to the pinching Indigence of his laborious 
1s BY Brother, who can't dig ſufficiently to maintain, 
perhaps, a numerous Family, merely in the Neceſſi- 
is ies of Life, and is aſham'd to beg; and becauſe he 
z makes Gold his Confidence, building his Neſt on - 
K high, to be as he imagines out of the Reach of 
, Evil, and alſo makes fine Gold his Hope, expect- 


ing from Wealth Comfort and Satisfaction, and 
that they will procure him the Eſteem, Friend- 
ſhip and Praiſe of Men, with the Pomps, Glory 
and Vanities of the World, al} which he deſires, 
and is delighting in: But a Woe is pronounced by 
our Lord: againſt thoſe who are rich, and have re- 
ceived their Conſolation 3 and though theſe may 
boaſt of the Multitude of their Riches, none of. 
them can redeem his Brother, or give to God a 
Ranſom for his Soul; therefore ſays the Plalmiſt, 
when one is made rich, when the Glory of his Houſe 
mcreaſeth, when be dies his Glory ſhall not deſcend 
after him; though whilſt he lived he bleſſed his Soul, 
ſlaying, perhaps, eat, drink and be merry ; and 
Men like himſelf praiſe him when he thus does well 
(as ſuch term it) for himſelf : But mark his End, 
be ſhall go. 10 the Generation of his Fathers, and they 
hall never ſee Light. Man thus in worldly Honour, 
and underſtandeth not ; he that is ignorant of God, 
anc his own true Intereſt, having ſuffered the _ 
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the Kingdom of Heaven; not ſimply (we may 


V 

of this World to blind his Eyes With" the: Glory 
thereof, he is like the Beaſts that periſhi Again; 
the Apoſtle Paul charges them that are rich, that 
they be not higb- minded, nor truſt in unceriaih Rithei 
but in the living God. And as there is ſuch great 
Danger in great Affluence, the Apoſtle thus 
Eph. v. 9 — Let not 3 be fo much 1 named 
' xiii. g. A mongſt you, as becometh Sainis; again, Let yy 
. 1 
| '7 cauſe Covetouſneſs is Idolatry. And next jet us re: 
mark, that our Lord joins the. anxious Cares of 

the World with Surfeiling and Drunkenneſj, and 
cautions againſt being overcharged therewith'; fot; 

as before noted, the Cares of the World, and the 

| Deceitfulneſs of Riches, and the Luſt of other Things, 

choak the Word, and it becometh unfruatful 5 Things 

of this thorny Nature deprefs,  overgrow and ſtarve 

the good Seed of the Kingdom; and the Ground 

of the Heart, that nouriſhes and cheriſhes one, 

muſt conſequently kill and deſtroy the other 
therefore, ſays our Lord, Lay not up for yourſelves 


Treaſure upon Earth ; he adds; but lay ap for your-| 


ſelves Treaſure in Heaven; for where your Treaſure is, 
(where, what you moſt defire, love and eſteem) 
there will your Heart be alſo. And it-is commonly 
remarked, that as Wealth increaſeth, fo propor- 
tionably does the Love of it : This Obſervation, 
perhaps, cauſed the Pſalmift to leave this Caution, 


If Riches increaſe," ſet not thine Heart upon themt ; | 


tor let me ſay, hereby they become not only thine 
Idol, but thy Maſter ; 
Heir of the Kingdom of God, and that of this 
World, ſo neither can he ſerve two Maſters ; be 
will neceſſarily love the one, and hate the other; 
and whatever Men may imagine, bey cannot ſerve 
God and Mammon. Es. 2 
If any here aſk, what is Mammon? I will give 
the Definition and Senſe of the Word, as I have 


received 
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« he, is a Syriac Word, and ſignifies Gain; in He- 
« brew, Plenty ; ſo that whatever it is in this 
« World that is, or that we account to be Gain 
& to us, Phil. iii. 7. that is Mammon; whatever is 
« in the World, the Luſt of the Fleſh, of the Eye, 
« and Pride of Life, it: is Mammon: To ſome their 
« Belly, Phil, iii. 19. to others Eaſe, Sleep, Sport, 
u Paſtime, worldly Riches, (James iv. 13.) Honours, 
« Preferments, Applauſe, &c. in a Word, SELF 
« is the Mammon, which can't be ſerved in Con- 
junction with God; for if it be ſerved, 'tis in 
Competition with God, and Contradiction to 
« him: God faith, My Son, give me thy Heart; 
Mammon ſays, Give it me : God faith, Be chari- 
« fable; Mammon ſays, Hold thy own: God ſays, 
« Be careful for nothing ; Mammon ſays, Be careful 
« for every Thing, Obſerve, Chriſt does not ſay, 
u we muſt not, or ſhould not, but we cannot ſerve 
« God and Mammon. And now I ſhall add the 
Parable of the Marriage Supper, (in which is con- 
ain'd neceſſary and uleful Inſtruction for worldly 
minded Men) to which, among others, Men of this 
Character were bidden ; but it appears they made 
light of the gracious Invitation, and went their 
own Way, one to his Farm, and another te his 
Merchandize; one had bought a Piece of Ground, 
and he muſt go ſee it; another had purchaſed five 
Toke of Oxen, and he muſt go. prove them; a 
third had married a Wife, and he could not come: 
Nothing ſure unlawful or evil in all this, and yet 
tiey may become circumſtantially an Evil or Diſ- 
advantage to us, eſpecially when they put by or 
obſtruct the more important Work of Religion; 
for we are call'd to Virtue and Glory, to the Love 
| = and 
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and Service of Cod, and to the Denial of our de 


Luke Xi. 


But now let us hear the Event of their Refuſal, whi 
had been pleading Excuſes, and deferring the Buſ 
neſs of Religion, the Call of God, to more con 
venient Seaſons ; the Text ſays, the Lord was angry 


contained is plain and legible, and I wiſh all that it 


form'd of the divine Being, when they are diſpenſin 


Kingdom and Government, and ſo intermeddle not 


14 * 
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ind Vai 
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rupt Wills, and to follow Chriſt, that is, to do þ 
Will; and when any Thing impedes, hinders 0 
draws us back from him, they become hurtful to us 


and ſpeaking to his Servants who had been with thi 
Meſlage, I /ay unto you, none of thoſe Men which wer 
bidden ſhall tafte of my Supper. The Doctrine hereit 


concerns, may make a profitable Application of it 
who, by the way, I would aſk, pat Idea they band 


wih bis Service till they have nothing elſe do? O that 
theſe careleſs Ones (reſpecting the Things of God 
would ſpare ſo much Time to conſider and compay 


carnal Things with ſpiritual Things, they would ſe your 
that 1 be carnally minded is Death to the Soul, and br! tell 
ſoon diſcern their Loſs of many ſpiritual Advan Vificatio! 
tages and Privileges, thoſe good Things laid up ir nd cont( 
ſtore for the ſpiritually minded Man, which God ide not { 
part reveals to him by his holy Spirit, graciouſlz nll alſo 
affording here a Foretaſte of the Joys of his eteroalſ>vit oft 
Salvation, more fully to be revealed hereafter Lovers 0 
he knows an entring into the Kingdom of God kein thi 
even in this Life; into the Peace and Reſt prepare " wy 
for the People of God, he is _ enter d; for ir Cole 
to be ſpiritually minded, brings Life and Peace t uuſe it 
the Soul: But the natural Man, the Man who ref P Bot 
mains in a State of depraved Nature, the world es 
Minded, and the Voluptuous, are Strangers to thi * ”_ 


.with its Joys, not knowing, becauſe not deſiring 188 O 
to conſider and know; that it exceeds the Joy ot 1 . Ap 
Harveſt, ar. any other temporal Advantage that guts an 


can be named ; yet ſome of this Sort of Wann ver fin 


. 
u well as ſome who are devoted to Pleaſure 
ind Vanity, unwilling to be counted irreligous, 
that is, to be looked. upon as ſuch who do not 
ptofeſs any Religion; ſuch as theſe, perhaps, ate 
ſometimes attending a Place of Worſhip on the , 
Firſt-day of the Week, (if the Exerciſe of his Body, 
s he alledges for the Health thereof, don't call 
upon him to ride or walk abroad; for which he 
wil not ſpare another Day from his Buſineſs or 
Pleaſure) where *tis to be feared they too generally 
arry their temporal Thoughts and Delights, and 


tit Midſt of the Congregation : And when ſuch as 
theſe attempt to offer, may it not be ſaid, 7o be the 
lurrifice of Fools, who are drawing near to God with 
heir Lips, their Hearts being far from him. Con- 
der this, all ye that forget God, and know that 
k is a God of Knowledge, who beholds and weighs. 

your Actions in the juſt Balance of his Holincls ; 
br | tell you of a Truth, the Day of the Lord's 
Viſitation will overtake all who are at Eaſe in Zion, 
nd content to remain in a Form of Godlineſs, and 
re not ſeek ing to know the Power thereof; it 
mil alſo come upon theſe who are panting after the 
Duſt of the Earth, as well as upon thoſe who are 
Lovers of Pleaſure more than Lovers of God ; and 


lh Day ſhall they caſt their Silver in the Streets, and 12. 
 Go/d (with every other Idol) all be removed, 
luuſe it has not ſatisfied their Souls, neither filled 
ltr Bowels, and becauſe theſe; Things have been the 
Uunbling-blocks of their Iniquity z the Bar that has 
ung obſtructed their Entrance into true Reſt and 
Peace 3 that Ha pineſs they are ſe:king from 
ng Objects, and having been once deceived with 
ile Appearances, and Promiſes of worldly De- 
tts and Enjoyments, I boldly affirm, People will 
err find it in temporal Things; and let me add 
13 EE 8 truly, 


y the wife Man ſays, They are almoſt in all Evil, in Prov, v.14, | 


king the Emptineſs of all worldly Enjoyments, In Exek. vii. 
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1 earthly Things which we once counted, Gain, Ani 


of all Things they once delighted in, counting then 


in Soul, that all People would be - prevailed with t 


Kingdom of God ! the Joys of which only. cal 


Men confine it "below. no wonder it break thel 


ſearched the Sin of Feruſalem by many afflictin 


Hoſea v 15-Delights, In ibeir Afiifion, faith the Lord, they, i 


* me early. 


1 66 * 
truly, that one. Day in bis Courts js Beller than 4 mpta 
Thouſand elſewhere, Tad that I had rather, era Aon 
the meaneſt Office, even that of a Door · keeper ads 
the Houſe of my God, than to dwell in the Tears nd Ext 
or even Palaces o "ſuch as are wicked and forge IP 
God, to partake of their Dainties. And let m ** 
farther ſay, that the Day of God's Power 3 . yh 
to a ſolid Conſideration and Examinatiom and thoſi . Jud; 


krved \ 
Turns, 
Ity o 
L bole 
their Wa 
n their 
Words | 
tay | ve 
light z 
between 
Arts an 
enquire, 
the Miſe 
Love of 
fers, enc 
Heap, t 
Ing the 
nz ove 
Moch, 
nd the 
rel! as 
ng ſto 
the | firſt 
and to t 
ding th 
Time he 
would 
dght o 
grind th 
unfaithf. 


1 in, we now count Loſs, compared with t 
xcellency of the Knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, fn 
whom many can ſay, they have ſuffered the Lo 


but Dung, that we might win Chriſt. O, ſaith m 


look into themſelves, to the Spirit of Chriſt mani 
feſted there, and ſeek this preferable Good, th 


ſatisfy the Deſires of an immorta] Soul ;, for, as 
certain Author obſerves, <** *Tis impoſſible earthl 
& Things ſhould fill the vaſt Capacity thereof, 
& ſuch is its Nature and Dignity, that it canno 
ce ſtoop to Earth, nor feed on Duſt ; and whe 


« Peace, and will not let them reſt in Sin and fo 
ce did Pleaſure, that ſeparates it from its rea 
« Good ; for the Soul graſps at Immenſity, an 
ce Jongs for God:“ To whom, when by his Fowe 
he breaks the Fetters of Sin, and removes thel 
earthly Impediments, it aſcends and ſeeks, God 
and, agreeably the Prophet tells us, when God ha 


Providences, and had ſtripped them of outwar 


But now to return a little to * who will 1 
rich, who inordinately.purſue worldly Advantage 


theſe ; are attended with, and oftentimes fall inte 
Temptation 


[ & 1! 
mptations to mean, baſe, and ſometimes wicked" 
(tions ; for; in Trading, this Sollicitude for, 

Abundance tempts People to be guilty of Frauds 

nd Extortion 3 juſt Dealing, and Imall Profit, not 

king, as they imagine, the Way to their End: It 
lo cauſes them to take Advantage of the Igno- 

nt, varying their Demand or Price according to 
he Judgment of the Purchaſer : And I have ob- 
ted with” Pain of Mind, the many equivocal 
Turns, nay, downright Fallities, ſome People ate 
wilty of in Trading; to ſay little of the many Hy- 
xrboles and falſe Gloſſes they, uſe ro recommend 
heir Wares, when perhaps they know them not good 
n their Kind; add to this the Multiplicity of, vain 
Words uſed on theſe Occaſions, for which I believe, 
ny [ venture to ſay, they ſtand not guiltleſs in God's 


7 
ace 


. Buying and Selling: And at length, if all thele 2. 
Arts and Endeavours ſhould ſucceed, let us a little 
inquire, how this Abundance is applied ? And firſts 
he Miſer who accumulates Wealth ſimply for ths | 
Love of Wealth, he commits his Idol to his Cotf- 
fers, endeavouring by various Means to add to his 
Hap, to which he pays his daily Adoration, bow- 
Ing the whole Attention of his Mind, and watch- 
Ing over it with great Aſſiduity, Iſt Thief or 
Woch, or any Thing ſhould impair or leſſen it; 

nd tne Neceſſities of his Family (if any he has) as 
ell as the Poor, in whoſe Way perhaps he has 
ng ſtood, he conſiders as a kind of Thieves ; to 
te firſt he recommends Frugality and Thriftinels, 
and to the laſt Induſtry and Labour, otherwiſe. bid- 
ding them be warm'd and fed, but -at the ſame 
Fine he with-holds the Means. And here let me ſay, 
| would not have any think themſelves clear in the 
dght of Heaven, though they do not oppreſs and 
gend the Face of the Poor for they will be found 
vnfaithful Stewards of our Lord's Goods in the Day 
EXC: 2 of 


ght; thus, as ſays the wiſe Man, does Sin flick cleſp Ecclefiafti- 


r 2 
e We 1 0 


of Account, if they have not ſuccour'd and reliey' 
their Neceflities, Let all then, who are rich in thi 
World's Goods, conſider the Deſcription of the lat 
Judgment by our Lord, where he ſays to ſom: 
T was an hungred and ye gave me no Meat, thir/tif 


be gracic 
dothe. al 
Penalty 

niſapply 
Luſts 3 
gur Nec 


and ye gave me no Drink, naked and ye clothed m bat WE | 
not, &c. And let all remember what a good Effes arg 
require: 


Chriſtianity had on Zaccheus, who was called, an 
received Chriſt joy fully with his Offers of Salvatio 
mark how his Heart was enlarged with Love t 
God and his Neighbour, obſerve how willing hei 


hs Corn. 
et me 
concern! 


to run the Ways of his Commandments, when w hin the 
find him ſaying, Bebold, Lord ! the Half of my Good br her 
I give to the Poor; and if I have taken any Thing fro Purſuit 
any Man by falſe Accuſation, 1 reſtore him four Fuld. Multi 
But now to turn to People of the oppoſite Cha As 
rater, whoſe Lives are one continued Scene 0 lberefore 
' Waſte and Profuſion, (Pride and Senſuality being 1 of ( 
the Motive of their evil Covetouſneſs) when the inn 
poſſeſs great Riches, they are, as our Lord ob Traffick 
ſerves, deceived thereby ; and becauſe *tis in thei Midft « 
Power, they imagine they are at Liberty now t( lee 10 - 
gratify the Luſt of the Eyes, the Luſt of the Fleſh oat be 
and the Pride and Pomp of Life, ſaying, in Effect and wil 
Soul eat, drink and be merry, take thine Eaſe zue 
indulge thy delicate Appetite, be coſtly nice, an- Treaſur 
curious in what thou eats, drinks and wears, Th 100 the 
are People now (as the Apoſtle Peter complaine( arp 
formerly) walking in Luſis and Exceſs, and turning 1 4 C 
the Grace and Favour of God (which would lea eart | 
them to Temperance and Humility) inte Wantony - l 


neſs, and at the ſame Time pleading for their mani 3 
Exceſſes and Superfluities, becauſe they have Wealt — Iſa 
enough to uphold or maintain them without hurt 2 
ing any Man's Property, forgetting they are here 4 by 
in this an evil Example to their Neighbours, as well , ie J 
as that we are only Stewards of the Goods that ou! er . 
great Lord has committed to our Truſt ; and * 


ä 
k gracioully allows a Liberty to, eat, drink and 
dothe. at his Expence, yet he forbids (under the 
Penalty of his Diſpleaſure) us to waſte,, embezzle, 
niſapply, and conſume his Goods upon our ſinful 
Luſts 3 but as we receive them at his Hands, for 
or Neceſſity and his Uſe, ſo he requires at ours, 
bat we temperately uſe, faithfully pay, and beſtow as 
e dire75 ; for he will certainly one Day or other 
rquire an Account of us, what we have done with 
his Corn, Oil and Wine, Wool and Flax. And here 
kt me obſerve what the Prophet Zzekzel ſpeaks 
oncerning Tyre, when the Lord had purpoſed to 
tain the Pride of all her Glory, and overthrow her 
br her Pride and Luxury, as well as her inordinate - 
Purſuit of Wealth; for thus ſaith the Lord, By the Ezek. 
Multitude of thy Merchandize they have filled the n 
Midft of thee with Violence, and thou haſt ſinn d; 
therefore! I will caſt thee as prophane out of the Moun- 
uin of God, Thou haſt defiled thy Sanfuaries by the 
Multitude of thine Iniquities, by the Iniquity of thy 
Irafick, therefore will J bring forth a Fire from the 
Midſt of thee, it Mall devour thee, and I will bring 
lbee to Aſhes upon the Earth, in the Sight of all them 
that behold thee. And Verſe 4. With thy Wiſdom 
and woith thine Underſtanding thou haft gotten thee 
Riches, and haſt gotten Gold and Silver into thy 
Treaſuries ; by thy great Wiſdom and by thy Traffick . 
haſt thou increaſed thy Riches, and thine Heart is lifted 
op becauſe of thy Riches ; therefore, thus ſaith the 
lord God, becauſe thou haſt ſet thine Heart as the 
Heart of God, behold therefore I will bring Strangers 
un thee, the Terrible of the Nations, and they ſhall 
iraw their Swords againſt the Beauty of thy Wiſdom. 
but Jaiab ſeems to propheſy, that in the Goſpel- 
ay ſhe ſhould again be viſited and return to God; 
nd her Merchandize and her Hire ſhall be Holineſs 
%% Lord, it Hall not be treaſured nor laid up, for 
* Merchandize ſhall be for them t bas dwell before 
1] L Hy -* ibs 
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£ Chriſt's ſpiritual Kingdom is quite different; 
es now bl:fled are the Poor, the Mourners, the 
c Perſecured, Ec, and another Reaſon may be 


ec rals as the beſt Things, no wonder. he in his 
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« Wiſdom removes the Temptation : The [/raclive that w 
& made a God of their Riches, and worſhipped it, WM Dury t 
ec and then Moſes deſtroyed it with the Idolaters ; nifeſt i 


5 Abraham, Dae Sc. very 5 rg it was 
* then; but now the Kingdom of Goch is preached, 
ce Things take a new Turn, the Conſtitution of 


« aſſigned, when the Lord ſees People make Gods 
c of Tis World's Goods, and look upon Tempo- 


„ and in this the Goſpel differs from the Law, in tze Sp 
« ſhewing Mercy to the Idolaters, but not pitying MM what 


&« or ſparing the Idol: But no wonder the PhariſeesMl «iz. 4 
« derided Chriſt ; they. laughed him to Scorn, for r G; 
<« going ſo contrary to the common Opinion 0 thoſe * 


e the World, and endeavouring to recover them vines 
« from a Sin they were reſolved to hold faſt.” IM wen 
fay, ſom: may poſſibly do thus by his Servants, « of 

which if it be o, I ſhall leave it, and proceed to « Ne 
fay, that it is the earneſt Deſire of my Soul, that] rar 


this Luſt for Wealth, as well as. all other Luſt: - in 
that are ſinful, may be brought to the Judgment of « th; 
Chriſt on this Side Eternity, chat they may witnels WY « or: 
| ; (ReapiOn (that 
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remiſſion of Jin: 450 peace with God in the Poſ- 
ton of an Inheritance eternal in the Heavens! 
This my Earneſtneſs for the everlaſting Well- being 
if my Fellow-Mortals, join'd with a Senſe of Duty 
t our God, has led me greatly to exceed the 
Bounds of a Letter, which at firſt I was inclined to 
write by way of Condolance and Sympathy, as well 
3s by way of Remembrance, that you might no 
forget the Dealings of Providence, nor neglect t 

pure Gitt of God in your Conſcience ; but as I a 
feel a Degree of Love, and I hope. of the divine 
Influence, to attend and move my Heart and Pen, 
mall make no Apology for my Manner of Wri- 
ting, nor yet for farther enlarging, in perſwading 
you in every Circumftance of Life to have due 
Regard to the following apoſtolick Poctrines, That 
the Glory and Honour of God is concern? 4 in. our 
hole Conduct and Converſation, whether we eat, 
drink, converſe, or whatſoever we do elſe ; and * 
that vhat'is to be Known of God, (reſpecting Man's 
Duty to him, our Neighbour and ourſelves) is ma- 
rifeſt in Man, for Sed reveals it to him, through 
the Spirit of his Son, by which he ſhews unto us 
what is good, and what he requires at our Hands, 
viz. To 40 juſtly, love Mercy, and walk humbly with 
dur God, and that none are the Children of God, but 
th1ſe who are led by bis Spirit; I ſay, if theſe Doc- 
rines are ſurely believed, and Men are in earneſt 
when they acknowledge < God to be the Fountain 
4 of all Knowledge and Wiſdom, who knows Our 
© Neceflities before we aſk, as well as our Igno- 
* rance in aſking'what is beſt for us, and therefore 
in Words defire he would be pleaſed to give them 
** thoſe Things that be moſs expedient for them, 
2 granting in This Life Knowledge of his Truth,“ 

(that is himſelf) who leads out of 11 Error: Where 
then can we more properly apply for Inſtruction, 
Direction, and Limitation in all our Unaertakings, 
* E | than 
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the World's Luſts, and to live ſoberly, righteouſſj 


true Initereſt: And I wiſh you would ſolidly and 
weightily conſider the great Advantage of this in 
ternal Inſtructor, the Spirit of Truth, which ou 


do allow that they ought not to offend againſt the 
the inward Law written by the Spirit of the living 


' Diſpenſation, where he ſays, Bebold the Days come 


| Hrae! and the Houſe of Judah, not according to the Cove- 


than to this Grace or Spirit of God, which as we app] 
to it with a ſingle Eye to his Honour, illuminate 
our Underſtanding, and gives a right Judgment i 
all Things, teaching us to deny all Ungodlſineſs and 


le greate 
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ſrae! a7 rupting 
nant that I made with their Fathers, in the Day that this 
zook them by the Hand to bring them out of the Land F "any | 


and Godly, and condemning all Sin, Exceſs and 
Superfluity of Naughtineſs; I ſay, where then ca 
I refer you better than to this holy Unction, 
Meaſure. of the Spirit of Chriſt which you have alf 
received of the Father, and which, as I ſaid before 
js Truth; and as Men abide in, or follow its In. 
ſtructions, it teacheth al! Things pertaining to Life 
and Godlineſs, and conducive to his Honour or ou 


Lord tells us will guide us into all Truth, 
And let me here obſerve, that all called Chriſtian 


Command of Jeſus Chriſt contained in the | Nev : 
Teſtament, bur forget too much the new Covenant, 


God on the Tables of the Heart, 10 wit, that ancient 
Promiſe of the Almighty, referring to the Goſpelif 


that I will make a new Covenant with the Houſe offi 


Egypt, cobich my Covenant they brake, although I was de Fas 
an Huſband to them, ſaith the Lord; but this ſhall be the WI Men bi 


Covenant that I will make with the Houſe of Iſrael after WW i rat 
thoſe Days, ſaith the Lord, I will put my Law in their WM bing h 
inward Paris, and write it in their Hearts, and wil Wl ſmple 
be their God, and they ſhall be my People : And they Wi hat ha 


Hall teach no more every Man his Neighbour, and i nd lea 
every Man his Brother, ſaying, know the Lord, for ls Mc 


lb) Hall all know me, from the leaſt of them unit Word, 


be 
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i greateſt of them, ſajth the Lord, for F will forgrye 
heir Iniquity, and I will remember their Sin no more. 
But perhaps ſome may ſay, F ibis be the Caſe, that 
I People are favoured with the Privilege of being 
inm2diately.taught by the Spirit of God, what Neceſſity 


Wn of 4 Goſpel Miniſtry ? To theſe Jet the following 


Remarks at preſent ſuffice, to ſhew the Uſe of 


recived a Meaſure of Grace, which teaches to deny 
Uagodlineſs, and have heard this inſpeaking Word 
of God, but all do not obey irs Reproofs nor 


Wltrudtions : People are ſenſible of its ſearching 


power, when it comes in the Spirit of Judgment 
nd Burning upon the tranſgreſſing Nature, but 
carnal Men flee from it, becauſe it gives them Pain; 
they will have none of its Reproofs, and are run- 
ing from the ſecret Convictions of the Witneſs and 


hadge for God in their Conſcience, which if they 
would adhere to, and bear his Indignation, becauſe 


they have ſinned, they would indeed prove this to 
be the Way to eternal Life and Salvation 3 but 


por unhappy Mortals are flying from this hea- 
WJ venly Guide, and going in bye Ways and. crooked 


Paths, and are forſak ing their own Mercies when 
tiey are ſeeking Relief from vain Recreations, 
laſtimes, wicked or unprofitable Company, cor- 
upting and unedifying Books, &c. in order to put 
ty this holy Reprover in their Souls: And thus are 
tany People doing Deſpite unto the Spirit of Grace, 
le Favour and Love of God, who wills that all 
Men be ſaved from Sin; and therefore he is viſiting 
lis rational Creatures, and trying all Means to 
bring home Backſliders, calling immediately to the 
imple Ones who love Simplicity, and to the Fools 
lat hate the ſaving Knowledge of God, to come 
and learn his Diſcipline; to theſe he is alſo ſending 
is Meſſengers, whom he hath ſanctified by his 
Word, and who have been obedient to his _ | 
vhs = who 


Goſpel Miniſtry : All People, as I have ſaid, have 55 
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who have not only believed in his Name, but bore 


his Indignation for Sin, and have heen by bis Spirit 


baptized into his Nature: Some ſo qualified he has 


immediately called to be the Miniſters of his Word, 


Diſpenſers of his Goſpel, Evangeliſts or Meſſengers, 


bom he ſends to the People to ſtir up the pure 


Mind, to exhort them to take.heed to and improve 


the heavenly Gift; and that they quench. not the 
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in the holy Unction which they have all received. 


And this is the Benefit ariſing to all who believe in, 
and are obedient to the Teaching of the Grace of 


God, and follow Chriſt in the Regeneration and 


Newneſs of Life, the Lord will be merciful to their 


Iniquities, and will remember their former Sins no 
more; and they will experience divine Conſolation, 
and Times of heavenly Refreſhment from the PreY 
ſence of the Lord, and in the End inherit the; 


Promiſes. 


But now, leſt any one may think that the DocY 
trine I have here advanced is a peculiar Tenet of tne 
People called Quaters, I ſhall give the Expoſition 
of the foregoing Scripture Paſſage by a * Teacher 


of 


* Pool on Heb. viii. 10. . 
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« tual to them. After thoſe Days of their Delivery 


& the firſt Adminiſtration of the Covenant were ac- 
i compliſhed, , when the Fullneſs,.of Time for the 
« Mefſiah's Revelation is come, the great God the 
« Redeemer himſelf, the infinitely wiſe; good and 

powerful Spirit, who only can reach the Soul, 
„will make Impreſſions, and write clear Charac- 


ttines of the. Goſpel, which includes zhe moral 
„Law, arc now managed by Chriſt; all che Will 


« an} Commands, and theſe in their Spirit and 
„ Power, which God not only ratify*d in, but con- 


«into the Mind, the inward Parts; the Mind or 
« Underſtanding being the inmoſt Part of the Soul, 


6 and 1ts Characters are by it made legible to the 
* Soul, which, as promiſed here, is ſo pray'd for 

Aby the Apoſtle, Epbeſ. i. 17. The Heart is a 
& Metaphor ſetting out a real, actual, powerful 
* Work of the Spirit of Chriſt, which leaves ex- 


* Will upon the Heart or Soul, as plain as Writing 

upon Paper, or Engraving upon Stones: Such an 
1 Operation of the Spirit. of Chriſt on the Souls of 
* them; as whereby is convey'd into them a new 


* by it Partakers of a divine Nature; and though 

# — ihey are not other Faculties, yet they are quite 

other Things than they were for Qualities and 

3 Operations, ſo as they are able to know, TY 
6% an 
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of the Engliſh Church, where 2 obſerves, 6 That the 

« new. Covenant fhould not be ſuch à one as was 
given at Mount Sinai, but wholly different, and 

« bar deny'd before, being carnal and ceremonious, 

« full of Types and Shadows, and thro' Sin ineffeo- 


from Babylon, but eſpecially when thoſe Days of 


« ters of divine Truth in the, Heart: All the Doc- 


« of God concerning our Salvation, his Promiles 
ve yd to the World by Jeſus Chriſt, and eſpecially 


is capable of receiving Impreſſes of divine Truths, 


© preſs Characters of all God's ſaving Mind and 


Light, Life and Power, ſo that they are made 
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Prov. 


axviii. 13, Whoſo confeſſeth and forſaketh them ſhall have Mercy, 
MH. Attend then to this Law of the Lord, which is per- 


e and Keep bis Laws, which are ſet up in Auch 


„ thoſe who ſhould be ingrafted into the good 


old, Give me neither Poverty nor Riches, but feed me 


| 5 8 . % + 
% 6 *% j 
4 « * ** . 


C xity and Dominion in their Souls, ruling and 
. « ordering all there. The Apoſtle's Application g 
„ this Text, Heb. viii. puts us out of all Doubt 
6 that this Promiſe referr*d to the Goſpel Times, 
« and was not only. made with the Fews, but al 


N 


« Olive Tree.” n e 7 
And now let me ſay, this is the Teacher which 
Men can't eaſily put by, or remove into a Corner, 
but he will judge and convince of Sin, and eon- 
demn for evil Actions, as well as Thoughts and 
Words; this will bring the ſaving Knowledge, dea 
Fellow-Mortals, that Llong to have you all attain, 
to know the Lord firſt to execute Judgment upon 
your Sins, and that you may fall under it, repent 
and amend your Ways, then will the Lord be wit 
neſſed to exerciſe loving Kindneſs and tender Mercy, 
for He that covereth his Sins ſhall not proſper, but 


fect, converting the Soul; this is that which ex- 
_ plains, confirms and refines upon the moral Law, 
that ſays, Thou ſhalt not kill : The inward Law 
prevents or removes the firſt Emotion of Anger, 
Hatred, Malice and Revenge, Thou ſpalt not covet, 
ſays the outward Law; but the Law of the Spirit 
of Life removes Pride, and the Love of Money, 
the Foundation and Spring of Covetouſneſs, and 
limits the inordinate and 'aſpiring Deſire, and in- 
clines People to be content with ſuch Things as 
they have, and to pray, as did an holy Man of 


with Food convenient for me; leſt I be full and deny 
the Lord, or leſt I be poor and ſteal, and take thy 
Name in vain : This inward Law, which is Light, 


the Things of God, and by its Wiſdom would lead 
25 | | | | 5K us 


would diſcover to Men the Glory and Excellence of 
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1 | 
to weigh all earthly Things in the juſt Balance 
of the Sanctuary, and try them by the Standard of 
Holineſs, and the Nature of the Goſpel of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and it would help People to give them their 
proper Value; it would teach them to pray that God 


ind Lies, all Things that would deceive and cheat 
us of true Happineſs 3 it would lead, Men to a 
Conſideration of their Beginning and Jatter End, 
and ſhew them that they were brought into Being 
o glorify God, and by his Aid to work out their 
own Salvation with Fear and Trembling ; it would 


tinty of the Time to do this great Work; and 


and Sollicitude to heap up Wealth; it would teach 
People: to cover the beſt Things, and incline them 


divine Wiſdom to conduct them ſafely to Heaven; 
it would help them to be diligent and earneſt in 
making a ſuitable Preparation for a better Country, 
25 the Apoſtle phraſes it, at the Time he exhorts 
Chriſtians, whom he compares to Sojourners, Stran- 
gers and Pilgrims, to abſtain from fleſhly Luſts which 


ſom preſſing forward to this City, whoſe Maker 
and Builder 1s God. 5 195 
And here it may not be amiſs to obſerve, that 
rangers and Pilgrims, or Travellers from one 
Country to another, are not very ſollicitous about 
their Accommodations on the Road, if they are but 
mean and ordinary, they confider that it is but for 


a ſhort Time; and if they are never ſo agreeable, 


they do not ſuffer them to detain them from proſe- 


cuting their Journey; but having in View ſome 


often bring to their View the Shortneſs and Uncer- 


var againſt the Soul, by captivating and detaining it 


- 


would be pleaſed to remove far from them Vanity 


keing how frail they are, it would remove all Pride 


to pray, not for Length of Days on Earth, but for 


greater Advantage at the End thereof, they do not 


conſider theſe Things as their Felicity, but Conve- 
mencies in the Way to Happineſs ; and as I ſhould 


rejoice, 


= © 


rejoice, Would all Chriſtians adhers to this Staridatd 
of Truth placed in every Conſcience, fo I would 


have them examine the Doctrines, Precepts and 
Example of Chriſt, (and the primitive Chriſtians. 
as ſet forth in the facred Writings) whom Chriſtians 
acknowledge in Words appear'd on Earth to exhibit 


à Pattern or Rule of Conduct for them to follow; 


1 John il. 
46. 


And he that ſaith be abideth in him, (i. e. in Chrift 
ought himſelf alſo to walk, even as he walted. And 


o 


as this is granted, I wiſh with all my Heart, all 


who profeſs themſelves Chriſtians, would compare 
with, and bring their Practices to this Touch: ſtone, 
and examine if their Lives in any manner reſemble 
his: And let us here note, that notwithſtahding 


Chriſt Jeſus is the Creator and Lord of the whole 
VDniverſe, yet when he took human Nature on him, 


and appeared upon Earth, He came in the Form of 
4 Servant, born of mean Parentage, the Place of 
his Birth an Inn, and a Manger his Cradle, and 
call'd in Contempt the Son o the Carpenter, and the 
Carpenter, and became in the Eyes of the Men of 


this World of no Reputation; when I ſuppoſe every 


one will allow it might have been quite the Reverſe, 


if it had been conſiſtent with the Nature and Intereſt | 


of his Kingdom, which he declar'd was not of this 
World; and when tempted of Satan with the Glories 


thereof, we find there was nothing in him that the 


Tempter could faſten his Temptation upon, he be- 


ing holy, harmleſs, and undefiled, feparate from Sin 
and Sinners; and the End of his Coming was, and is 
to deſtroy the Works and Temptations of the Devil, 


and to reform the World that lay in Wickednels ; 


John vii. 7. and thus did he ſay to the unbelieving Jews, The 


World cannot hate you, but me it hateib, becauſe 1 
 Teftify of it, that the Works thereof are evil. And on 


every Occaſion we find the whole Deſign, Scope 


and Tendency of our Lord's Diſcourſes, Precepts, 


Doctrines and Example, calculated to draw Men's 


tiles « 


great 
fo ann 


but 5 


1 7⁰ 1 "7 
befires,. Attentions and affections, n temporal | 
Objects to bimſelf, and to ſeek his Kingdom: And 
his Precepts and Doctrines call loudly and plainly to 
all who profeſs his Name, to come out of the Spirit 
of the World; and he is at this Day chooſing; his 
Followers out of the World, redeeming: them from 
the Evils that are in it, not only from the groſs 
Corruptions and Pollutions, but from the Pride, 
rain Glory, Honours, Grandeur, Pleaſure and Wil- 
dom thereof, with the exceſſive and diſtracting 
Cares, Luxury and Exceſs of all Kinds, which were, 
and now are ObſtruEtions in the Way to his King- 
dom. And when any of his Followers diſcover'd, 
in Thought or Word, a Deſire for worldly Ho- 
nours, Diſt inction or Superiority, the more effectu- 
ally to draw their Inclinations and Expectations 
from earthly Objects, he turns his Obſervation on 
the Nations of this World, (People who knew not 


tiles exerciſe Dominion over them, and they that are 
great exerciſe Authority upon them, but it ſhall not be 
ſo among you 3, or, ye ſhall not be fa, as Luke has it; 

but be that is greateſt among you, let bim be as the 
Hunger; and he that is chief, as he that doth ſerve. 
And again, 27 are they which have continued with 
me in my Temptations, and 1 appoint unto you a Ring- 
dom, as my Father hath appointed unto me, that ve 
may eat and drink at my Table in my Kingdom, and 
ſit on Thrones, judging ibe twelve Tribes f Ifracl. But 
previous to this, they were to forſake all Things 
that obſtructed the Way to this heayenly Kingdom, 
and to ſuffer in this World many Things, as did 
their great Maſter and Example. And to let the 
aſpiring Sons of Zebedee ſee their Miſtake, when they 
apprehended, our Lord's Kingdom was a temporal 
one, (and requeſted to /t one on his right, and 
the other on bis left Hand therein) as well as to learn 
them that the Servant was not to expect to fare 
| better 


God) and ſays, Ze know that the Princes of 'the Gen- Mat. ax. 


—— — — 
* 2 4 on 
; — 


3 w 


— OECAN I — gr * » * 
rn e ons en SA” - PR — » 5 
. l _ "I f 4 # Cee "= WM 
; bo _  1-_— 
; . — Bo 
. "= 


rn e 
3 * 


5 


M 2. A. 
22. 


ſwered our Lord: They knew not then 
tion of ſitting with Chriſt in his Throne; they 


came to reign in the Hearts of Men, to pull down 


[ 80 5 
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thought that he came to reſtore the temporal Kiki 

dom to //rael, and that he was to ſit on os Thros 
of David literally, and in Peace and outward Statt 
and Tranquility ; but he came for another End, he 


Principalities, the Power of Darkneſs, and ſpiri Ae, 
Wickedneſs in high Places, in the exalted Mind _— 
of Men, to deſtroy the Kingdom of Satan, and tc ip 
eſtabliſh the Kingdom of God within Men, to lay the * f 
Axe of his Power to the Root of the corrupt Tree, vs 
to ſtrike at the Foundation, the ground Work o 3 
Sin in Mens Hearts, where he was rejected, a8 . 
well as outwardly oppoſed, and ſuffer'd the Con- 3 
tradiction of the very Sinners he came to ſave; % 
and we find he bore great- Indignities and Re- < 1 3 
proaches, and wander'd from Place to Place, not Krogh . 
having where to lay his Head, and at length drank wa . 
of the Cup of greater Sufferings, in dying the Death ch 
of the Croſs to manifeſt his great Love, and to red 
atone for the Sins of the World. by 
Thus we fee Chriſt our Lord came not to be Feng 
miniſtred to, but to miniſter, and to give his Lite _ f 
a Ranſom for many ; neither did he come that Page 
Mens Luſts for worldly Wiſdom, Honour, Riches, 10 
Pleaſures, Preferment and Applauſe ſhould be gra- = ; 
tified, but to example them in the Path of Self. 
denial in all theſe Things, and to ſtain the Glory of Iren u 
all Fleſh, that the rich Man might not glory in bis in. 
Riches, nor the wiſe Man in his - Wiſdom, neither Net, - 
the ſtrong Man in his Strength: He came not to Tempta 
bring Peace into theſe earthly Minds, that are thus Hu Far 
glorying in any Thing ſhort of the Knowledge of Bs 5 Jed 
the Lord, but a Sword, the Sword of the Spirit, Wi-+i» 
the Word of God, which is able to divide betwixt 8 b 
a Man and his falſe Delights, and to ſet him at ir, ot 


Variance 


1 
hariance againſt his evil Concupiſence ; and he 
ame and comes to ſend the Fire of his Word into 
the earthly Heart, to burn up and conſume the 
taffy, thorny and briery Nature in Man. But 
nto ſach as fear his Name, and ſubmit to his 
Power, he appears as the Sun of Righteouſneſs, 
jth healing Beams to nouriſh and cheriſh the good 
ed, and to gather it into the Garner, f wi, the 


Jerty to the Captives, and the opening of the Priſon 
ben that are bound, to proclaim the acceptable Year 
i the Lord, and the Day of Vengeanre of our God; 10 
amfort all that mourn, to appoint unto them that 
wirn in Zion, to give them Beauty for Aſhes, the Oil 
Joy for Mourning, and the Garment of Praiſe for 
te Spirit of Heavineſs, that they might be called Trees 
Righteouſneſs, the Planting of the Lord, that be 
web! be glorified ; who will not give his Glory 10 
mother, nor his Praiſe to graven Images. | 
Thus we ſee the Chriſtian Life, in this Senſe, is 
Wit a tranquil State; and if we will be Chriſtians, 
te muſt enliſt under Chriſt's Banner, which is Love, 
nd his Enſign, which is a Crofs to the corrupt 
Vill, and follow him the Captain of our Salvation; 
ad as the Church of England expreſſes it, we muſt 
fully fight under it againſt Sin, the World and the 
levil, and continue Chriſt's faithful Soldiers and Ser- 
ang unto our Lives End. And if we expect to 
rn with Chriſt, we mult ſuffer with him, that is, 
r muſt deny ourſclves of all the ſinful Luſts of-tne 
fleſh 3 and as he our great Example did, refit the 
lemprations of the Devil, ro the Glory, the Pomps 
ad Vanity of this wicked World, / as net to fellow 
F be led by them : We muſt mortify our corrupt 
actions for worldly Wiſdom, Honour, Prefer- 
nents, Sc. and for all Excels, Luxury and Super- 
uty of Naughtineſs ; and when we have taken up 
F 5 E this 


lingdom of God, and 7o preach good Tidings 10 the m. 1s. x; 
Week, to bind up the broken Hearted, to proclaim * 5 


Gal. vi. 14. 
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this Croſs to our evil Concupiſence, 2greeable' t 
our Lord's Direction, we muſt follow him who 
meek, humble, lowly, and compaſſionate, wh. 
when he was reviled, reviled not again.z and.whe 
he ſuffer'd, he threaten'd not, neither took Ven 
7s of his Enemies and Oppoſers, but pray“ 
or his Perſecutors; for he came not to deſtro 
Men's Lives, but their Sins. Thus did our gre: 
Example endure the Croſs, and deſpiſe the Shame at 
tending it, leaving us a Pattern that we ſhould fallm 
his Steps. And as the Church above mentioned h- 
it, we muſt be made like unto him, that as he died an 
roſe. again for us, ſo we ſhould die to Sin, and ri 
again to Righteouſneſs, moriifying all our evil and cor 
rupt Aﬀettions, and daily . in all Virtue an 
Gadling of Living. 
And here boy me again aſk, If you believe thi 
Doctrine, what becomes of your Aſſertion, Tha 
there can be no perfect Freedom from Sin in this Life 
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Oh, ſaith my Soul, that all Profeſſors of ChriſtianiMW'us ov: 
would bur come to this Mortification, then woulq nd, 
they be chooſing rather to ſuffer (as Moſes did tereof, 
Aiction with the People of God, than to enjoy M Cbiaren 
Pleaſures of Sin for a Seaſon, eſteeming the ReproachW this! 
_ of Chriſt greater Riches than the Treaſures of Fgypt of the ( 
for be had Reſpect unto the Recompence of Reward, a \*ngdo 
Eye 10 the eternal Crown of Righteouſneſs in Heaven ut in v 
which is laid up for all that bear the Croſs od, 
Chriſt : Which excellent Attainment the A poſt v mul 
Paul had in View when he thus exults, God forbil Faculty 
that T ſhould glory, ſave in the Croſs of our Lord Jeſui om: 
Chriſt, by 1 15 the World is crucified unto me, and Wi Criſts 
unto the World. Dead indeed was this Man of Goc a he is 
reſpecting any Deſire of its Pomps and Vanities M eaſy 
and he counts all Things but IL.oſs or unprofitable H 
ſavipg what had ſome Reference to the Glory of Reſt un 
God, "and the Felicity of another Life ; and having lion, 
ſeen the Excellency of che Knowledge of Jeſu bing i 
Chriſ And ch 


NT F 
(irit his Lord, (whom with the Father to know 
p ſlave from Sin, is eternal Life) he declines the 
Viſdom of this World, and the Excellency of 
eech, and determines not to know any Thing 
tre Jeſus Chriſt, and him crucified : And we 
ind him concern'd about nothing ſo much, as to 
ep a Conſcience void of Offence in his Sight, who 
by the Power of his Reſurrection had made him 
onformable to his Death, by being buried with 
lim in his Baptiſm, waſhed by his Word, and 
raiſed thereby into Newneſs of Life. Thus this 
neat Apoſtle, who bids the Believers follow bim as 
Ju followed Chriſt, took up the Croſs, not once or 
ice only, but he tells us be died daily; to be ſure it 
tas to all Evil, to every Temptation each Day 
night bring with it; yet, ſays he, I live, and the 
Life that I now live, is by Faith in the Son of God. By 
this Faith in the Power of God, muſt all Chriſtians 
thus overcome the World, and by the ſame muſt we 
tand, and be enabled to reſiſt the Power of the God 
W/rreof, who bears Rule only in the Hearts of the 
lildren of Diſobedience. And when Profeſſors come, 
ss this holy Man did, to be ſubject to the Diſcipline 
af the Croſs, here they witneſs the Coming of the 
kingdom; here is the doing his Will in Deed, an 
not in Word only; here's the excellent Knowledg 
do God, whom when we know as the Apoſtle did, 
re muſt needs adore, reverence and love with every 
Faculty of the Soul; and then ſhall we keep all his 
Commandments: And here is. the Imputation of 
Ciriſt's Righteouſneſs, becauſe he has made us holy 
ss he is holy; here is the Experience that his Yoke 
keaſy and Burden light, and that his Service is 
Wl fe? Freedom: And in this Croſs it is that we find 
keſt unto our Souls, which hererofore was ali Con- 
ion, caſting up the Mire and Dirt of Sin, by 
bling in a Succeſſion of ſenſual and fordid Delights, 
and though in the World theſe faithful f 
„ 1 of 


ä 

, of Chriſt may have Trouble, yet he-who overca 

the World, delivereth out of it, and affords them 
Share of that precious Peace, Satisfaction and D 


light, which the World with all its Treaſures an 
Pleaſures cannot give, neither can its Frowns a 
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Contempt deprive them of; for to his faithful Se ge Natui 
vants who hunger and thirſt after bis Righieouſne Ie but 
and cannot live 20 him (that is to his Praiſe and Glori done, 
without him, to theſe does our gracious God vouei duity ? 
ſafe to diſpenſe the Bread of his Kingdom, whiꝗ t love 
nouriſheth the Soul up unto eternal Life; and the,cud or 

| alſo receive at his Hand the Cup of Bleſſing, thi is th 
new Wine thereof, and are drinking of the Broo a and 
by the Way, the refreſhing and comfortable Strean e uſeful 
of his Love, which cauſe the Faithful to lift up till ipporti 
Head, and look to him above all Temptation it the ! 
Tribulation and Diſcouragements, who ſtrengthen Wnny al 
ſupports and conſolates, till they arrive at the Coſ tles a. 
ſummation of Bliſs (where the Wicked ceaſe Trot Wo the It 
troubling) to join the Church triumphant in ſingin charity 
eternal Praiſe to God and the Lamb, who gives thi ny poo 
Victory over Sin. 45 Ds Wny owr 

Thus I have conſider'd Mens inordinate Deſir ach vai 
for Wealth, as well as the ſinful luſting after man uten t 
Things which are deſtructive to the Life of Chr were 
Wanity, and which the Laws and Doctrines there Ambiti 
require every Profeſſor of the ſame to deny: Anil the 
for my own Part I can ſay by Experience, that O! : 
Affection for theſe Things choke the Seed of th ha: Pe 
Kingdom, and ſeparate from the Preſence and Ap Confid 
probation of God, who when he ſaid, Thou ſhalt nd ould 
commit Adultery, &c. ſaid alſo, Thou ſhalt have non '» ſear 
other God but me; whom thou, O Man and Woman D:fires 
art required to love with every Faculty of th hes, 
Soul : Bur it People love not the World, nor th done; 
Tings that are in the World, the Luſt of the Eyes Nef the 
the Luſt of the Fleſh, and Pride of Life, if thei hers 


prefer them not to ſpiritual Things, if they * 


1 


ne ſay) indifferent to them, why is the moſt of 
vir Attention laid out on temporal Objects? For 
we hear People in a common way ſpeak of any 
ſhing elſe but the Luſt of the Eye, &c. or the 
ſeans of procuring them?. Are not People daily 


a 
m 
D 
an 
a 
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te Nature of the Things can ſerve no other Pur- 


done, and with the greateſt Earneſtneſs and Af- 
Wivicy ? And yet will they alledge, that they do 
t love nor delight in them, that they are not 
Wroud or lifted up in the Poſſeſſion of them: What 


Win is the Cauſe or Reaſon of treaſuring up ſo many 


Wh: uſeful Members of Society, by encouraging and 
Wpporting Trade, and thereby contributing to ſub» 
Witt the Poor? Is this then the Motive which ſo 
Wnny alledge ? Does many Thouſands ruin them- 
cles and come to Poverty by their Beneficence 
o the Indigent ? Is the Proverb reverſed ! and does 
charity begin abroad, and not at home? Have I 


bs 


Wny own? No, no ; I would not have People plead 


, ch vain Excuſes as he Support of Trade, &c. but 


aten to an impartial Examination of their Hearts, 
were *tis more than probable they will find Pride, 
Ambition and unlawful Sclf-love Jurking underneath 
WI! their ſpecious Pretences and vain Apologies. 
on! ſaith my Soul, and that with great Fervency, 
bat People would be prevailed with to come to a 
Wy Conſideration of their trueſt Intereſt, that they 
Wy vould ſuffer Chriſt, the great Phyſician of Value, 
s ſearch their Wounds, and cure them of world! 

beſires, and diveſt their Affections of worldly Ob- 
cts, that they might have no God but the Lord 
J #one ; then would they learn and know the Truths 


. 


others only, but would have to ſay from grounded 
' F 3 Experience, 
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cumulating Superfluities of many Kinds, that in 


Wk but that of Pride and Vanity; and can all this 


in and uſeleſs Things? Is it becauſe you deſire to 


Wn poor Neighbour's Welfare more at Heart than 


Jof the Goſpel, not by Tradition and the Report of 
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8 
Experience, that the one Half of his Good 
Perfection of his Beauty, had not been 5 1 
deſcribed; then would they witneſs that Reſt a2 
Peacz (which the carnal Reaſoner knows not) th 
it is of more Worth than all the Glories of th 
World, for its Price is above Rubies ; Silver nc 
Gold cannot be weighed for it, neither the Deligh 
of the Eye compared with it. And 1 here affir 
in the Power and Authority of the Truth of o 
God, that though People may pretend to high an 
ſplendid Notions, and to great Knowledge of Chri 
4anity, that they know nothing of it, as they ough 
to Know, until they witneſs in their Hearts ant 
Lives the Power of the Croſs of Chrift to crucif 
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not only their vile Affections, but their Love 1 both 
worldly Delights and Enjoy ments, and to be bag bough 
from ea Lily to heavenly Objects; *tts in this Cre Apoſt 
to the ſin ful Luſts and Will of Men, which nevei © ul 
can work the Righteouſnels of God, that Ihe Work throu! 
of Goa muſt be begun, continued and ended. And from the V 
certain Knowledge I ſpeak, that while. we are con are 
torming to the Spirit of a vain and wicked World bey 
we cannot, as we are called upon to do, preſent ou 8 Rewa 
Bodies, Souls and Spirits a living Sacrifice, no Merc 
render to God our reaſonable Service; for whilſſ Manr 
People live in worldly Delights and Pleaſure, theyMll n. E 
are ſpiritually dead, and theſe Dead can't praif Wou 
God, neither are they ſenſible of ſpiritual Enjoy 9” 
ments, nor. have they Leifure to ſeek after them Haw 
their Hours being divided between the SenſualitiesMf from 
the Profits, Pleaſures and Amuſements of a wicked , 
World : And. in theſe Earthquakes, Hurries and E Hill 
Confuſion of Soul, Peoples Minds are not ſilent and! 
enough to hear be ſtill ſmall Voice of God, who if theſe 
graciouſly waiting to reveal his acceptable Will in 0 tu 
them; and thus People do not know a being ſaved : theſe 
from their Sins, becauſe, like 1/ael, they wil! no _ 
n 


conſider And in this Condition 'tis no wonder ſuc 


are 12 6. 
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Irre ſaying, Wie do not fee any Evil in theſe Things our 


Deſires go after : But there are many, nevertheleſs, 
in whom the Light, has ſhined out of Darkneſs, and 
they have ſeen their Deformities, yet unwilling to - 
uke up the Croſs, like /7ae! of old, they have im- 
mediately cloſed their Eyes, and will not bring their 
Deeds to the Light, leſt it reprove them. Thus 
many go on in this deplorable Way, giving the 

Reins to their own Wills and Paſſions, not con- 
fidering that they are not their on, and therefore 
tis not reaſonable they ſhould do their Works and 
fulfil their own Deſires, but the Works and Will 
of God, who hath a twofold Claim to our Service, 
both by Creation and Redemption; for we are 
bought with a Price, therefore call'd upon by the 
Apoſtle to glorify God in our Bodies and Spirits, which 
are his: And when People come to be ſanctified 
throughout in Body, Sou] and Spirit, crucified to 
the World, and the World unto them; when they 


arrive at this ſaving Knowledge of Chriſt, then are 


they experimental Witneſſes, that there is a bleſſed 
Reward to the Righteous ; for though God's tender 
Mercies are over all his Works, yet in an eſpecial 
Manner is he favouring and conſolating the upright 
in Heart, the ſincere, pious and religious Mind. 
Would ro God, that all People profeſſing Chriſti- 
onity were but in the Way to this happy Attain- 
ment, having their Faces ſer Zion- ward, advancing 
from Strength to Strength, they might then be ſay- 
ing to their Neighbours, Come let us go up to the. 
Hill of the Lord, the Mountain of the God of Jacob, 
and he wil] teach us to hold on our Way : Such as 
theſe would be qualified, by their good Example, 
to turn Men from Darkneſs to Light; and indeed, 
theſe dare not, either by Word or Deed, keep 
others in Ignorance, but agreeable to our Lord's 
Admonition, are letting their Ligb. ſhine before Men 
in the Midſt of a dark World, it be:ng beſtowed or 

U— Ol F4 communicated 


1 
communicated to us not to be concealed, but th; 
our Neighbours ſhould reap ſome Advantage fro 

it, who ſeeing our good Works, might be enduce 
to follow us, as we follow Chriſt, and thereb 
glorify God in bringing forth much Fruit to. th 
8 of his great Name. Theſe, I ſay, who hay 
occupied the unſpeakable Gift of God, the Meaſurd 
of the Spirit of his Son, and have taſted of the 
good Word of Life, they cannot eat their Morſe 
alone, but are ſometimes divinely" influenced by th 
Love of God to call to their Neighbours to come 
and partake of the Bleſſing, the ſaving Knowledge 
of Cariſt, who 7 the Way, the Truth and the Life 
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and Light of Men, and be ſaved thereby from Sin noth 
Tenora:ice, Error and Vanity, Theſe real Cbriſ admin 
tins. through divine Al, being red-emed from And | 
ſpiritual Bondage, and having overcome their o. co der 
ſi fu] Luſts and Paſſion, firſt ruling their own vicke 
Hurts, are then qualifi q (as were the Patriarchs of Shift « 


wiſe f 
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old) to be Kings, Rulers, Judges and Leaders, 
ruling in the Fear and Authority of God, and 
jun ging for his Honour and Glory; in their Fami- 
lies inſtructing their Children and Servants in the W 
KHowledge, Love and Fear of the Lord; they W 
would be bringing up Stones of Memorial in a 
Converſation becoming the Goſpel of Chriſt; and 
when their Children demanded a Reaſon of their 
Faith and Practice, and why they run not to the 
fame Exceſs of Riot with the World that lies in 
Wickedneſs, why they walked not in the Spirit of 
the World, and according to the Courſe or Cuſtom 
thereof, according to their former Luſts in their 
Ignorance, they may have to tell them, that they 
were once in Egypt, (ſpiritually in Darkneſs) Bond. 
ayes to their Corruptions and Vanities, and had 
been ſerving divers finful Luſts, as well as others; 
but that our God, gracious and merciful, had with 


a mighty Hand and outſtretched Arm of Love and u 
N „ Compaſſion, ¶ leave 


TY 


if Compaſſion, ON us from our high: Taſk- 


maſters, our Luſts and Corruptions, and from the 
| Worſhip of our ſtrange Gods, and at the ſame 
Time gave us new Laws and Precepts, command- 
ing us to ſerve no other God but the Lord alone, 
wh6 brough« us out of the Land of Egypt ſpiritu- 
ally; and theſe are the Laws and Statutes given us 
by Chriſt himſelf, by which we now walk, even the 
Denial of ourſelves of all Things whatſoever. that in 
any wiſe tend to diſnonour God, and to obſtruct our 
eternal Felicity, This religious Experience would 
qualify Chriſtians for a ® Converſation that would be 
to the Uſe of edifying in Love to God and one to 
| another, and being ſo ſeaſon'd with Grace, it would 
adminiſter Inſtruction in Righteouſneſs to the Hearers. 
And theſe having been help'd by the Grace of God 
to deny the Pleaſures, the Pompey and Vanities of the 
wicked World, they are ſaved from the miſerable 
Shift of ſpeaking Evil of their Neighbours, and like- 
viſe from deſcanting and criticiſing upon Modes, 
Faſhions, Amuſements and Recreations; and their 
Luſt for worldly Honour and Preferment _ 
crucified, their Defires for Wealth limited, rem 
al Profit, Trade and. Grandeur, &c. would not bis 
always uppermoſt in Mens Minds, as we ſee they are 


c I by Peoples ſpeaking almoſt inceſſantly of the Earth. 
buch as theſe the Evangeliſt deſcribes thus, He 7hat John ti. 


is of the Earth is earthly, and ſpeaketh of the Earth: 3* 


in BY And agreeably hereto the Apoſtle Paul gives the 
Character of the Enemies of the Croſs of Chriſt, (or 
Power of God) that God is their Belly, whoſe Glory i 7s Phil. iii. 18. 


| in bbeir WN 1000 mind 828 25 PINgs. And again, 
| For 


[ET 


* Jatianes tells ue, that the Virgins among the (early) 
; Oriſtians were wont to ſpeak of God's Word and Works as 
WJ they ſet at their Wool Work; and ſays another Author, The 
nue Diſciples of Chrift, their —_ are converſant about 

N 2 Penn. | 


dom. i. For they that are after the Nad, do mind the Things or the 
* © Pieſh, bat they that ure after the Spirit, the Things of the 


Heaven. Would to God that all Peop“ were come 


5 Honour, Power and Wealth, (Who can believe 


not fulfil the Luſts of the Fleſh ; for they 
Cbriſts, have crucified the Fleſh with the Affections and 
Luſts. 
Profit of many, being concerned for one another's 
Welfare in the beſt Things, thoſe which refer to 
another Lite, and led by the Love of God (that olem 
Principle of Charity ſhed abroad in their Hearts) 
do go out into the Fields and Vineyards of God, 
among their Neighbours, to ſee if the Pomgranates 
bloſſom'd, and what Fruit on the Vines (or at leaſt 
on the Branches, the Profeſſors of Chriſt, who ſay 
they are ingrafted in him the Vine) digging, dung-W 
ing, pruning and watering ; and as in the natural W 
Garden, tenderly nipping off the ſuperfluous Buds, 
the ſkilful Pruner fees will injure and ſtarve the 
bearing Branches, as well as aſſaying to give ſome 
that are growing out of Order a proper Turn and]; 


„ 


Spirit : And in another Place he is calling the Bre- 


thren to walk ſo, as ye have us. for an Example ; 


adding a little farther on, for our Converſation is in 


to this happy Situation, they would not then be 
perpetually talking of who was advanced to worldly 


ſavingly in the humble Jeſus, while they are ſeek- 
ing theſe Things ?) but enquiring who grew in 
Grace, and in the ſaving Knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt; 
theſe having no greater Joy than to hear the Pro- 
feſſors of Chriſtianity are making Advances in the 


Truth, that is in Chriſt, walking agreeable to his 


Doctrines and Example, in the Spirit, theſe Hall 
that art 


Theſe real Chriſtians would be ſeeking the 


beautiful Uniformity : Thus would Chriſtians be 


building up one another in the moſt holy Faith, 


praying in and by the Holy Ghoſt, and exciting to 
the Love of God and good Works, the moſt cer- 
tain Concommitant of true Faith, | * 
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But here the common Objection may ariſe in 
ſome Minds, (to wit) That Mens Thoughts can't be 


always bent ibis ſpiritual Way; they will tire and fla 
with conſtant Exerciſe as well as the Body, and mu 


remember to have heard any ſay, that they were 
fatigued with thinking and ſpeaking of their earthly 
Enjoyments ; but I obſerve on the contrary, how 
vigorous and elert they appear while the Converſa- 


Subject for any Thing ſerious, or referring to the 
Happineſs'ot the Soul in another World, and pre- 
ſently a ſudden Gloom overſpreads the Countenance, 
and they appear uneaſy at ſuch Diſcourſe ; and 
having no Taſte or Reliſh of the Things of God, 
they ſpeak Evil of what they know not. Again, 
ſome to evade a religious and ſober Converſation 


w DB YAN A .. 7 & 


1 alledge, That the Subjects of Religion are made 700 
N cheap and familiar by ſpeaking thereof in Viſits, which, 
„ey hey, are intended for Relaxation of the Mind, &c. 


| grant that Religion, the Laws of God, the Doc- 


bolemn Subjects, and ought not to be ſpoken of 
E lightly or wantonly, and in an irreverent Frame of 
uind; yet this does not hinder, but that when 
Wo Chritians (who are exhorted unto Holineſs' in all 
manner of Converſation, to be ſober, watching unto 
Prayer) are influenced by the Spirit and Love of 
Cod, they may provoke one another to Love and 
good Works, and by Way of Remembrance ſtir 
up the pure Gift of God, the Meaſure of his Spirit, 
in them; and by ſpeaking of what the Grace of 


excite others to believe in the Power of Chriſt, 
and in his Love counſel-and caution them that they 
neglect not the Operation and Teachings thereof, 
And thus was 1/-ael! of old commanded by the Lord 
to repeat their Laws and Statutes, (and I believe in 

NE” a particular 


be ſome Times unbent : This 1 allow 3 but yet I never 


tion turns on Temporals : But offer to change the 


Wl trines and Precepts of Chriſtianity, are facred and 


God through Faith in Chriſt has done for them, 
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Pſal. Ixvi. 


16, & c. 


fa i 


a particular and eſpecial Manner that firſt and great 


| Commandment I have frequently hinted at) Theſe 
Mords (faith the Lord) which I have commanded thee 


this Day, ſhall be in thine Heart, and thou ſhall teach 
them diligently to thy Children, and ſhall talk of them 
when thou fitteſt in thine Houſe, and when thou walkeſt 
by the Way, &c. And we find the Deſign of theſe 
Repetitions were to impreſs the Love and Fear of 
God upon the Minds of the then preſent Generation, 
that they might ariſe and. ſpeak of them' to their 
Children, that it might be well with them, and that 
the Generations to come might fear the Lord, Arid tho? 
there was ſo great a Declenſion among that People, 
ſo that they forgot God and his Laws Days without 
Number, yet there was a Remnant that feared and 
ſerved the Lord, and clave to him with full Purpoſe 
of Heart, of whoſe Love and Conſtancy the Prophet 
makes honourable Mention, ſomething to this Pur- 
poie ; Though the Proud (by the Proud) are counted 
Happy, and they that work Wickedneſs are ſet up, &c. 


yet he tells us, thoſe that fear'd the Lord ſpake often 


one lo another. Their 1 eme doubtleſs was the great 
Love of God extended various Ways in their won- 
dertul Deliverances, Preſervation and Favours, both 
ſpiritually and temporally confer'd upon them; 
and not unlikely they might ſometimes make Men- 
tion of the Name of the Lord after the Manner the 
royal Prophet breaks forth, when he thus invites all 


that fear God, Come and bear, (ſays he) and 1 will | 


declare what God hath done for my Soul; I cryed unta 
him with my Mouth, and be was extolled with my 


Tongue : If I regard Iniquity in my Heart, the Lord 


will not hear me; but verily God hath heard me, be 
hath attended to the Voice of my Prayer, And Plalm 
xl. He brought me up alſo out of an horrible Pit, out of 
the miry Clay, and ſet my Feet upon a Rock, and eſta- 
blijhed my Goings, and he hath put a new Song in my 


Mauib, even Praiſe unto our God, Here ſeems to bea 
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( 93 ] 
compendious Account of the Work of God in the 
Bee Soul of Man, the Chriſtian Beginning and Advance- 
xc went, firſt, 4 Sorrow for Sin; next, a forſaking 
n WM ib:r:of ; and then a Perſeverance and Eftabliſhment 
ft i Holineſs. Here we find this holy Man (whilſt he 
eſe kept faithful to God) no longer an Offender againſt 
of MW God's holy Laws, but a Man after his own Heart: 
n, And here is worthy of Notice, the bleſſed Effects of 
eir WM the Operation of God's holy Spirit in the Heart of 
at this royal Prophet, which had not only wrought an 
0? happy Change in him, but it produced this great 
le, Advantage to his Neighbour ; many (ſays he) Hall 
ut % it and fear; as it he had ſaid, Sin appearing 
ad WM exceeding ſinful, the ſame Sorrow ſhall ſeize the 
ſe Minds of others, and they ſhall truſt in the Lord for 
et WJ Salvation from Sin. And whoever is thus raiſed 
r- WW from the Death of Sin to a Life of Holineſs, theſe ' 
-d WM re the Living who offer Praiſe ſo as to glorify God; 
. and to him that orders his Converſation aright, ac- 
1 WM cording to his divine Law in the Heart, will our 
it Cod ſhew his eternal Salvation. And the Prophet 
1- WH Malachi goes on and obſerves the great Favour and 
h Benefit attending ſuch as fear'd-God, and not only 
thought on his Name, but out of the abundant 
Love and Gratitude of Heart, ſpake often one to 
another; whoſe Practice it appears was well pleaſing 
to the Almighty, for the Prophet tells us, ihe Lord 
bearken?d and heard ; that is, he regarded and fa- 
vour'd them with his Approbation, and a Book of 
Remembrance was written before him for them thar 
feared the Lord, and thought upon his Name, 
Happy all ſuch whoſe Names are thus written in the 
Lamb's Book of Lite, for in the Day that the Lord 
makes up his Jewels, he hath promited, hat he will 
Jpare theſe as a Man ſpares bis own Son that ſerveth 
bim, and grant them his Salvation. This is the 
glorious Privilege of the Children of God ; and 
thus ſhall it be done unto the People that delight to 
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( 94] 
love and honour the Lord by a willing and perfect 
Obedienee to his divine Will, which, I have ſaid, 
all Men may know by attending to the Light or 
Spirit of Chriſt inwardly revealed; the great Ad- 
vantages of which I have repeatedly mentioned; 
yet I do not hereby intend to exclude the ſacred 
Scriptures of Truth, which abundantly teſtify 

of Chriſt the Light of the World, but I greatly 
deſire you may come to him, as he himſelf directs, 
John v. 39, when he ſays, Search the Scriptures, for in them ye 
4% think ye have eternal Life, and they are they which 
= teſtify of me; and ye will not come to me that ye might 
Have Life ; that Life, Virtue, Power and Energy, 
that only can come from him whoſe Name is called 

the Word of God, and who has declared himſelf the 
Way, the Truth, and the Life, the Key of David, 
which opens the Seals and unfolds the Myſteries the 
Scriptures contain : For though they were given to 
holy Men by the Inſpiration of God, they are to 
the carnal Comprehenſion as a ſealed Book, until 
open'd by the Spirit of Chriſt, and then through 
Faith in him they are able to make us wite unto 
Salvation; thus they become profitable to the 
Man of God (who is willing to be inſtructed by 
the Word, as well as the Words of God) for Do#irine, ii 

for Reproof, Correction and Inftrufion in Righteouſ- 
neſs, &c. Therefore, ſince what was thus written was 
penn'd for our Learning, and thefe ſacred Records 
providentially preſerved and handed down to us for 
our Profit, it is the Duty of every Profeſſor of 

_ Chriſtianity frequently to peruſe them; as I would 
hope none of you believe that the Laws, Precepts 
and Doctrines therein contained, were calculated only 

for, and reſtricted to paſt Ages, and that they re- 

late not to us of this preſent Generation, or that 
they were deſigned for our Speculation only, and 
not for our Practice, and ſo read them for Amuſe- 


ment, and not for Inſtruction and Profit; for in- 
oY | deed 


1 1 
deed with Sorrow it may be obſerved, that too many 
under the Chriſtian Name act as if this were the 
Caſe; and that the ancient Laws of God requiring 
Love, Honour and Obedience from his Creature 
Man, were obſolete or repeal'd; and that inſtead 
of demanding: our Hearts and Aﬀections, the All- 
mighty was now reverſing his Deſigns or Purpoſes, 
and giving People Leave to ſet them wholly upon 
themſelves; for though People are formally and fre- 
quently pray ing, that God's Mill may be done in Earth 
as it is done in Heaven, (in which State, as before ſaid, 
there muſt certainly be a perfect Freedom from Sin) 
nevertheleſs a Stranger to Chriſtianity would be in- 
duced to think, they were left at large to do their 
own : And though our Lord tells us, that H reigbt is 
the Cate, and narrow the Way that leads io eternal 
Life, yet how many are walking in the broad Way 
which leads te Deſtruction, and are hoping againſt 
Reaſon, Scripture, and the Conviction or Witneſs - 
for God in their, Conſcience, to be admitted into 
Heaven, notwithſtanding all their fenſual Indul- 
gencies : And although the ſacred Records abound 
with Teſtimonies to tne following Truth, that ./be 
Righteous enter the Kingdom of Heaven through many 
* Tribulations, following their great Example of 

5 Self-denial, 


* SEE 2 2 * 2 
—— 
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* As Man is born to Trouble, fo tis natural and common 
for People to complain of their Troubles and the croſs Occur- 
rences of this Life, and many are thinking that they often 
walk through vafious Tribulations, great Trouble, Anguilh - 
and Affliction of Mind; and indeed ſo they are, but 'tis often- 
times for the Loſs or Abſence of earthly Enjoyments or De- 


lights: And in this mourntul State to which the Loſs- of near 


Friends, and ſtreight or narrow Circumftances have reduced 
them, they are miſapplying the Bleſſedneſs our Lord pro- 
nounces to a State of Poverty of Spirit, Humiliation or mourn- 
ing for Sin; that godly Sorrow which the Apoſtle ſpcaks of, 
and diſtinguiſhes (from the woridly Sorrow I have meation'd) 
thus, or after this Manner, Now I rejoice not that ye were made 


for'y 
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| Self-denial, who was a Man of Sorrows, and ak MDclig! 
guainted with Grief ; yet theſe pretended, though not I Virtue 
real Diſciples, avoid Sorrow, and divert inſtead of Itbeſe r 
improving all Occaſions of Grief : He endured the N indiſpe. 

| Croſs, and deſpiſed the Shame attending it; they in- in the 
dulge in whatſoever their Hearts Juſt after, and te Di 
ſtill flatter themſelves, that an Entrance into Hea- Nuary: 
ven will be adminiſt ted unto them, notwithſtanding Ungoc 
they have lived in worldly Pomp, State; Grandeur, MW'i!king 
Mirth and Pleaſure z and though they read, that Pperfor 
it is only thoſe who work io whom the Reward is given, Ni) 1 
yet theſe unreaſonably expect the Penny without do- And 
ing the Work, and to obtain and wear the Crown ens, 
without ever bearing the Croſs, and fighting the il in 
good Fight of Faith; and though they have heard, Iiital a 
that the Faithful, the Laborious, the Diligent, the Wi" ang 
Circumſpect, the Obedient, the Humble; in a Nm 
Word, that he Righteous are ſcarcely ſaved, being Happ 
beſet with divers Temptations and Snares of the MW*pe< 
Adverſary of Souls, who is often attempting to re- , 
turn to the Houſe or Heart which is ſwept and My 
_ emptied, not only of ſinful Luſts, but of worldly n is 
5 Delights, this H 

oy 3 n Ch 
3 I beriſh 

ſorry, but that ye ſorrowed to Repentance, for ye were made ſorry bons! 
after a godly Manner that ye might receive Damage by us in n- there | 


Rom, V. 3. 


thing, for a god iy Sorrow worketh Repentance unto Salvation, not 
20 be repented of, but the Sorrow of the World worketh Death ; that a 
(and now obſerve the Marks or Effects of this godly Sorrow) ¶proce 
For be hold (continues the Apoſtle) this ſelf ſame Thing tbat ye mbit 
ſorrowed after a godly ſort, what Care fulneſs is wrought in you, Wh from | 
yea what clearing of yourſelves, what Indignation, yea what Fear, "wy 
yea what vehement Defire, yea what Zeal, yea what Revenge, &c. ay, ( 
I hare in the foregoing Sheets explain'd this Text according to Over 

my Underſtanding or Senſe of it, ſo I ſhall only add another Term 
Mark of a godly Tribulation, or ſuffering in Body or Mind for which 
Rightecuſneſs-lake ; We glory (ſays the Apoſtle Paul) in Iribu- bk 

lation alſo, knowing ibat Iribulation worketh Patience, and Pa- v, Co 
tience Experience, and Experience Hope, and Hope maketh not their 

aſhamed, becaule the Love of God is ſhed abroad in our Hearn © Chrij 
the Holy Ghoſt which is given unto us. | | 
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Delights, and garniſhed with divine Graces and 
not Virtues ; that theſe wiſe Virgins Have no Oil to ſpare, 
of theſe righteous Ones have done no more than their 
indiſpenſable Duty to God; where then will appear, 
in. In the great Day of juſt Retribution, the Unfaithful, 
nd Mite Diſobedient, the Idle, the Indolent, the Volup- 
tary and the Careleſs? Where will the Sinner and 
ng agodly hide themſelves, 'who are now lightly 
r, Nalking of, and vainly hoping for Salvation, without 
at performing the unalterable Condition thereof, (79 
„ ) Love and Obedience to God and his Laws? 
o- And how many are there who, like the fooliſh Vir- 
n eins, have the Name of Chriſtians,” but are without 
Oil in their Lamps, not knowing any Thing of the 


1 

y vital and fubſtantial Part of Religion, the true Faith 
je n and Baptiſm of Chriſt, which ſaves and cleanſes 
a com Sin, and unites the Soul to God, its only 
og {W'ippineſs ; yer theſe again, without a Foundation, 
e erpect it will be only ſaying Lord, Lord, open 
. ,, and they will be admitted to Glory and Bliſs. 
d My Soul mourns at this Time for all thoſe who are 
y Wi chis unhappy Situation, under a deep Senſe that 
„ bis Hope of the Hypocrite (who pretends to believe 
_ Win" Chritt, bur is not baptized by his Spirit) will 
© Wiprriſh. And ] find, by diſcourſing with ſome Per- 
J ons who plead for this pernicious Doctrine, that 
os blere can be no perſecs Freedom from Sin in this Life, 


2 * 


that all the vain Hope of theſe carnal- minded Men 
proceeds from that unreaſonable Notion many have 
mbibed, that though People are not altogether cleanſed 
om the Pollution of Sin in this Life, yet at laſt, they 
„ay, God's Mercy will take Place of his Juſtice, and 
0 ver the Zudzment-ſeat ie an Hairs Breadth 3' a 
Term, as well as Doctrine, of their own deviſing, 
- WV iich chey propagate becauſe they would have 1c 
— (0, as ſuch a Doctrine beſt ſuits ah Indulgence in 
Wer ſinful Luſts. Bur whoever calls himſelf a 
cbrigian, and will carefully aud impartially peruſe 

| | the 
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5 1 
the ſacred Scriptures, will find our Lord Jeſus ſay 
ii, ing, F ye believe not that T am be, (that is, the Sor 

and Sent of God to take away Sin) you ſhall die i 

your Sins; and then where Chriſt is gone theſe can 
not come; as every one may ſee who will look at 

and ſolidly conſider the holy pure Nature of the 

Kingdom of God, and the Invariableneſs of his Per 

fections, and his frequent Calls to Men to perfect 

Holineſs in his Fear; all which muſt for ever ex 
plode their Doctrine, and deſtroy their Hope; for 

God is God indeed, and not 'one of his Attributes 

can be diſpenſed with, or deſtroy another; neither 

can one Tittle of his Law, moral or divine, fail 

With the high and lofty One, who inhabits Eternity 

and dwells in the Light, and whoſe Name is Holy 

there can be no Shadow of Change ; Men who have 
all ſinned, muſt change or periſh for ever; for, a 
aboveſaid, if they die in Sin, where Chriſt is gone 
they cannot come. But were this poſſible, that 
People could be admitted in an unregenerate State 
into God's holy Preſence, (according to che Nature 
of Things) Heaven would be no Heaven to theſe, 
they would have no more Deſire, no more Taſte 

or Reliſh for ſpiritual Enjoyments there, than they 
had heretofore. VV a7 1 
Thus all who will but examine the Nature of 

God, and the Nature of Sin, if they do not cloſe 

their own Eyes, may plainly ſee the abſolute Ne- 

ceſſity of a Change in themſelves ; and then, where | 

muſt this Change be effected, and a Converſion wit- 

neſſed? Are People putting it off to a Death-bed ; 
who knows not the Danger that attends this ſolemn 

Seaſon? For though God gives of his Grace and 

good Spirit, by which for a Time he ſtrives with 

all Men in order to ſave them, yet he hath declar'd, 
Bis Spirit ſhall not always ſtrive. The Day of Favour 
may be over, and by a long Habit of Sinning, the n 


Senſe of Sin may be loſt ; yet will all People be leftY p 
Ha i. without 1 


u. N 
* 


. 


twl 


without- Excuſe, wa, as ages l God ens 
gives up, until thoſe in whom he has thus manifeſted 
himſelf, glorify bim not as God, but are grown vain 
in their Imaginations, hoping that God will admini- 
ſter an abundant Entrance into his Kingdom, tho* 
they have neglected their Duty to him. But I would 
go on to impreſs a proper Senſe of the Danger of de- 
ferring this Change of Heart and Affections, that I 
have noted, to a Death or Sick-bed, from the above 
and following Conſiderations and Obſervations which 
fall under our Notice; firſt, that many are removed 
by ſudden Death without the leaſt Warning; and 
next, that many Diſeaſes are attended with Loſs of 
Reaſon ; and where this is not the Caſe, yet the 
Extremity of bodily Pain, uſual at this awful Period, 
is more than ſufficient for poor Mortals to ſtruggle 
with: And I can ſay by Experience, that a Sick- 
bed is no proper Seaſon for working out the Salva- 
tion of the Soul, having in my very young Tears 
been brought to the Brink of the Grave; and let 
me here ſay, (as an Incitement to Youth to re _ 
ber their Creator, and bear his Yoke in the | 
thereof) in this ſore Affliction, the falſe Diſguiles 2 
and Gloſſes of my youthful Pleaſure and Vanity fell 
off, and Peace was all I then wanted ; and when I 
looked to God for Comfort, I beheld nothing but 
a melancholy Gloom, and felt Tribulation and Con- 
demnation for Diſobedience to my tender Mother, 
whom the Lord would have made inſtrumental to 
have brought me from a Delight in the Pomps and 
Vanities of the wicked World, which by my bap- 
tiſmal Vow (ſo call'd) I had promiſed to renounce 3 
but ] rejected her Counſel, and the Reproot of the 
Lord through her his Inſtrument and therefore 
when I looked towards God, I received no Conſo- 
lation; but in this Diſtreſs he mercifully inclined 
me to pray for /onger Time, and if I recover'd, I 
Nn and made Covenant with the Lord to be 
. 00 | more 


10. 


 goeſt : 
are twelve Hours in the Day in which Men ought 
to work; 


Judgment will ſucceed, 
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more obedient to my godly Parent: 


Knowledge, nor Wiſdom, in the Grave whither thou 
We find by our Lord's Doctrine, that there 


but when we come to this Period, and 
the Curtains of the Night be drawn upon us, There 
wilt be no working, neither available Repentance, 
nor-no more Sacrifice for Sin, But after Death 
when it will be ſaid to him 
that is filthy, be filthy fil, and to him thatis holy, 
be holy ſtill. 

Under this Senſe my. Soul earneſtly defires, that 
all People would be ſo much their own Friends, as 
to come to a Conſideration of this ſolemn and laſt 


In theſe af. 
flicting Seaſons, although the Lord may mercifully 
viſit the Children of Men, yet *tis dangerous for 
any * put off. the Work of Salvation to ſuch a 
Time. Do any then expect to be made pure in 
| 2 Life; let them hear what the wiſe Man 

Ecce. ix, ſaith, Mhalſoever thy Hand findeth to do, do it with 


thy Might, for there is no Work, nor Device, nor 


End; that they would examine and aſk themſelves, 


what will be the Conſequence of all their Forms of 


| Godlineſs, without witneſſing the Power thereof to 


purify them throughout in Body, Soul and Spirit ? 
And what the End of all this Hurry, Confuſton, 
Noiſe and Diſtraction attending the inordinate 
Purſuit of earthly Things? What will be the Iſſue. 


\ 


of all the reigning Covetouſneſs, Ambition, Pride, 


Senſuality, Voluptuouſneſs, Madneſs of Mirth and 


to him, as be hath done to me] Don't you think, 


that without this Change of Heart that I have been 
{peaking of, the End of theſe Things will be Death, 
the ſecond Death, even the Separation of the Soul | 
from God ? Wherefore the Call of God, by his 


holy Spirit in the Hearr is gone, and going "forth Fi 
. 


Pleaſure, with all' the Malice, Hatred and Revenge, 
one deviſing Evil againſt another, ſaying, I will do 


2 — yg it. rain. ond By £5 dof? rr. 
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all who are in this unregenerate State. And he 1s 
now, as heretofore, commanding all Men every 
where to repent, and lay aſide all Filthineſs, and all 
Superfluity of Naughtineſs, all Malice and Pride, 
the Sin that ſo eaſily beſets Men, and to receive, 
that is, entertain and obey the ingrafted Word, be 
Doers of it, and not Hearers only, deceiving your 
own felves ; for the Word, the Power of Chriſt, 
is abundantly able to ſave the Soul from all Sin: 
And there is no other Power but the Spirit of Jeſus, 
inwardly operating, able to do this great Work of 
Salvation in us and for us. And I helieve his gracious 
Arm is now extended to many Nations, that the 
Kingdoms of the Earth, in his appointed Time, 
may become the Inheritance of our Lord and Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt. And are you, Fellow - Mortals, ex- 
cluded his Favour ? Certainly 20; but I find he is 
till calling you to forſake the Fooliſh and live: 
I know, in Seaſons of his Love and merciful Viſita- 
tion, he has brought ſome of you to a Conſidera: 
tion of your Ways, and a ſcrutinizing into your 
_ own Hearts, where an End of all human Perfec- 
tion and earthly Glory is ſeen-z and his Truth, as 
It is in Jeſus, has at Times been more defirable 
than all Things here below: And at theſe Times, 
have not ſome of you been drawn by the Power 
of Love to God, and inclined to return to the 
Father's Houſe, who has cauſed you to ſee, that 
while you continue feeding and foſtering your Luſts 
and Vanities, you are, in a figurative Senſe, feeding 
Swine : But notwithſtanding your repeated Calls, 
and the Reſolutions to ariſe from the Duſt of the 
Earth, and to return to the Father's Houſe, your 
falſe God, your worldly Delights, and the Friend- 
{hip of the World, have drawn you back again, 
and you have ſuffered fleſhly Reaſoning and Con- 
ſultations to enter your Minds, fearing, if you 
mould be religious in earneſt, you will laſe your 
G43 | Eſteem 
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| Eſteem and Reputation among Men; many of 


whom are contending, ſtriving and pleading for Sin, 
ſaying, People can't live without ſinning daily: Theſe 


do not obey the Truth, the Goſpel of Chriſt, whoſe 


Power throughly purges the Floor, and lays the Axe 
to the Root of the corrupt Tree ; but they obey 


Unrighteouſneſs and Error, and will only praiſe us 


when we do well for the Body, to the Neglect of 
the immortal Part. Thus many have been ſo un- 


happy by liſtening to the contrary Power, the Ad. 


verfary of Souls or his Agents, fuffering theſe, 
through their Subtilties, to beguile them of the 
bleſſed Reward of Love and Obedience to God's 
holy Laws, 10 wit, Peace here and hereafter, where- 
by the glorious Operation of the Power of God is 
_ obſtructed in the Souls of Men. Les, 
But, dearly Beloved, let it be no longer the Caſe 


; among any of you, I beſeech you; for I will ven- 


ture to ſay, the Almighty is ſtill waiting to be 
gracious ; and in his late awakening Viſitation he has 
ſpoke loudly, and call'd you to the Conſideration 
of your Ways, therefore do not ſtop your Ears, 
but by his Power make your Calling and Election 
ſure, the Lord is ready to manifeſt his Strength, 
Glory and Beauty ; do not then continue to cloſe 
your Eyes, but remember the Loſs Jrael ſuſtain'd, 
to whom God had given of his good Spirit co inſtruct 
and illuminate their Underſtanding, Eyes to ſee, &c. 


but rey /aw not, becauſe we are told by our Lord 


himſelf, Mat. xiii. 15. Their Eyes they have cloſed, leſs 
at any Time they Gould ſee with their Eyes, and hear 
with their Ears, &c. and be converted, and I ſhould 
Beal them ; agreeable to what he ſays, Jobn iii. 19, 
20, 21. And this is the Condemnation that Light is come 
into the World, and Men loved Darkneſs rather than 
Ligbt, becauſe their Deeds were evil; for every one 
that doth Evil bateth the Light, neither cometh to the 
Light, left bis Deeds ſhould be reproved : But be _ _ 
' b N | es ruth 


b 

Truth cometh to the Light, that his Deeds may be made 
manifeſt that they are wrought in God. Here the Un- 

willingneſs of the People to be converted, chang'd, 
or turn'd from Darkneſs to Light, is worthy our 
Notice; they cloſed their Eyes, they ſtopped their 
Ears, and harden'd their Hearts againſt the Re- 
proof and Inſtruction of the Lord, in a Word, they 
rebelPd againſt his Light. But for the Encourage- 
ment of all the Willing and Obedient let me ſay, he 
1s ſpreading a Table in his Houſe, the Good of 'the 
promiſed Land is before you, therefore feed no 
longer on Huſks, that which is not Bread for 
your Souls, but come and partake of the Dainties 
which the Table of the Lord is deck'd with, and 
do not any longer refute his gracious Viſitation and 
Invitation; there is Bread enough in the Father's 
Houſe, and all that will come may come (on Terms 
of Obedience) and eat freely, and live to God's 
Glory : Do not then, I intreat you, my dear Coun- 
try Men and Women, refuſe or forſake your own 
Mercies, but by-the late ſignal Interpoſition of Goc.'s 
Mercy and Goodneſs, I beſeech you return unto 
him, and preſent before him your Bodies (the whole 
Man) a living Sacrifice, offer your Hearts freely to 
him, he calls for them, for the whole of them, he 
will not accept of a divided Heart, neither can you. 
be Heirs of two Kingdoms ; therefore be not con- 
form'd to the preſent evil World, and then you will 
be fit Subjects for God to work in, according to 
his good Pleaſure revealing his acceptable Will to 
ou. | 1 2 
And here I would again remind you, that tho" 


the Lord has proclaim'd himſelf a God gracious Exod.iv.6 


and merciful, long ſuffering, and abundant in Good- 
neſs and Truth, yet will he by no means clear the 
Guilty without Repentance and Amendment of 
Life, agreeable to the firſt Sentence of the Liturgy 
of the Engliſþ Church, taken from the Prophet 

| ” G 4 Ezekiel, 


| Fzek xviii 
27. 
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which is lawful and #irbj, be ſhall ſave bis Soul 
alive. And though Gd vears long, with ſinful 
Men, *tis not a Token * his Approbation, but a 
Mark of his Love and Compaſſion, who declares, 


he deſires not be Death of Sinners, and therefore he 
is granting them longer Time, to ſee if they will 


return to him who will then have Mercy; and for 
this Ead, as I have before ſaid, is he frequently 
calling, both immediately by his good Spirit, 
(which while it ſtrives with Men, will not let them 


be at Eaſe in their Sins, but is convincing them in 


the ſecret Receſſes of the Soul thereof) and inſtru- 
mentally by his Servants, that the People may turn 
from the Vanity of their Idols, and ſerve the living 
God in Truth and Righteouſneſs, the Effect of 


which will be Peace and eternal Life, the bleſſed 


and glorious Reward of all who forego all Things, 
though never ſo dear to them, that in any wiſe ob- 
{ſtruct the Progreſs of his Kingdom, and hinders his 
Will from being done in us. By this Propoſition I 


would be underſtood to mean the Denial of our- 


{elves (that are called Chriſtians) of all Things that 


are inconſiſtent with the Nature of the Goſpel, and 


the Precepts and Example of Chriſt, and againſt 
ſound Doctrine, that which was preached and en- 


forced by the Practice of the Prophets, Apoſtles- 
and primitive Chriſtians; for I am not enforcing a 


Doctrine which would abridge Chriſtians of the 


reaſonable and neceſſary Support and Accommoda- 


tions of this Life, nor the lawful and chriſtian 
Means of obtaining what is needful for the Body; 
but I am preſs'd in Spirit to call all Profeſſors of 


Chriſtianity to a diligent Attention upon that Meaſure 
of the Grace of God given to every Man to profit 


with. And would People be perſuaded to come 


and be taught of God, directed and limited by his 
SR unerring 


. Ezekiel, When the wicked Man turneth gay from 
bit Wickedneſs that be hath committed, and doth that 
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unerring Spirit, they would walk in the Paths 1 
true Judgment, and would. not, as many do, call Evil 
Good, and Good Evil, nor put Light for Darkneſs, 
or Darkneſs for Light, calling Exceſs and Superfluity 

I of Naughtineſs (or in other Words, the e 


tion of the Luſt of the Eyes, the Luſt of the Fleſh. 
and Pride of Life) a ” en Employment of. 
Riches 3 Pride is named a genteel Decency, a Wil- 
lingneſs to appear like their Neighbours ; Malice, 
Reſentment and Revenge, are cailed Marks of great 
and beroick Spirits, neceſſary, as they ſay, to defend 


and ſupport Honour and Reputation ; an aſpiring, 


ambitious Diſpoſition is ſtiled a neceſſary Spur or 
Incitement to great and noble Actions, the Acqui- 


ſition of worldly Honour, Wiſdom, Wealth; the 


inordinate Deſire and Purſuit of the laſt, is termed 
a prudent Care and Regard for a Man's Family; 
and an Attendance on the corrupting Divertiſe- 
ments of the Age, is pleaded an innocent unbend- 
ing or Relaxation of the Mind, conducive to the 
Health of the Body: And William Penn, in his No 
Croſs, no Crown, expreſſes himſelf thus; “* The 
«© Providences of the Almighty are alſo called by 


«© wrong Names; Afflictions are ſtiled TJadlements 


and Trials (more precious than their beloved 
*« Gold) are called Miſeries; on the other hand, 


„% they call the Preferments of the World by the 


« Name of Honour, and its Wealth Happineſs, when 


“ for once that they are ſo, *tis much to be fear'd 


« Judgments, at leaſt Trials upon their Poſſeſſors.“ 
But would People come really to believe in Chriſt, 


of theſe Errors, and they would not be thus erring 
and ſtraying.from his holy Laws, neither would 
they be ſeeking Honour one of another, but the 
Honour and Intereſt of God's Kingdom and Go- 


vernment in ** they did. 
1 


« they are ſent of God an hundred Times for 


the Way and the Truth, he would Jead them out 
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ing of a Truth the Effect of it is Peace; and 
knowing alſo, that unleſs we take up a daily Croſs 


doing the Will of God, we can never be true Diſ- 
filling the ſinful Luſts of the Fleſh, and living in 


Therefore, for all ſuch as are in this unſanctified 
State, do I travail in Pain of Mind, and Bowels of 
* Goſpel Love, until Chriſt be formed in you, until 
vou are changed and made conformable to his holy 
Image, and ſubjected to his Will; on this, and no 


” Kingdom of Heaven, and Heirs of Glory : And to 


- *Tis then to this Righteouſneſs, this Denial of un- 
lawful Self, dearly Beloved, am ] calling you, know- 
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to our corrupt Wills and Affections, and are found 


ciples of Chriſt, neither are we (while we are ful- 


the Pride of Life) Partakers of the divine Nature. 


other Condition, can you ever be Inheritors of the 


- ſuch who have happily witneſſed. this Change, viz. a W 
being regenerated and born again of God, my Soul ¶ who 
greets you in the true and comfortable Fellowſhip W nothi 
of the Goſpel and Love of Chriſt, earneſtly defiring Wl Prep 
that neither Heights nor Depths, Principalities nor the God 
Powers of Darkneſs, Afiiftions preſent or to come, Ml are © 
nor any Creature, may ever be able to ſeparate you Foot 
from the pure unmixed Love of God; and by the follo 
fame Grace and Faith in Chriſt, who hath called the J 
you with an high and holy Calling to Virtue and conv 
Glory, even to be Children of God, and joint Heirs Wl little 
with Chriſt ; give all Diligence then to make your Tro 
Calling and Election ſure, keep low, meek and 9 4 
humble, in a State of Dependance for the Aid of Thu 
God's holy Spirit, to keep you in a State of Prayer reſpe 
and Watchfulneſs in the Hour of Trial or Tempta- love 
tion, leſt Satan tempt you to make Shipwreck of Ml the. 
Faith and a good Conſcience : And if for the Trial Fort 
of your Faith, your Lord ſometimes delays his ther 
Coming in your own Time to help your Infirmities, mou 
and adminiſter the Bread of Life to your needy Ml theſ 
Am 


Souls, ruſh not into his holy Preſence till the _ 
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un- Hof his Love is extended to give you Acceſs to the 


. Throne of his Grace, where you may ſpread your 
ind Cauſe before him; in this Caſe, I ſay, let Patience 
os have its perfect Work, and act not in your own 
nd Will and Strength, aſk nothing but in his Name, 
Di- chat is, through the powerful Influence of his Spirit, 
ul- W:nd judge not of your States and Wants before the 
in Time, before the Lord Jeſus come, before he un- 
re. Neils his Face, and fends forth his Light and his 
ed Truth to diſcover to you what you ought: to pray 


for ; for without this divine Aid to help in Time of 
Need, many, not knowing this Power of God, do 
greatly err, and ſo aſk for Things that are not 


to conſume upon their own Luſts, to gratify their 
to own Will, both in a natural and ſpiritual Senſe. 

a Well, dearly Beloved, I believe there are ſome 
ul who have this in Experience, that they can do 
P WW nothing without this Aid, and are ſenſible that the 
g WM Preparation of the Heart for acceptable Service to 
„e God is of the Lord, and that a good Man's Steps 
„are order'd by him; continue then to walk in theſe 


tollowing him in the Regeneration, and walking in 


converted their Souls: Thus do, and then fear not 
little Flock (though in the World you may have 


you an Inheritance in his Kingdom of Reſt and Peace. 
Thus will it be with the Righteous, (let their Name 
reſpecting Religion be what it may) with all that 
love and fear to offend God ; bur it 1s not fo with 
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the Unrighteous, ' who though they may have a 


Form of Godlineſs, yet they ſuffer not the Power 


thereof to purify their Hearts; for theſe do 1 
mourn, and being influenced by the Love of God, 
theſe do I repeatedly call to Repentance and 


Amendment of Life, while the Day of God's Lo 


convenient or expedient for them, Things perhaps: 


Footſteps of the Companions of Jeſus, who are 


the Law of the Lord, which is perfect, and has 


Trouble) for *tis your Fathers good Pleaſure to give 
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and tender Viſitation is afforded, and your Lives 
yet ſpared, and a little longer Time allow'd in 
order that you may double your Diligence, and 
work out your own Salvation ; come then to that 
Judgment to which the Lord is calling you, even 
the Light of Chriſt in your own Conſcience, which 
convinces of and condemns Sin in you; and let 
him judge you in Time, that you may be happy 
in Eternity, for in the Day of Account none can 
plead Ignorance ; you all know that it is your Duty 
to love and ſerve the Lord, and that he calls Men 
to be holy in all manner of Converſation; and to 
enable us to perform this Duty, much is given us 
who are called Chriſtians, and the more will be 
required of us; the Lord hath ſhewn us what is 
good, and what he requires of us, to do juſtly, 
not only in a moral but a religious Senſe, in the 
ſeveral Relations that I have noted; he calls us to 
love Mercy, and to extend it on all Occaſions, and 
In an eſpecial manner, to walk in Humility, as 
becomes dependent Creatures, ſenſible of the awful 
Preſence of the Majeſty of Heaven, who is not there 
circumſcribed, but his Glory fills Heaven and Earth, 
and his penetrating Eye runs to and fro, beholding 
the Evil and the Good, marking every Thought of 
the Heart of Man, (as well as every Word in his 
Tongue) where, as I have ſaid, he fits as Judge, 
either condemning or juſtifying the Actions pto- 
duced therefrom : Take Heed then and attend to 
this internal Monitor, and reverence this divine Law 
which is ſet before you this Day, and learn Diſ- 
cipline and Inſtruction from the Starutes, Judg- 
ments, Dealings and Diſpenſations of God to Men 
recorded in the Scriptures of Truth, and let not 
his particular Dealings with you be forgot ; let not, 
I fay, a proper Senſe of the Goodneſs and Mercy of 
God (fo lately, ſo eminently, and ſo evidently ſet 
before your Eves) depart from your Hearts. And, 
: ; Beloved, 
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biene I think 1 may venture to ay, it was 2 
ted Viſitation of God's Love to your Souls, 

#7 I have to tell you in.a holy Boldneſs, if you 
deglect to improve it to your ſpiritual Advantage, 
t will one Day turn to your Condemnation ; for 
the Word that is gone, and goes forth from the 
Mouth of our God, that awful Power that makes 
the Hearts of Men fo tremble when he viſits for 
Iniquity, ſhall not return to him empty, void and 
rain. And though many may by their Practice 
declare, they will not deny themſelves of thoſe 
Things their Souls Juſt after, neither will they have 
this Power of Chriſt to reign over them, but will 
zird themſelves and go where they liſt, into this 
or the other Country or City, and buy and fell, 

and get Gain; and when in Poſſeſſion of Wealth, 

are in Effect ſaying, this is our own, and as are our 
Hands, ſo are our Tongues and Pens, we will act, 
ſpeak and write what we pleaſe ; we will eat our 
own Bread, and wear our own Apparel, gratify 
our Paſſions in whatſoever our Hearts deſire, for 
who is Lord over us? But yet we will be called 
Chriſtians to take away our Reproach. But Oh! 
unthinking, unhappy, wretched Mortals, who are 
in this Situation, my Soul laments your State; for 
know, that for all theſe Things God will certainly 
bring you to Judgment; conſider that in the Midſt 
of your Life of falſe Pleaſure, fleſhly Liberty, and 
carnal Security, you are not only ſpiritually dead, 

but remember that you are every Moment liable 
to a natural Death: And though ſome may be 
glorying in their Youth and Strength, yet at the 
Command of the great Author of our Being, how 
often, and how ſuddenly, do we ſce Health and 
Strength, vigorous Youth, as well as advanced and 
languid Age, bow their Heads, and 3 85 to 1s 
Stroke as in a Moment ? 


| Perhaps, 


Rev, II. 12. Which are written in the 


of God; whether you have occupied therewith, o 


Pur 
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Perhaps, Reader, while thou may be peruſing thi 
Trat, by ſlender Thread of Ss Ls and 
thy Lamp extinguiſhed, by that Breath of God whicl 
gave thee Life, who, when he ſpeaks the Word 

deturn, tis inſtantly obeyed : But this is not all, 
ſimple Diſunion or Separation af the Soul from the 
Body, is of little Moment; *tis the Judgment tha 
ſucceeds that I am concerned to endeavour to per 
ſwade you to prepare for, that you may reſt in thi: 
Day of Trouble, which will be a folemn Seaſon 
however light you may make of the Conſideratic 
of it now: Let me again repeat my Deſires, and i 
poſſible with greater Ardency, that you may be 
prepared to meet the Lord in this Day of Trial, a 
which Time, and whether you will or no, yc 
muſt appear at the Bar of the Tribunal of Heaven 
for the Dead, ſmall and great, ſhall ſtand before 
| God, and the Books ſhall b& opened, and ever) 
Work, with every ſecret Thing, ſhall be revealed 
and the Dead fhall be judged out of thoſe Thing 
ks, according to thei 
Works : And this will one Day be your Caſe, anc 
whether your Accounts be in order or no, yo 
muſt appear before the Lord, to render an Ac 
count -of your Stewardſhip, what you have done 
with your Talents of Grace, as well as every othe 
Gift or Loan which you have received at the Hanc 


improved them agreeable to the great and gloriou 
poſe of the Lord of Heaven and Earth. Ane 
here he will not have Mercy indiſcriminately on 
all, as ſome Men vainly imagine, becauſe be will 
making his Will his Law; but his equal and impar 
tial Juſtice will weigh every Man's Actions in the 
juit Balance of the Sanctuary, and will retribute 
according as they have been good or evil: In this 
Day every mortal Man, even the proudeſt Monarch 
muſt bow to the ſovereign Power of God the on) 
„ Potentate 5 


H au * 19 
Potentate ; for in this Day will the Lord God 


omnipotent reign, and ſubdue and bend all the 


Nations of the Earth to his Power: And that in 


this awful Inquiſition, this ſolemn and final Enquiry 
into your Accounts, not one Soul of you may be 
found wanting, am I concerned to petition the 
Throne of Grace and Mercy at this Time, begging 
that you may be helped ſo to run the Chriſtian 


Race, that God's 3 Attributes may indeed 


be magnified in your eternal Salvation; behold it 


now extended, the. Means of Grace are offer'd, 
draw near and-embrace them, all you that are afar 
off from the holy Dominion of our God : Behold, 
I fay, how the Lord is ! for though he has 


call'd you out of Egypt, ſpiritually the Houſe of 
Bonde, yet many have refuſed to come into the 


Liberty of the Sons of God, but on the contrary 


are confederate with Zdom, Moab and Babylon, con- 
tinuing to violate his moſt holy Laws ; 


yet is his 
unparallel'd Goodneſs ſtill offering theſe plenteous 
Redemption from every Luſt and Vanity which 
holds your Souls in Bondage : Be willing then, as 
ou tender the eternal Happineſs thereof, to be 


redeem'd from the Power of Satan, the Chains and 
Bonds of Sin, which you ſeem ſo often to complain 


of, for I'll tell you, by a Degree of Experience, 
that the Author thereof, who keeps Men under 


his Dominion, is a limited Power, and can only 
tempt to ſin, but cannot force any Man to commit 


Evil againſt his Will ; *tis your own Wills, and 
contrary working or reſiſting. the Grace of God, 


tis your own Conſent that ſtrengthens the Power 


of the Adverſary, you are free Agents; and tho” 


Satan cannot compel you to do Evil, the Almighty 
will not force you to do Good, it being below the 
| Dignity of the Creator to force his Creatures to 


love and obey: him, but he is ſetting before them 


Life and Death, Good and Evil, and is calling to 


Men 


T 1 12 AF | 


Men to chooſe the Good ; and all the Compi pulben 


he uſes, is in Love and Compaſſion by apy. In- 
treaty vc Perſwaſion, graciouſly promiſing, if we 
are willing to be Co-workers with him, the Aſſiſt. 
ance of his Spirit to reſiſt Evil and do Good. I 


Pray God ther, that you may be ſo wiſe as to 
cChooſe the Good which is ſet before you, that at the 


Concluſion of your Time you may hear that com. 
fortable. Sentence, Enter into the Joy of the: Lord. 
We find there will be but two Awards pronounced 


in that Day, come ye Bleſſed, or go ye Curſed”: 3 and 


ſhould the laſt Sentence paſs on any poor Soul, it 
will be hete irreverſible, there will be no appeal. 
ing elſewhere, though the formal Profeſſors of Re- 
ligion may then call to the bigb Mountains (the 
great Profeſſion they have ma e) to cover them, and 
may ſay, Lord, are we not :alPd by thy Name ? 
Have we not caſt out Devils (groſs Sins) thereby? 
Have we not received the outward and viſible Sign 

of Chriſt crucified, eating and drinking them in 15 
Preſence ? Have we not been baptized in thy Name, 
and haſt thou not taught in our Streets ? And have 
we not ſaid many Prayers, and bowed the Knees of 
our Body at the Name of Jeſus, and heard in many 
Sermons of what he has done and ſuffered for us? 
| Yet let me tell thee, O Profeſſor of Chriſtianity, 
this Covering will be here too fhort, this Plea will 
be in vain ; all this outward Knowledge, and theſe 
Performances will avail thee nothing, it thou haft 


not known thy depraved Nature changed, if thou 


art not born again and baptized with Chriſt's Bap- 
tiſm of Fire and the Holy Ghoſt, if thou art not 


crucified to the World and the World to thee, if 


thou haſt not worſhipped God in Spirit and in 
Truth, if thou haſt not bowed the Knee of thy Soul 
to the Power of Jeſus, and denied thy own Will, 


and taken up the Croſs of Chriſt ; it thou haſt not 


kept the firſt and great Commandment, and if —_ 
| ha 
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haſt loved any Thing more than Chriſt, thow art 
' unworthy of him, and baſt no Reaſon. to expect 
the Favours and Privileges he confers on them 
who love him above all Things; and notwith- 
| ſtanding” thy great Acknowledgements and high 


Profeſſion, thou art in great Danger of fofing 


clernal Life, Let us all then ſolidly conſider, how 

_ dreadful: that- amazing Sentence from the Mouca , 
of the Fudge of Quick and Dead would ſound in 

any of our Ears. never knew yon; depart from Mat. 


me ye that work Iniguity. How can any one, whoſe ** 


Heart is not quite barden'd, endure the Thought 


of an eternal Separation from the - Preſence of 


God ? Who among you can bear a wounded Con- 


ſcience, and dwell with everlaſting Burnings # For 
notwithſtanding, as I have ſaid, many may be cover- 
ing themſelves, but not with the Spirit ef God, 
their Plea will be over- ruled, and the vain Diſ- 
puters of this World, with all the Wiſe in the 
Wiſdom which is from beneath, will be turned 


backward and periſh ; and in this Day of Trial 
the Mouth of all Wickedneſs will be ſtopped, 
none daring then to charge God fooliſbly, but all 
who may be thus doomed, will then be conſcious 
that their Deſtruction is of themſelves, and will con- 


feſs, that true and righteous are the Judgments of 


God ; and perhaps the Pain of Mind produced 


hereby may be aggravated by this too late but fad 
Reflection, that they have bariered Heaven, and con- 
fequently all Happineſs, for the baſe and contemp- 
tible Gratifications of the carnal Mind; Things 


that indeed they will be aſhim'd of, if the Pain 


and Horror of ſuch unhappy. Souls will ſtoop a 
while to let a Bluſh rake place. 


May our God of his infinite Mercy grant, that 


this may never be the deplorable State of any one 
of you; and it will not, dearly Beloved, if you'll 
ſuffer yourſelves to be cleanſed (after the Manner E 
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- Have bers beg from all; . 


and to be led into all: Righteouſneſs, the Effect of 


- which is Peace and Joy. Tis this Peace, Beloved, 
you will: one Day want, and earneſtly delire above 
_ all” Things to Day then are the Things belong. 


ing thereunto mercifully offered you, this is the 
acceptable Day, the preſent Moment; To-morrow 
is not yours: For your Souls Sake ſeek this Peace, 


labour or. it more than for any earthly Treaſure, : 
give not Sleep” to your Eyes, take no Reſt until 


you have obtained an Evidence of it, by walking 
in or keeping God's Commandmente. 

And once more to you happy ones, who are 
keeping the Commandments of the Lord, and 


thereby know that you love him, let me ay, that 
though you are walk ing through many Tribula- 
tions, T know that our gracious: God is often” ad- 
miniſtring great Conſolation to your Souls; and 


wuhat is worthy all your painful Labour and Tra- 
vel, the comfortable Evidence and Aſſurance (fo 


long as you walk in the Way undefiled) that when 


your earthly Tabernacles are diſſolved, you have 
a Building of God, an Houſe not made with Hands, 


eternal in the Heavens, where the Wicked will 


ceaſe from troubling, and where the Weary are at 
Reſt-; and where, I earneſtly pray God (the Au- 
thor of all our ſure Mercies and Bleſſings) you, 
any dear Country Men and Women, may each one 
arrive, when that ſolemn Sound is heard, Time 10 

-thee ſhall-be no more ! For which End, may the 


ſanctify ing Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt throu hly 


-purge your Hearts from all dead Works, and from 
an evil Gonſcience ; and may the Love of our God 
continually attend you, then the ſweet Fellowſhip 


and Communion of the Holy Ghoſt. will be with 


you all: So be * ſaith your 10 F Fiend, 


Son HUME. 
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ta the Light of Chriſt in their own Conſciences.' By 
Sephia Hume. In which is inſerted, ſome Account 
of the Author's Fxperience in the | important Buſineſs 
of Religion, price i. 

A Caution to ſuch who ori Days and Times: 


To which is added, An Addreſs to Magiſtrates, 


Patents, Maſters of F amilies, c. by Sopbia, Hume, 


pit Je. 

The Archbiſhop of Cambray's Diſſertation on Pure 
Love, with an Account of the Life and Writings 
of the Lady Guion, for whoſe Sake he was baniſhed 


from Court, and the grievous Perſecutions ſhe ſuf- 


fered in France for her Religion. Alſo two Letters 
in French and Engliſh, written by one of her Maids, 


during her Confinement in the Caſtle of Vincennes, 


where ſhe was a Priſoner eight Tears; ong was 
writ with a Bit of Stick inſtead of a Pen, and 
Soot inſtead of Ink, to her Brother; the other to a 
Clergyman. Together with an A pologetick Preface, 
containing divers Letters of the Archbiſhop of Cam- 
bray to the Duke of Burgundy, the preſent French. 
King's Father, and other . Perſons of Diſt inction: 
Alſo divers Letters of the Lady Guion's to Perſons 
of Quality, relating to her religious Principles. The 


third Edition, price 3s. 


No Croſs, No Grown. A Diſcourſe ſhewing the 
Nature and Diſcipline of the holy Croſs of Chriſt ; 
and that the Denial of Self, and daily bearing of 
Chriſt's Croſs, is the alone Way to the Reſt and 
Kingdom of God. To which is added, the living 
and dying Teſtimonies of divers Perſons of Fame 
and Learning, in Favour of the Virtue and Tem- 
perance recommended in this Treatiſe. By William 
Penn, the ninth Edition, price 35. 6d. 
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Some Conliderations on Election and 
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an rs*in all ay Pr 
reatiſe concerning the Fear of Gor 
92555 recommended unto all People, 
ples af the Patriarchs, Prophets, Kings, and* 
udges, &c. with an hiftorical Account, briefly te. 
ating the many Advantages which they ren ed. 
who lived therein, pri "4 
Scripture Truths demonſtrated, in 1.32 N 
Declarations of Stephen Cri/ of: Cohen 
Eſſex, two of them not before printe 8 oth 
three Volumes; now all done in one ohm 
larger Character, * 441 
Fruits of Solitu bei 
ims relating to the Condu 
William Penn, price 15. 6d. 
Some Conſiderations relating to the preſent 8 
of the Chriſtian Religion. By A. Al 
Arts The ſecond Edition, 
Poems, Paraphraſes, and 
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